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SUDAN 


COUNTRY'S FINANCIAL SITUATION EXAMINED 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 12 Aug 83 p 3 


[Article: "Sudanese Pound's Journey and Its Story With Devaluation; $400 
Million Expected in Remittances from Workers Abroad" ] 


[Text] The Sudanese pound was recently devalued in an undeclared manner by 
nearly 52 percent, with the pound's official exchange price rising from 130 
piasters to 198 piasters per dollar. Thus, the Sudanese national currency 
has been devalued by more than 100 percent in the past 2 years. 


Despite the numerous endeavors by the Sudanese authorities concerned to main- 
tain the exchange value of the national currency and to stop its constant 
deterioration, it seems that the problem is more complex than to be solved 

by legal measures setting the price of the pound because such measures cannot 
guarantee the stability of the pound's price, according to a Sudanese economist, 
considering that the exchange price of any currency depends on the foreign 
demand for the products and services of the country concerned and on the 

demand of the country concerned for the products and services of the outside 
world. 


The situation insofar as Sudan is concerned is that there is a rising demand 
for the outside world's commodities and services whereas the external demand 
for Sudan's commodities is limited. Sudan's main source at present is the 
yield of the services of Sudanese workers abroad and it is an important source 
for the flow of foreign currency to Sudan, with the revenues of this source 
expected to amount to $400 million this year. 


But previous policies were not able to track these revenues and to utilize 

them through official channels, such as the banks. This failure is the result 
of not permitting the banks operating in Sudan to act freely in setting an 
exchange price capable of responding to the changes in the supply, demand and 
flow of foreign currency. 


Money Changing Allowed 


A decision was recently issued by the CeiLral Bank permitting all commercial, 
Islamic and foreign banks to engage in all money-changing activities and giv- 
ing them full freedom to coordinate among themselves in dealing with foreign 




















currency without the intervention of the Bank of Sudan. The decision was 
issued with the objective of attracting all foreign currency flow through 

bank channels, of acquiring goods with this foreign currency, of overcoming 
the problems of the unavailabiiity of foreign currency, of reducing economic 
and financial pressures, of (setting) foreign currency exchange prices through 
bank channels and of avoiding all the negative aspects in [currency] trans- 
actions. 


This decision has followed several other decisions concerning foreign currency 
transactions, beginning with the i981 decree regulating the money-changing 
activity which permitted the free circulation of foreign currencies and left 
it up to market factors to determine their exchange prices vis-a-vis the 
Sudanese pound. In accordance with this decree, nearly 34 money-changing 
offices engaged in this activity in Khartoum. But the money changers' 
activities generated some negatives, thus urging the authorities concerned 

to reconsider their permits. Cn 6 March 1983, a ministerial decree was 

issued abolishing the permits given to private money-changing companies and 
individuals. 


In accordance with the new decree of 1983 regulating money changing, it was 
decided to permit the commercial banks owned by the public sector and 
registered public companies to engage in money-changing activity after obtain- 
ing certification from the Bank of Sudan. A number of money-changing centers 
were opened in the commercial, Islamic and foreign banks on the basis of 

this decree. 


But another decree was issued in May 1983 suspending transactions in the 
money-changing units of certain banks, such as the Faysal Islaaic Bank, the 
Sudanese National Bank, City Bank, the Sudanese International Bank and the 
Islamic Solidarity Bank. The suspension decision was, according to what 

an authoritative source at the Faysal Islamic Bank has told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, 
due to the fact that these bank units concluded their transactions on the 
basis of the free exchange rate, i.e., nearly 198 piasters per dollar, when 
it became evident that the official exchange price (130 piasters per dollar) 
was not realistic and did not reflect correctly the supply and demand value 
of the Sudanese pound. This caused the flow of foreign [currency] assets 

to take place outside the banking system, thus creating an evident imbalance 
in the flow of hard currencies and motivating clients te resort to the black 
market. 


But the latest decision which permits all the commercial, Islamic and foreign 
banks to engage in all money-changing activities is considered a step toward 
correcting the situation in a manner that enables the commercial banks to 
reflect the real price of the Sudanese pound. But this policy is still 
limited. The banks operating in Sudan must be permitted to draw up, in 
coordination with the Bank of Sudan and the Ministry of Trade, practical 
policies that enable them to turn the official channels into the main channeis 
for the sale and purchase of hard currency,flowing inte Sudan. 


But a new policy to control and rationalize bank credits in Sudan, a policy 
established on 8 August 1983, represents an initial step to rescue the 
national currency exchange price <s a beginning for gradually stopping the 

















deterioration by controlling the roney supply in the nationai market and control- 
ling the volume and quality of bank leans to all the economic sectors. This 
policy also seeks to harmonize development, production and the growth of 

money supply by narrowing the gap between demand and supply and, consequently, 

by reducing infletion and the rise in prices. 


Central Bank Governor Speaks 


Farugq Ibrahim al-Maqbul, the governor of the Central Bank of Sudan, announced 
that it has been decided tc implement the new policy of credit squeezing. 
Consequently, the following has been decided: 


The commercial banks operating in the country shall maintain with the Bank 
of Sudan cash assets of no less than 10 percent of their total deposits. 
This shall be done as of 1 November 1983. 


All payaents due to foreign suppliers shall be transferred to be kept in 
frozen account in the Bank of Sudan. This shall be done by the end of 
October 1983 at the latest. Drawing from this frozen account shall not be 
permitted except for the purpose of meeting commitments to foreign suppliers 
abroad. 


Banks shall be banned from borrowing from each other and from placing invest- 
ment deposits with each other before obtaining the approval of the Bank of 
Sudan, 


All commercial banks operating in Sudan shall present the requests for credit 
tuey receive from their clients from sums exceeding 150,000 pounds to the 
Bank Credit Advisory Committee of the Bank of Sudan. 


All commercial banks should devote the necessary consideration to financing 
exports, giving special priority to financing the exportation of marginal 
goods and charging for the financing advanced a preferential interest rate 
note exceeding the minimum stipulated in the banking tariff. 


The banks should devote special attention to financing the needs of the 
capital operating in industry and to a preferential interest rate. 


The joint and Islamic banks should contribute effectively to financing for 
developmental purposes and should, as a start, allocate for medium and long- 
term financing no less than 10 percent of the ceiling set for every bank. 


The margin for bills of credit [al-i'timadat al-mustanadiyah] shall be raised 
from 40 percent to 100 percent paid by the client in local currency from his 
private rescurces insofar as essential goods are concerned. 


It has also been decided to ban all banks from financing certain activities, 
namely loans or credits to clients to purchase foreign currencies, lands 

and real estate, as well as loans and credit for personal purposes. The 
banks owned by the public sector have also been instructed to continue their 
ban on medium and long-term credit facilities for capital investments. 
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SUDAN 


AL-MAHDI VOICES ATTITUDES CRITICAL OF REGIME 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 5 Oct 83 pp 42-43 
[Article: "Interest Has Prevailed Over Reconciliation" ] 


[Text] London--The tense truce between Sudanese President Ja'far Numayri and 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi has ended with the Sudanese authorities’ arrest of the 
former Sudanese prime minister after he had delivered a political speech in 
Omdurman criticizing the present government's policies, including the recent 
decrees issued by the Sudanese president on application of the restrictions 
of the Islamic Shari'ah. 


The relationship between President Numayri's government and the faction of 
al-Sadiq, who heads a wing of the former National Party and who is one of 

the prominent leaders of al-Ansar sect whose members are concentrated in 
western and central Sudan, had undergone various phases ranging from complete 
estrangement to temporary relaxation and concealed tension. This relation- 
ship reached its worst phase in the mid-1970's when al-Mahdi formed what is 
known as the National Front in alliance with the leaders of the former 
political parties, especially with the Democratic Unionist Party, led by 
al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi, the ex-minister of finance in the 1968 cabinet 

of al-Mahdi, and the Muslim Brotherhood, led by Hasan al-Turabi, the Sudanese 
president's adviser for foreign affairs at present. This front used Libya 

as its base of opposition and staged the most serious attempt to overthrow 
President Numayri's regime in 1976 when it sent a large force of militia 

men, most of them members of al-Ansar, that infiltrated the Sudanese capital 
at various periods of time and staged a quasi-military coup when it attacked 
military barracks and vital utilities in the capital. The attempt would have 
succeeded had not units of forces loyal to Numayri, some of which came from 
outside Khartoum, moved quickly. 


That attempt left a deep feeling of bitterness among many Sudanese whose 
history had not known armed political violence. Moreover, the attempt 
demonstrated to the government the danger of the National Front to the stabil- 
ity of the country's political system. Those events were followed by a series 
of arrests and trials. The death sentence issued against al-Sadiq al-Mahdi 

in absentia was one of the most significant results of those trials. But 

the sentence was not carried out and contrary to the expectations of numerous 
observers who had predicted the development of a major crack in Sudan's 
national unity in the wake of those events, the signs of an imminent political 











relaxation began to appear with secret contacts took place in London and a 
number of West European capitals and were ultimately crowned with the arrange- 
ment of a secret meeting between the Sudanese president and al-Sadiq al-Mahdi. 
This meeting was held aboard a ship standing off Port Sudan in the Red Sea. 

It is believed that the success of those early efforts came as a result of 

the National Front leaders’ feeling that the surprise military operation 
against the Sudanese capital had aroused resentment among many Sudanese 
politicians and intellectuals and that the operation turned in fact into a 
double-edged sword whose harm did not spare the opposition forces themselves. 
As for the government, it did earnestly seek to turn a new leaf with the 
political forces operating abroad so that the opposition movement might turn 
into a purely internal movement exercising its political right from within 

the state's legitimate agencies. 


Even though some observers went as far as interpreting the Sudanese president's 
reconciliation initiative as a smart maneuver aimed at attracting some opposi- 
tion elements and creating conflicts among opposition factions which are not 
united by any political ideology other than restoration of the democratic 
system. But it is more likely that the Sudanese differences within the 
"Sudanese house." 


The Sudanese president also hoped to win over some of the opposition elements 
and to have them participate in the government, which started relying at the 
time on institutions instead of the military structure which had been born 
with the military Revolution Command Council on 25 May 1969. 


National Reconciliation 


In the wake of the Port Sudan meetings, active contacts between the government 
and the opposition ensued and the Sudanese president selected a number of 
middlemen, the most prominent of whom were Fath al-Rahman al-Bashir, a 
Sudanese businessman, and Abu-al-Qasim Hashim, a former member of the 
Revolution Command Council who represented the government in the second round 
of the reconciliation negotiations at the London conference of 1978. 


As a result of those efforts, the national reconciliation agreement was 
announced. The agreement was approved by the National Party leadership, 
headed by al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, and by the Muslim Brotherhood, headed by 

Dx al-Turabi. The most important provisions of this agreement called for 
general amnesty for those sentenced previously and the repatriation of the 
emigrants. In fact, a number of those who had chosen exile in Libya or 
Europe returned, led by al-Sadiq, al-Turabi and a number of partisan leaders 
who had played an important role on the political arena during the era of 
the parties. As for the faction of al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi, Muhammad 'Abd- 
al-Jawad and lawyer Ahmad Zayn-al-'Abidin, namely the Democratic Unionist 
Party, it refused to march on the path of reconciliation and issued a number 
of statements expressing obvious reservations concerning the reconciliation 
and casting doubts on the guarantees for its implementation. However, a 
number of those who were reconciled returned to the country and some of them 
did actually join the government's organizational agencies after a series of 
reforms were introduced into these agencies by President Numayri to permit 
freedom of opposition within the organization. 




















The first real split thus developed among the ranks of the opposition front. 
The al-Hindi faction went to London to start an independent opposition current 
and the alliance which had included the leaders of the Sudanese parties in 
Tripoli broke up. 


But the Sudanese Government was still eager to follow up on the reconciliation 
effort so that the reconciliation may encompass the remaining opponents. 
Contacts with al-Hindi continued in London and ended after a number of years 
with the signing of an agreement in the British capital, with Abu-al-Qasim 
Hashim representing the Sudanese Government in the agreement. But despite 
conclusion of the agreement, the Unionist Party leaders refused to return 

to Sudan, citing the pretext of waiting to see practical implementation of 

the agreement, especially of the provisions concerning the amendment of 
numerous security laws and restoration of the liberties. 


Meanwhile, the Sudanese Government insisted that the first priority should be 
the reconciliation and repatriation and that political reform can come gradu- 
ally and in freedom from radical demands and prior conditions. 


What is important is that al-Hindi did not return and died in Athens as a 
result of a heart attack while attending a student conference in the Greek 
capital in 1982. With al-Hindi's death, one of the pillars of the London 
opposition grouping collapsed and the contacts between this grouping and 
Khartoum have not been resumed. 


If we return to those who accepted the principle of reconciliation and returned 
to the country, we find that whereas the Muslim Brotherhood has entered the 
government institutions, raising the slogan of "reform from within," al-Sadigq 
al-Mahdi and his supporters expressed their reservations over such participa- 
tion and the signs of evident tepidity developed [in the relations between 
al-Mahdi and Numayri], especially when al-Sadiq personally turned down all 
offers for his participation in the government, presenting a number of demands 
as a condition forsuch participation. Finally, the government abandoned 

all its endeavors and a period of freeze and disregard followed. Al-Sadigq 
spent a part of this time in retreat in a small village in Western Sudan, 
confining his activity to writing and to Islamic conferences abroad. 


Final Confrontation 


During this period of tepid relations, the Sudanese authorities disregarded 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi's political movements and articles in the press which often 
contained obvious criticism of the regime. Al-Mahdi's view, which he has 
expressed repeatedly, even in one of the congresses of the Socialist Union, 
the sole political organization in Sudan, can be summed up in the following: 


Disagreement over the Socialist Union as the sole political organization: 
During the negotiations preceding the reconciliation, al-Sadiq tried hard to 
obtain from the Sudanese Government guarantees that the Socialist Union would 
be dissolved. But in the face of the regime's determination, he modified his 
position, demanding a fundamental change in the organization's structure so 
that it would permit greater freedom to the opposition's views. He also 

urged the need for the election, rather than appointment, of the organization's 
leaders. 








Al-Sadiq has not concealed his objection to a number of prominent personalities 
on whom President Numayri's government depends. 


The issue of public liberties: Al-Sadiq has clung to the demand of lifting 
press censorship, of dissolving the National Security Agency and of amending 
many of the laws which the government views as necessary in this phase. 


Foreign policy has not escaped sharp disagreement in viewpoints. Al-Sadig 
al-Mahdi violently attacked Sudan's position of truce with the late Egyptian 
President Anwar al-Sadat over the Camp David accords. Al-Sadiq also expresses 
clear reservations regarding Egyptian-Sudanese integration and the rapproche- 
ment between the Sudanese Government and the United States, in addition to 
reservations on a number of current international issues. 


Economic situation: It is on this point that al-Sadiq al-Mahdi has focused 
his criticism of the government. He has, on more than one occasion, accused 
the government of adopting an abortive and destructive economic policy that 
has deepened class differences and created an abysmal gap between the rich 

and the poor. Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi believes that the unstudied economic policy 
which is founded on the philosophy of consumption, without devoting attention 
to production, and which relies on loans is the reason for the economic crisis 
from which the citizenry suffers and which has led to a considerable decline 
in public services in recent years. 


Proceeding on the basis of this particular point, al-Mahdi launched his recent 
attack on the decrees implementing the restrictions of the Islamic Shari'ah, 
saying that the implementation of these restrictions under the canopy of 
current economic conditions is tantamount to a distortion of these restric- 
tions and that implementation of Islamic restrictions cannot be achieved 
unless minimal political ard economic liberties are achieved in the country. 


Regardless of whether al-Sadiq al-Mahdi expected or did not expect a strong 
reaction from the government, the important thing is that the Sudanese 
authorities decided to arrest him immediately, thus ending a long period of 
vacillation regarding what steps should be taken vis-a-vis the leader of the 
National Party and his increasing activity. Veteran Sudanese politicians 
say that what caused the utmost concern to the authorities in Khartoum is 
the manner in which al-Sadiq al-Mahdi addressed al-Ansar masses that heard 
his latest speech, which carried an implicit reference to an endeavor to 
revive the National Party's activity. The arrest of al-Sadiq and of a number 
of his aides in the party comes at a time when there is abundant talk by 

the Sudanese security authorities about internal and external conferences to 
shake the country's political stability. 
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SUDAN 


SUDANESE PEOPLE'S GROUPING VOICES SUPPORT FOR STRIKING JUDICIARY 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 298, 8 Aug 83 p 12 
[Article: "Sudanese Political Parties Support Judges Strike"] 


[Text] The Sudanese People's Grouping which includes more than 4 major 
political parties has voiced its absolute support and backing for the strike 
declared by the judges in view of the fairness of their demands. In a special 
Statement, the Grouping has denounced the government position calling for 
liquidating the judiciary agency, has urged that the judges' battle be 
supported with all available means and has demanded the immediate reinstate- 
ment of all judges dismissed from their positions. The grouping has further 
demanded that the principle of administrative and legal accounting be observed 
in case any judge is retired, that the Higher Judiciary Council law be amended 
to guarantee the independence of the judiciary and the supremacy of law, that 
the judiciary structure be reformed and improved with the participation of 

the judges and of all the jurists, that the powers of the president of the 
republic be reexamined in order that they may be confined within the limits 

of exercising the rights of national sovereignty, that the citizens' basic 
liberties be guaranteed through abolition of all special laws and courts 

and that political detainees be released. 


The Grouping has also stressed that the foundation on which the regime is 
based cannot coexist with an independent judiciary as a result of the absolute 
powers of the republic of the presidency, of the single-party system and of 
the special laws and courts. This is what the head of the government has 
relied on in fighting the independence of the judiciary, issuing the Higher 
Judiciary Council law, amending the judiciary authority law and relying on 
special laws that are totally unrelated to the powers of the judiciary and 

the supremacy of the law. 


The Sudanese People's Grouping has tied the campaign launched by President 
Numayri against the judiciary with the economic crisis and the isolation of 
Numayri's government, pointing out that Numayri's goal behind this is to 
restore the prestige of the regime, which has lost control of the situation. 
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PROSPECTS FOR DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION ASSESSED 


WESTERN SAHARA 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3461, 12 Dec 83 pp 2861-2863 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 


{Text ] 


PROSPECTS FOR a diplomatic solution 
to the bitter eight-year conflict in the 
Western Sahara are rapidly fading out of 
sight. The hopes kindled earlier in the year 
at the Orgamsation of African Unity 
(OAU) summit in Addis Ababa for the 
holding of a self-determination referendum 
in the disputed territory by the end of 1983 
and direct negotiations between the two 
protagonists, the Polisario Liberation 
Front and Morocco, have been shortlived. 

As the impasse in the Saharan peace 
process deepens. African diplomacy its 
likely in coming months to be put to a rude 
test: not only does the OAU risk paralysis 
if the 20th summit, scheduled for the 
second quarter of 1984 in Conakry, 1s 
unable to meet, but also rifts between 
‘moderates’ and “progressives” will 
dangerously widen. 

On the regional level, the drive for unity 
in the context of a “Greater Maghreb” is 
another probable casualty of a breakdown 
in the OAU peace initiative. Moreover. 
tension in North Africa will undoubtedly 
be exacerbated by the expected intensifica- 
tion in battlefield activities. 

In spite of the inherent dangers involved 
in a Saharan diplomatic logjam, a new 
political and military situation has gradual- 
ly emerged over the past year, and a 
further evolution is inevitable in 1984. 
Most diplomatic observers reckon that 
after a difficult period following the com- 
pletion of Morocco’s defensive wall around 
the so-called strategic triangle and the 
successful blocking tactics by Morocco and 
its allies which prevented the Tripoli OAU 
conference from taking place, Polisano has 
again made progress in the diplomatic 
arena and demonstrated that it is militarily 
capable of assaulting the Moroccan de- 
fences. 





"From Talks to Battlefield"] 


By agreeing to meet Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid last February. King Has- 
san thought that he could undermine Poli- 
sario’s chief source of support. The Alge- 
rian head of state, while underscoring his 
desire for a peaceful arrangement, stressed 
that Algeria could not substitute itself for 
the Sahrawi in a political settlement. While 
Algerian diplomacy has become more 
pragmatic since the death of President 
Boumedienne, there is a limit to the 
number of concessions it is willing to make. 
For example, the area around Tindouf, in 
the southwestern corner of Algeria. 1s still 
Claimed by certain political forces in 
Rabat. Thus to cede on the territorial 
question in the Western Sahara is liable to 
open the door to a direct menace on 
Algerian territory. Likewise. suggestions 
by political pundits that Algeria was willing 
to drop Polisario have never veen sub- 
stantiated. Such an improbable eventuality 
would undermine Algeria's image both in 
Africa and in the rest of the Third World. 

President Chadli advanced the outline of 
a possible solution in the framework of a 
Greater Maghreb encompassing Libya, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Western 
Sahara and Mauritania. The Moroccan 
sovereign, for his part, reportedly declared 
that all was possible if he was left with “the 
seal and the flag’. When a Moroccan 
delegation subsequently met with senior 
Polisario officials in Algiers it became clear 
that they would not give in on two essential 
points: full national sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity. 

By agreeing not to push for its OAU seat 
at Addis Ababa, Polisario enabled the 
conference to go forward. Morocco was 
obliged to swallow some bitter pills. For 
one, the OAU resolution expressly men- 
tioned for the first time Morocco and 
Polisanio as the two belligerents in the 











conflict, thereby putting an end to Moroc- 
can claims that it could only negotiate with 
Algeria. Secondly, a deadline was set for 
the end of 1983 for the organisation of a 
self-determination referendum in the 
Sahara. 

In the meantime, King Hassan tried to 
pull off a diplomatic coup by inviting 
Libvan President Moammar Gaddafi for 
an Official visit to Morocco. The mercurial 
Libyan leader agreed to halt arms supplies 
to Polisario, in exchange for which Moroc- 
co tacitly withheld from criticising Tripoli’s 
action in Chad during the summer. This 
accord was a double-edged sword for 
Rabat. If Libyan arms supplies dried up for 
Polisaric (although certain sources indicate 
that Tnpoli’ may be using third parties in 
Africa to funnel arms to Polisario), many 
of King Hassan’s most strident supporters 
in sub-Saharan Africa were obfuscated by 
this opportunistic diplomatic manoeuvre. 
By the same token. Rabat’s principal 
western ally — the United States — was 
taken aback by the Moroccan initiative at a 
time when it was seeking to mobilise world 
opinion against Libyan policies in Africa 
and the Middle East. 

The tide soon started tc turn against 
Morocco on the African diplomatic scene 
as efforts were intensified to translate into 
action the OAU resolution. A change of 
tone was noted in Tunisia, long an uncon- 
ditional backer of the Moroccan cause. 
More significantly, Senegal’s President 
Abdou Diouf has adopted a less one-sided 
position than his predecessor. During the 
OAU summit he even met Polisario 
Secretary General Mohammed Abdelaziz 
and made a much-remarked state visit to 
Algeria this autumn. The evolution of 
the position of Senegal, once considered as 
Morocco’s most credible backer south of 
the Sahara on the Saharan issue, 1s liable to 
leave Morocco even more isolated. 


Morocco’s 
position hardens 


Morocco’s lack of regard for OAU peace 
efforts became evident in September when 
during a three-day meeting in the Ethio- 
pian capital, attended by Sierra Leone, 
Tanzania, Nigeria, Mali, Sudan and 
Guinea, Crown Pnnce Sidi Mohammed 
refused to meet with Polisano representa- 
tives. Despite last-minute shuttle diploma- 
cy by several African heads of state. the 
session collapsed due to Moroccan intran- 
sigence. Since then the Moroccan position 
had hardened. In a recent interview, 
Ahmed Reda Guedira, King Hassan’s 
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trusted adviser, even returned to the old 
stance that “the Saharan conflict 1s first 
and above all a Algerian-Moroccan con- 
flict’’. 

Outside unconditional pro-Moroccan 
circles, this view has little credibility. 
French diplomatic sources told this corres- 
pondent that President Francois Mitter- 
rand was extremely firm during his two 
rounds of talks with King Hassan in Paris 
this autumn on the holding of the OAU 
referendum. Yet after the United Nations 
Decolonisation Committee unanimously 
approved in mid-November a motion re- 
fernng to the OAU Addis Ababa call in 
June for direct negotiations between Poli- 
sano and Morocco and the holding of a 
referendum, Moroccan diplomats pro- 
ceeded to distribute a memorandum to UN 
members stating that it would not enter 
into direct talks with the Liberation move- 
ment. 

Already, in the framework of the OAU, 
a majority of 26 states have officially 
recognised Polisario’s Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR), and more 
are soon to follow. President Mohammed 
Khouna Ould Haidailla declared at the end 
of November that Mauritania would 
accord official recognition to the Sahrawi 
republic if no significant progress was 
made in negotiations by the end of the 
year. African diplomats believe that Presi- 
dent Thomas Sankara’s Upper Volta could 
be yet another OAU member to join the 
SADR bandwagon. Polisario’s diplomatic 
breakthrough has not just been limited to 
the Afncan continent. In mid-November, 
Ecuador became the 55th country around 
the globe to recognise the Sahrawi state. 
Other Latin American states are also 
reported to be close to recognising the 
SADR, with Argentina perhaps next in 
line. 

It is interesting to note that President 
Sekou Touré has recently adopted a more 
conciliatory approach to the Saharan ques- 
tion. The Guinean leader is fully cognisant 
of the fact that the OAU summtt in 
Conakry could be thrown into jeopardy if 
he puts forward an overtly partisan opinion 
in Morocco’s favour. The threat of block- 
ing the Conakry meeting, strongly desired 
by the Guinean head of state to reinforce 
his image in Afmcan and world public 
opinion as a respected statesman, is a 
potent weapon for Polisano and its backers 
to counteract one of King Hassan’s key 
advocates. 

On the desert battlefield, Polisario has 
also made some advances. From the tal! of 
Guelta Zemmour in November 1981 to the 
summer of 1983, fighting in the Western 











Sahara was largely limited to constant 
Polisario harassment of the Moroccan 
army’s fortified positions. During these 
18 months, Polisario commanders re- 
equipped their forces with heavy weapons 
and moulded guerrillas into fighting units 
capable of carrying out massive attacks. It 
is estimated that Polisario’s fighting 
strength was brought up to between 20,000 
and 22,000 full-time soldiers, with equip- 
ment such as T-55 Soviet-built tanks and 
heavy artillery as well as anti-aircraft SAM 
missile systems introduced. Once a motley 
guernilla army, Polisario has now become a 
redoutable fighting force familiar with 
modern warfare techniques. 

This shift in Polisario tactics was necessi- 
tated by the construction of the Moroccan 
defensive wall stretching from the southern 
part of Morocco itself down to the strategic 
tnangle in the Western Sahara, and includ- 
ing the capital, El Ayoun, the Bou Craa 
phosphate mines and the religious centre at 
Smara. Describing the Moroccan fortifica- 
tions, a French military writer noted that 
‘it had taken on the form of a double wall 
of sand and stones three metres in height, 
several metres apart, built by bulldozers 
with foxholes dug in at the top and covered 
with barbed wire on the enemy's side and 
further protected with minefields. Every 
six kilometres was a closed support point 
consisting of blockhouses bui't of stone, 
held by two infantry companies reinforced 
by artillery and armoured units whose task 
was to patrol the sector stretching for three 
kilometres on either side of the installa- 
tion. Mobile groups to the rear were ready 
to intervene as reserve units. All in all, the 
wall mobilised 30,000 men ... and was 
equipped with detection radar which was 
able, like the LCT Stentor (France), to 
pick up a person on foot at 30 kilometres 
and a lorry at 60 kilometres.” 


Polisario and 
‘the wall’ 


Commenting on Moroccan strategy, he 
stressed that ‘‘this line of surveillance and 
obstacles is an extremely old concept . . . 
whose objective is the construction of a 
homogenous and continuous assembly of 
obstacles and protected observation points 
which make it easier to detect the approach 
of the adversary, slow the latter down by 
hindering his movement and thus allow 
fnendly forces the time required to take on 
the enemy under optimum conditions in 
order to win the battle’. In addition, 
Moroccan air power was supposed to serve 
as a further deterrent to eventual Polisario 
assaults against the wall. 
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Once it became evident that diplomatic 
momentum was getting bogged down. Poli- 
sario went on the offensive. In July. the 
wall in southern Morocco at Lemsiyed was 
attacked in order to disrupt communica- 
tions with garrisons in the Western Sahara 
and test Morocco’s response. This attack 
was just a prelude to what must be consi- 
dered as the biggest battle. at the begin- 
ming of September, of the Saharan war. 
Attacking with five motorised battalions, 
80 tanks. Stalin Organ rocket launchers 
and heavy artillery, Polisario struck at the 
wall around Smara. Significantly. Polisanio 
was able to neutralise a large section of the 
wall, even occupying several outposts. 
With the downing of a Mirage F-1 jet 
fighter by SAM missiles, the Moroccan air 
force was rendered useless in the battle. 

This offensive was a demonstration of 
Polisario’s strength and the solidity of its 
alliance with Algeria. At the same time it 
unveiled the vulnerability of the Moroccan 
installations. Indeed, diplomatic sources in 
Paris note that Polisario forces could have 
penetrated deeper into the strategic tri- 
angle if they had wanted to. The lack of a 
response from the United States, preoccu- 
pied by events in Chad, the Middle East 
and Centra] America, was another indica- 
tion that Morocco couid no longer count 
on unconditional support from Washing- 
ton. 

Following the still unexplained death of 
General Ahmed Djimi earlier this year, the 
Polisario offensive traumatised the Moroc- 
can Armed Forces. For the first time since 
its completion in 1981, Morocco launched 
an Offensive beyond the wall in November. 
A motorised column of some 18,000 men 
swept through the Saqiet el-Hamra area in 
an effort to forestall further Polisario 
attacks. This action was largely symbolic 
and highly political in nature for the region 
is extremely rugged, making the pinpoint- 
ing and destruction of Polisario units a 
practically impossible task. 


Hassan’s 
public opinion 


The level of military activity is certain to 
escalate once the deadline for the refeien- 
dum expires at the end of December. For 
Polisario, the intensity of combat is a 
convenient way of keeping pressure on 
King Hassan, considered as the central 
figure for achieving a negotiated solution. 
In many ways, the Western Sahara conflict 
is dependent on the evolution of Moroccan 
domestic politics. Having cemented unity 
around the throne with the ‘annexation”’ 
of the former Spanish Sahara, King Hassan 
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must find a means ot placating his own 
public opinion and the armed forces tw 
save the monarchy and extract the country 
from a war which is sapping its economic 
vitality. 

To assure a modicum of political and 
social stability, King Hassan has prorogued 
the parliament and cobbled together a 
government of national unity behind new- 
ly-appointed Prime Minister Karim Lamra- 
ni, also Director-General of the country’s 
largest enterprise, Office Chérifien des 
Phosphates (OCP). Known as an efficient 
technocrat, Lamrani will head a govern- 
ment composed of six state ministers from 
the kingdom’s principal political parties 
with the goal of assuring cohesion between 
different social groups for the elaboration 
of the new austerity budget and the con- 
solidation of a common frent to cope with 
the international diplomatic pressure to be 
exerted on King Hassan. The country’s 
parlous finances were given a badly needed 
fillip when the International Monetary 
Fund anneunced in November a $530m. 
loan, thus clearing the way for the resche- 
duling of Morocco’s short-term debt repay- 
ments totalling over $1,000m. The price to 
pay was heavy with a 10 per cent devalua- 
tion of the Dirham, enforced budgetary 
austerity and a slashing of state subsidies 
on basic foodstuffs and services. 

Most observers expect Polisario to go on 
the offensive in the months preceding the 
Conakry OAU conference. It is likely that 
attacks will be concentrated in southern 
Morocco itself, an extremely sensitive zone 
for King Hassan’s prestige. Some sources 
even suggest that Polisario might attempt 
to occupy part of the area as a trump for 
future negotiations. In any case, more than 
ever, Saharan diplomacy will be taking 
place on the desert battlefield. 
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ISRAEL 


ACADEMICIAN INTERVIEWED ON INVESTMENT ALTERNATIVES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 8 Nov 83 Supplement pp 12-13 


[Interview with Prof Yosef Gross by MA'ARIV: "In What to Invest?"; date 
and place not specified] 


[Text] The public is confused. It has lost part of its money in devalua- 
tion, and part in stocks which it held--and it does not know what to do now 
in order to escape further erosion of its savings. Prof Yosef Gross, a 
lecturer in the Law Faculty at the University of Tel Aviv, who specializes 
in the subjects of taxation and the capital market, attempts to lead us 
among the remains of the Israeli economy at the end of 1983. 


Question: If you had disposable cash, what would you invest in today? 


Answer: At the threshold, I must note as a starting assumption, that there 
is apparently a lot of free cash in the hands of the public. Large sums 
have left the stock exchange, and are seeking a channel. The trouble is, 
that what the public viewed over the years, until recently, as sacred cows 
have been slaughtered. For a long time, the public invested in banking 
stocks, with regular instructions to add to those investments. Today, in 
spite of the fact that the banking stocks continue to yield a nice return of 
close to 1l percent net in dollar terms, and according to bank computations, 
foreign money deposits are yielding a little less than 5 percent net per 
year--people have fled from the stocks. 


Bank stocks are still a good investment, but there is a problem of lack of 
confidence in the whole system. It is possible that if the atmosphere 
Stabilizes, people will return to bank stocks, 


Question: What is the alternative? 


Answer: According to all indications, a large part of free cash has been 
invested in foreign exchange deposits. Not that the whole public knows 

what these foreign exchange deposits are, but they have heard that it is 
"good" and they have invested in it. In fact, the money sits without 
interest. The principal of foreign currency deposits is apparently invested 
in fluctuations and not in securities. Which means that the public is trying 
to preserve its capital in a fluid situation, by surrendering interest. 
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Some of the public has invested in commercial paper, which yields interest 
on a daily basis. It is possible to put in and withdraw money every day. 


Question: What would you recommend? 


Answer: I am not recommending. It is wrong to recommend these days, I 
think out loud what I would do with money. 


The securities market has reached a ridiculously low point. There are good 
stocks which have reached a worthwhile price. If someone can perceive what 
and who are behind a good stock--there is reason to invest in it. There 
are companies for whom the devaluation means increased profits. Companies 
which operate efficiently are worthy of confidence, 


The conclusion is that there is no reason to chase after stocks without 
examining them, but there are stocks which are definitely attractive. It 
is true that a person who enters the stock market today takes a certain 
risk, but in my opinion, the prospects exceed the risks. 


Question: After all of the declines, do you still have faith in the stock 
exchange? 


Answer: Experience shows that people quickly forget declines. I believe 
that an interesting phenomenon could develop: low stock prices induce 
companies to buy stocks of a company in the same industry in the hope of 
controlling it in the future. If this happens, the stock prices will rise. 
In addition, low stock values of today are bread for the poor. There is no 
great risk in buying a small quantity. 


Question: Do you believe that the stock exchange will recover in the 
near future? 


Answer: There will be development. If the price of a stock today is only 
20 percent of the price at the time it was issued by a serious company-- 
people will have a good feeling, that they are buying a bargain. But they 
should know who and what these companies are really worth. 


Question: What other types of investment are worth considering today? 


Answer: In recent months, many Israelis have turned to short term notes in 
the U.S. and Europe. 


Question: Aren't they subject to tax? 


Answer: According to the interpretation of two orders by the treasury, 

the foreign short term notes have become notes of preferred loans. The tax 
on the interest is at the rate of 25 percent. In comparison, the tax on 
interest in Israel for dollar short term notes is 35 percent, and the tax on 
the interest of foreign currency deposits is 60 percent. 
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But one must be cautious of one detail: if one sells a foreign shor’ term 
note even one day before redemption, the profit is subject to full capital 
gains tax. On the day of redemption, the differences in rate are exempt 
from tax. 


Investment in short term notes abroad is reasonable. I am talking about 
notes from governments, large cities, and large authorities. It is said 
that the notes from the City Bank of New York are bought up because of the 
massive purchases by Israelis. 


It should also be remembered that notes which you have purchased abroad you 
cannot take in your hand. In terms of economic security, you are dependant 
upon the Israeli authorities, just as you are with foreign currency deposits. 


Question: Is it worth investing in real estate? In commodities? 


Answer: It was reported that in the last month, the redemption from sales 
of gems was three to four times the average month. Gems are very easy to 
purchase but very difficult to sell. They also lose value on sale. 


With the purchase of gold or gold coins for investment, there profit is 
subject to capital gains tax. For decorative gold coins, there is no tax. 
As for commodities, there is the problem of security and preservation. 


On the purchase of apartments, there is tax. You can change one apartment 
in 4 years without taxation. I believe that apartment prices are still too 
high for investment, and there are also current taxes. A second hand 
apartment declines in value, with the passage of time. If you are talking 
about profit on an investment, the prices of apartments have not risen in 
recent years in dollars. 


Question: Let's go back to paper. What is preferable, notes linked to 
foreign currency, or to the index? 


Answer: In recent years, linked notes have lost their glow. Only insurance 
companies and funds have been forced to hold them in quantity. At the same 
time, bank stocks were several times preferable. Now, the linked notes have 
regained their popularity. Especially short term notes, the demand for which 
has increased. It is true that their value has risen relatively high, and 
there is no reason that they will not go higher. The estimate is that 

within the year, such notes will yield their full value. 


Linked to dollars, or linked to the index? In the past, notes linked to 
the index were better. After the devaluation of the shekel, the notes 
linked to foreign currency came into their own. Moreover, until today, the 
dollar has always lagged behind the index. If there will not be an addi- 
tional significant devaluation, notes linked to the index are preferable. 


Question: Given that, what is the preferable investment today? 
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Answer: The sages have already said that a person should divide his money in 
three. According to calculations, it appears that a third should be in notes 
linked to the index, a third in notes linked to the dollar, and a third in 
real estate. But not in speculative real estate!. How to exactly apportion 
the various investments is a matter of personal taste and good sense. 


Question: Do you recommend holding dollars in cash? 


Answer: First, it is illegal to hold a sum greater than $500. Besides, 

it is not healthy buying dollars in these times. There is counterfeit in 
circulation. If you keep dollars in the mattress, you don't enjoy any pro- 
ceeds. Later, there are problems of returning the cash to the regular 
System, not to speak of the danger. 


Question: What do you think of other channels of investment, such as 
paintings? 


Answer: There is such a trend today, and not only in Israel. Recently, 
Arab shaykhs have been investing in paintings. There are advantages: it 
is relatively easy to protect the property. One can enjoy the purchase. 
The problem is realizing a sale, when needed, during a recession. A third 
goes to the broker. 


As a rule, today it is easier to make a profit with money than to preserve 
it. 


Question: You have not dealt with foreign stocks, American for example. 


Answer: In investing in American stocks, you are subject to the full tax 

(50 percent). On the other hand, profits from Israeli industrial stocks are 
exempt from taxes, even if they are traded in the U.S. The truth is that the 
situation in Israel has influenced our stocks there. At the same time, 

there are [sraeli stocks which have made a nice profit in dollar values, on 
the New Youk exchange. 


With these stocks, one has to take into account broker commissions, and the 
difference between going in and coming out, in addition to the tax from the 
war in Lebanon, which is applied to these stocks. 


There is a thinking that foreign notes are preferrable, with a net annual 
yield of 7.5 percent. There are also gold coins and medallions for 
collectors, whose value should be preserved. 


In summary, it can be said that the fact that the public has less money 
today, and the money supply is smaller than it had been a few weeks ago, is 
an advantage which reduces the danger to the preservation of the public's 
money's value. I assume that people today are more alert to the preservation 
of their money, and they will not chase after every investment which lacks 

an economic basis. 
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ISRAEL 


GREAT MILITARY MINDS SAID LOST TO PRIVATE SECTOR 
Tel Aviv MA’ARIV in Hebrew 8 Nov 83 p 16 


[Article by Emannuel Rosen: "IDF Loses to Civilian Sector in "Battle for 
Good Brains'"] 


[Text] "In the IDF today, there is a most severe and worrisome phenomenon 
unlike anything else in the flight of professionals needed in electronics 
and computers. Dozens of good minds are moving to the private sector, and 
there is almost no civilian ‘enlistment’ in the army", according to a senior 
officer in the IDF. 


In all branches and corps of the IDF there are discussions today regarding 
the attempt to solve this worsening problem. The senior officer, who is 
participating in these discussions, says: "This delicate fabric of regular 
essential personnel is liable to come apart at any moment’. 


The reason for the flight of these professionals, as they themselves define 
it in their requests to leave the service, is the low pay scale. In the 
civilian sector the pay and the conditions of work are several times better 
than in the army, and the IDF cannot attract these people. 


The following story illustrates this situation: A short time ago, a regular 
service man, an electronic technician by profession, left the service, and 
went to work in the same field for the Military Industry. The corps in 
which he served advertised for someone to fill his post, and the person 

who was ultimately hired was that same service man, who returned to his 
position in the office, this time as a civilian. On his second ‘round' 

this technician received a salary several times larger than the one he had 
received, in addition to a vehicle and a 5-day work week. 


Several days ago, the head of the Manpower Branch, Col Amos Yaron, toured at 
bases of the IDF, and met with two technical quartermasters having the same 
skills. One was a regular service man, married and the father of two 
children, 35 years old, with net earnings of 34,000 shekels per month. The 
second, a reservist, was employed in the same field as in civilian live, was 
married with one child, 30 years old, worked 5 days per week and earned 
50,000 shekels per month net. Facts such as these are very demoralizing for 
the IDF. It is feared that anticipated cuts in the defense budget will 
further damage the defense system in other sectors, 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


IDF CLIMATE-SENSITIVE CONSTRUCTION--Two IDF bases built over the past 2 
years in the southern Negev following the evacuation of the IDF from the 
Sinai have been designed according to ecologically sensitive principles, and 
a model of one of the bases is being presented at the second International 
Symposium on the Influence of Climate on Design and Construction, which 
began yesterday at the Austria Hotel in Tel Aviv. This IDF base was designed 
on the principle of dense construction so that the walking distance from 
place to place would be short. The transits from building to building are 
set so that in a hot climate it is possible to walk from place to 

place comfortably: There is also proper placement of buildings for purposes 
of airconditioning, and the environmental design is constructed so as to 
prevent the penetration of dust from sand around the base. Within the yard 
of the base is a system of solar panels which provide all of the energy 
needs of the base without the need of conventional heating. An explanation 
of the model was given by Prof Arye Beytan, head of the Geography Department 
at the University of Tel Aviv and the chairman of the organizing committee 
of the symposium. He reported that in these bases there has been applied 

an additional method for the prevention of the creation of dust clouds in 
the field where tank training is conducted, and the method is based on 
watering the ground with brackish water. The international symposium was 
organized by the Committee for the Climatology of Construction of the Inter- 
national Federation for Design and Construction, and by the Geography 
Department of the University of Tel Aviv. The symposium will run for 4 days, 
and is being attended by 40 architects and desingers from 12 countries. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 8 Nov 83 p 4] 7075 


NEW CANNON ON MISSILE SHIPS--A modern anti-missile cannon, which fires shells 
of uranium, has recently been installed on naval missile boats. The cannon, 
of the Vulcan Phalanx model, locates the missiles, which are attacking the 
boat, selects the most threatening target, and opens fire on it, all without 
human intervention. The price of the cannon, with its maintenance and 
guidance systems, is $3 million, the price of three sea-to-sea missiles. 

The Vulcan Phalanx is produced by the U.S. and is intended to provide a 
response to the threat posed by the advanced missile systems which have been 
absorbed by the Arab fleets in recent years. The firing rate of the Vulcan 
Phalanx is 3000 shells per minute, with a calibre of 20 m, and its radar 
and computer system is completely automatic. It identifies the attacking 
missiles, tracks them, decides whether or not they are likely to damage the 
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ship, directs the fire, and moves to another target. The uranium shells 
which the cannon fires are of a very high mass because of their weight and 
the speed of their flight, and they are intended to enable the certain 
destruction of the attacking missile. The weight of the Vulcan Phalanx is 
not less than 6 tons, and it is installed on a system which stabilizes it 
even in rough seas. The Vulcan Phalanx is oxly one link in a chain of 
protective measures which have been installed on missile ships. It operates 
as the last barrier to attacking missiles at very close ranges. Saudi 
Arabia has also purchased such cannons and has installed them on four 
missile ships which it has purchased from the U.S. [Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI' 
OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 8 Nov 83 p 4] 7075 


WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE--ARGOS, which is a monthly journai dealing with 
labor affairs and various trends in the world in the area of labor, brings 
some surprising statistics regarding the number of women employed in govern- 
ment service in various countries. Finland has women comprising 26.5 per- 
cent of its work force in government service, Norway 24 percent, Denmark 23 
percent, while the U.S. has only 3.6 percent of its government work force 
being women. This is a small number compared to the Dominican Republic, 
where 13.2 percent are women, or Columbia, which employs 9.9 percent women 
in its government service, or Kenya which has women constituting 6 percent 
of its government work force. It is difficult to know why ARGOS considers 
Finland a miracle, leading in the employment of women in government service. 
Israel, apparently, exceeds all of them: 47 percent of all those employed 
in government service are women, and this number is growing, according to 
the Commission on Government Service, by 2 percent per year. [Text] [Tel 
Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 7 Nov 83 p 25] 7075 
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LEBANON 


MINISTER OF ECONOMY COMMENTS ON ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN SOUTH 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 774, 14 Nov 83 p 12 


[Interview with Ibrahim Halawi, minister of economy, trade and tourism, by 
Mustafa Imam; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Ibrahim Halawi, minister of economy, trade and tourism, announced in an 
interview with AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADS that it is not true that Israeli goods are 
being exported via Lebanon because the Lebanese people adamantly refuse norma- 
lization with Israel. He said, "Despite what Lebanon has borne for the Arabs, 
most of the Arab countries have not borne anything for Lebanon. Rather, they 
are treating Lebanese exports in a very hostile fashion despite the severe 
Crisis the Lebanese economy is experiencing. 


AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI met with the Lebanese minister of economy, trade and 
tourism briefly during his visit to Cairo and conducted this interview. 


[Question] In your opinion, what have been the effects of the civil war and the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon on the Lebanese economy? 


[Answer] The effects have been extremely negative. The economy is currently 
suffering from a severe crisis. We hope that this war, this plight, will end 

so that the Lebanese people can revitalize the Lebanese economy. 

[Question] In your estimation, what is the extent of the damage done to the 
Lebanese economy? Some estimates indicate that the size of the damage is nearly 
2.7 billion dollars. What is your estimate? 

[Answer] The extent of the damage is very great and extreme. No one can cur- 
rently estimate this damage in numbers. I believe that this number is an ap- 
proximation. 


[Question] Has a committee been formed to estimate the extent of the damage? 


fAnswer] Until now, no such committee has been formed. 
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South Refuses Normalization 


[Question] As you know, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon had economic goals, 
specifically in the areas of trade and tourism. Has Israel succeeded in achieving 
these goals? 


[Answer] In my view, Israel has not profited from its invasion of Lebanon. It 
did not gain from the political standpoint or from the economic standpoint. It 
could not normalize relations with Lebanon because the Lebanese people are tied 
to the history and civilization of Lebanon. Israel was not able to impose a 
Specific reality on the government and the people of Lebanon. Although they may 
have forced the entry of Israeli goods into some regions, let me emphasize that 
the resistance of the Lebanese people is very strong. Israel could not impose 

a normalization of relations. 


[Question] But has south Lebanon been flooded with Israeli goods? 


[Answer] Never. Never. Although I cannot deny that some Israeli goods can be 
found in the markets of south Lebanon, I can confirm that the people of the 
south are very resistant and refuse to buy these goods, cheap as their prices 
may be, because they refuse normalization with israel. 


Arabs Have Not Helped Us 


[Question] Do you believe that the Arabs have played their role in helping 
Lebanon through its crisis? 


[Answer] We have said and we say that it is the responsibility of our Arab 
brothers to leave Lebanon standing on solid ground and to help Lebanon economi- 
cally. But the Arabs have still not fulfilled their responsibility toward 
Lebanon. Lebanon has paid much for the Arabs and bears the greatest burden, 
but the Arabs have not helped her. I don't mean all the Arabs. I admire the 
position of Saudi Arabia and the noble position of Egypt. However, some Arabs 
have ignored the situation in Lebanon and they do not even prefer Lebanese ex- 
ports over other exports. 


We Have Not Met With Success 


The Lebanese government is currently exerting efforts to stimulate and increase 
Lebanese exports to Arab countries. What are the results of these efforts? 


[Answer] We have not met with success. We have been treated with great hos- 
tility. We have borne a great deal for the Arabs, but the Arabs have not borne 
a thing for us. 


Not True 


[Question] Perhaps the position of these few is a result: of their fear that 
Israeli goods will leak into Arab markets via Lebanon. 
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[Answer] Some have tried to protest that Israeli goods are being exported via 
Lebanon. But we have proved indisputably that Israeli goods are not being 
exported via Lebanon. We have done so with the certificates of origin that 
accompany goods and verify the origin of expe ted goods. These certificates 
specify the type of product and its place of origin. The Saudis were assured 
of this and began re-importing our products. 


[Question] There is talk that Saudi Arabia will stop exporting its oil through 
the Tapline pipeline that passes through Lebanon because of the current Israeli 
occupation of south Lebanon and Saudi concern for its oil. With the flow of 
Saudi oil through Tapline stop? 


[Answer] Saudi Arabia's position is good and noble. As for this topic, I know 
nothing about it. 


[Question] What do you expect from the national reconciliation conference being 
held in Geneva? 


[Answer] We are optimistic. We believe that if the Lebanese were left to them- 
selves, they would have solved the problem long ago. We do not want anyone to 
interfere in our affairs. 
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LEBANON 


ANALYSIS OF LEBANESE SITUATION IN CONTEXT OF GENEVA TALKS 
Debate Continues Over Treaty 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 31, 12 Nov 83 pp 14-16 


[Article: "War Drums in East, Peace Bells in Geneva; Geneva Conference: Every- 
one Won and the Lebanese Did Not Lose; the Soviets Followed the Sessions via 
Listening and Spying Devices and the Americans Kept Reagan Informed of Details"] 


[Text] The national dialogue conference in Geneva went beyond Lebanon's 
borders and internal problems to become the front behind which regional and 
international struggles, vying to spread their hegemony over the Middle [ast, 
found a hiding piace. The Lebanese have failed so far in their attemprt to 
sort out the threats intertwined between their cause and that of the region. 
Everytime they pull out one threat, knottier and more entangled threads come 
into view. These are the impressions which observers got about the conference, 
convened by President Amin al-Jumayyil and attended by Lebanese leaders repre- 
senting various denominations, currents and tendencies, and which overshadowed 
convictions of the Lebanese who realized that the "independent decision-making 
process" is still in its first steps on the 1,000-mile trip and that this small 
country must walk zigzag lines and uneven surfaces and [incur] contradictions 
in order to save what they can. 


"Lebanon has taken its first steps but still has a lot to learn before it can 
walk alone, unassisted." 


With this brief statement, an assistant to American Ambassador Richard Fair- 
banks assessed the first round. What led to this impression and assessment 
was the efficacious international attendance that accompanied the conference, 
represented primarily by the American role considered by some politicians here 
to be decisive at many levels including: quashing many considerations that 
stood in the way of resuming the conference, waylaying attempts to corner the 
Lebanese regime by forcing it to acknowledge the necessity of abrogating the 
17 May Israeli-Lebanese treaty, and invalidating Syrian pressure 'Abd-al-Halim 
Khaddam brought to bear on the participants, relying on Syria's distinctive 
position in the present Middle East situation, both politically and militar- 
ily. 


The American initiative, which began on the first day of the dialogue confer- 
ence with reservation and out of the limelight, changed into a "storming" in- 
itiative in which Richard Fairbanks employed the logic of "muscle" to make it 
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clear to the conferees that the Washington government had drawn for its policy 
in the area red lines no one was allowed to ignore or overstep. 


The American delegate, who barricaded himself in his country's mission in 
Geneva (near the Intercontinental Ilotel), met with all the heads of delega- 
tions without exception. He informed them that the conference was held to go 
on and come out with positive results, and advised them to overcome procedural 
considerations, parochial sensitivities and personal vendettas because if the 
present situation persisted, the Lebanese will no longer have a "homeland" 
where they can unleash their hatreds and fight over political positions. 


More important, however, is the fact that Ambassador Fairbanks was intent on 
meeting with "Salvation Front" leaders separately. He explained to each of 
them that his government strongly opposed any endeavors to abrogate the 17 May 
treaty, emphasizing that the United States signed the treaty as a participant; 
hence its opposition stemmed from a position of responsibility as well as from 
its belief that the 17 May treaty is the useful means for getting Israel to 
withdraw its forces from southern Lebanon. The delegate was quoted as saying 
to Nabih Birri, head of the "Amal Movement,'' with whom he met for a long time: 
In whose interest do you wish to abrogate the treaty? Will abrogation liber- 
ate the south and remove the specter of occupation that has been there for 
years?" 


lle added: "I do not think that the ‘popular resistance’ you are proposing 
will yield quick results. If evacuation of Israeli forces can be ensured 
without death and destruction, why tarry in adopting this option?" 


Ambassador Fairbanks was in constant touch with President Reagan and Secretary 
of State George Shultz to keep them apprised of the way things were going in 
the dialogue conference. Ile kept National Security Advisor Robert McFarlane 
posted on discussions between Lebanese leaders so as to be well-informed on 
what was going on. McFarlane cabled the U.S. Mission in Geneva, specially 
mobilized to follow the dialogue conference, about the need to help the 
Lebanese legitimate government in providing opportunities for the conference's 
success, even if it meant pressuring parties concerned with the present con- 
flict in Lebanon to waive their conditions and to overcome their complexes so 
that conference results will meet expectations. 


The American password was "this conference cannot be allowed to fail." However, 
the vigor with which McFarlane defended the Israeli-Lebanese treaty was met 
with intransigence by some "National Salvation Front" leaders, particularly 
former President Sulayman Fanjiyah, [former prime minister] Rashid Karami and 
[Amal Movement leader] Nabih Birri, (whereas observers noted that [Druze lead- 
er] Walid Junblatt was flexible, and there was some speculation about Junbaltt's 
position and his steering clear of stiff opposition to the treaty), who in- 
sisted on the treaty's abrogation on the pretext that it included 4 points that 
constituted a violation of Lebanon's sovereignty and independence, particularly 
those related to the security zone, daily patrols that the Israeli army may 
undertake inside Lebanese territory and the definition of the arms the Lebanese 
army may use inside the security zone. 








At a dinner with a number of journalists on the second day of the conference, 
former President Kamil Sham'un (head of the Lebanese Front) supported "Nation- 
al Salvation Front" reservations detailed by former President Sulayman 
Franjiyah (very calmly and unemotionally) as violacicus of national sovereign- 
ty. Sham'un said that he had reservations about them from the start and that 
Parliament should have debated those items before approving the treaty. The 
head of the Lebanese Front justified that by attributing it to the desire of 
most parties to make things easy for the regime and to provide it with an op- 
portunity to work for the evacuation of Israeli forces. 


Former President Sham'un went on to say that the treaty had been signed and 
approved and the next step was ratification and exchange of documents. But 

the fact is that the treaty has been "frozen" without an official announcement, 
so long as it has not yet been ratified. This means, in reality, that the re- 
gime was avoiding possible international and regional embarrassments, in the 
event the treaty was ratified, or was looking for a way out of abrogating it. 
Sham'un strongly criticized advocates of abrogation, saying it was a call for 
the abrogation of Lebanon's sovereignty and independence and the sanctification 
of foreign occupations. He did not oppose, however, any amendment of the points 
brought up by Fanjiyah. 


It seems that McFarlane did not wish to make the treaty itself a point of con- 
tention among the conferees, so he proposed freezing it, that is, putting it 
on ice. In his second round of meeting with dialogue leaders, he used the 
word 'freezing,'’' provided that the president personally make necessary inter- 
national contacts with a view to finding a solution to the subject of the 
treaty. 


This proposal was welcomed by President Amin al-Jumayyil, by "Lebanese Front" 
leaders and by former prime minister Sa'ib Salam as well. The surprise was 
that former President Sulayman Franjiyah, who had not abandoned his basic 
position on the Lebanese-Israeli treaty for one day, was a prominent supporter 
of the treaty on the grounds that duty calls for clearing the way for the pres- 
ident to find ways that would liberate the land as long as he had expressed 

his wish to cooperate with all parties with no strings attached in order to 
save Lebanon. 


Indeed, a proposal put forth by former President Kamil Sham'un that President 
Amin al-Jumayyil initiate necessary international contacts about the Lebanese- 
Israeli treaty won unanimous support. A responsible source told AL-TADAMUN 

that positions on the treaty remained unchanged, but agreement among all parties 
that this matter be entrusted to the president reflected everyone's wish ''to 
eat the grapes, not to kill the warden," in other words, to establish firmly 
Lebanon's sovereignty and independence through Israeli withdrawal. 


To confront the American role, the Soviet presence in Geneva was active, but 
out of the limelight. The Soviet mission is only 10 ‘neters from the Inter- 
continental Hotel where a Middle East desk officer from the Soviet Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs stayed to meet with leaders of the national movement in Lebanon 
who were in Geneva for the conference, and to assess the atmosphere before and 


25 











during the conference. AL-TADAMUN learned that Walid Junblatt visited the 
Soviet mission for a long meeting with an official who was intent on prevent- 
ing the United States from using the conference's outcome to its advantage in 
the area. It was agreed to follow a specific plan to render ineffectual 
American influence within the conference, to prevent it from "putting holes” 
in "National Salvation Front" ranks and to determine the degree of its effect 
on former President Sulayman Franjiyah and lawyer Nabir Birri. 


A prominent "Lebanese Front" delegate to the dialogue conference told AL- 
TADAMUN that the Front had information that Soviet intelligence installed at 
its mission sophisticated laser-operated listening devices to monitor events 
inside the conference hall. In addition, a number of high officials in the 
Lebanese Communist Party were at the Intercontinental keeping up with the 
talks. 


This was on the international level. As for the regional level, Israel, Syria 
and Saudi Arabia maintained heavy and effective presences in the conference and 
on the sidelines, each exerting pressure in some direction. 


Israel sent a high-level delegation that made strong and intensive contacts 
with U.S. Ambassador Richard Fairbanks, warning against the consequences of 
abrogating the Lebanese-Israeli treaty and regarding any attempts to violate 
this agreement as playing with fire. Western diplomatic sources confirmed to 
AL-TADAMUN that Ishaq Limur, chief of the Lebanon desk in the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, met with a Lebanese personality on the first day of the conference 
and asked him not to oppose the Lebanese-Isracli treaty and ask for its abro- 
gation since this would have some extremely negative repercussions on the 
eround. 


Lebanese-Israeli policy coordinator, Uri Lubrani, had met on the eve of the 
conference with another Lebanese personality in a Geneva restaurant to inform 
him that Israel's reply to the demand to abrogate the treaty would be harsh 
and swift, irrespective of the negative consequences. Just before the end of 
the first round of talks at the dialogue conference, the director general of 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry, David Kimche, arrived in Geneva for a long meet- 
ing with Ambassador Richard Fairbanks. It was a stormy meeting in which the 
Israeli official informed Fairbanks that "endeavors to abrogate the 17 May 
treaty means prolonged presence of Israeli forces in southern Lebanon and in- 
stitution of new strict measures that would convert Lebanon into a ‘North 
Bank.’ 


The Syrian note was twofold: to control the opposition and to unify its ef- 
forts to force the regime into an initial commitment to abrogate the Lebanese- 
Isracli treaty. However, the Syrian role faced strong international influence 
from the United States, regional influence from Israel, and local influence 
from severe criticism conveyed by Kamil Sham'un and Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil, 
thus prompting Minister 'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam to resort to self-defense and to 
assume a neutral stance while retaining his position on the 17 May treaty. 

The Syrian interlocutor was able to overcome the embarrassment trap set around 
him by accepting the way out arrived at during the conference concerning the 
matter of the treaty [i.e., freezing it]. 
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A member of the Syrian delegation says that Khaddam's position had two objec- 
tives: to emphasize his non-involvement in the conference as an impeder, and 
to throw the ball into the American court through contacts the Lebanese 
president was going to make in Washington to achieve Israeli withdrawal or to 
amend or abrogate the treaty. This would end Syria's responsibility vis-a- 
vis Israeli reaction should the treaty be abrogated. 


Informed sources believe that Minister Khaddam managed a brilliant outflank- 
ing maneuver in the conference which came out with a recommendation that 
steered clear of mentioning Syrian military pressence, nullifying attempts to 
compare it to Israeli military presence. 


No matter how different interpretations of the aforementioned roles may be, 
they were unanimous in their agreement that the Saudi role was a con- 

structive one pivoting around 3 axes in order to save the dialogue conference 
from failure and collapse. The first axis was with the United States and west 
European countries in order to provide international coimates essential for the 
success of the conference and to eliminate obstacles that might prevent at- 
tainment of intended results. The second axis was with Arab states concerned 
with the Lebanese crisis. Intensive Saudi-Syrian talks preceeded the national 
dialogue conference in Damascus on the highest levels in order to "soften" 

the Syrian position in the service of Saudi objectives in the conference. 

The third axis was with local parties of various affiliations and tendencies 

to drop their personal sensitivities and parochial political considerations 

and commit themselves to saving Lebanon from total collapse. Saudi Arabia 
achieved great success in its endeavors despite peripheral campaigns against 

it during the conference by a participant; a matter which prompted former prime 
ministers Rashid Karami ans Sa'ib Salam and Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil to re- 
quest that verbal attacks on the Arabs and Saudi Arabia be stricken from the 
minutes of the first series of meetings. 


After this presentation dealing with regional and international roles in the 
national dialogue conference in Genera, what general results can be deduced 
from the conference? 


First is the proof that the Lebanese can agree to get together awya from peri- 
pheral influencing factors. 


Second, the viewpoint that the power given President Amin al-Jumayyil is tanta- 
mount to his re-election and confirmation of his presidency's legitimacy. 

This is what former President Sulayman Franjiyah expressed when he addressed 
the president saying that he was the father of all Lebanese. 


Third, President Amin al-Jumayyil's maturity, political awareness and patriotic 
perception with which he ran the conference sessions in order to overcome all 
considerations in the interest of creating a calm atmosphere during the ses- 
sions. The Lebanese president went through much during the first 2 days of 

the conference when he had to face sullen faces, tense nerves and charged 
atmospheres. He took all these manifestations in, trying to assimilate them 
and keeping sight of the fact that he must not be swept away behind attempts 

to provoke and disconcert him, he who is known for his prime and vigor. 
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Fourth, the "carte blance" the conferees gave the president regarding the 
Lebanese-Israeli treaty reinforced his stance that the treaty must not be 
changed due to regional and international participation in it. Unilateral 
opposition under any kinds of pressure is bound to have negative repercus- 
sions on endeavors to liberate Lebanon from foreign occupation. 


Fifth, in this conference, Syria was semi-successful. While it was unable to 
convince the conferees to adopt its position to abrogate the 17 May treaty, 
the recommendation issued about the Israeli occupation and the president's 
empowerment to undertake necessary international contacts to discuss the 
treaty had no mention of Syrian military presence; add to that Syria's be- 
lief that it threw the bail into the American court. 


Sixth, the conference achieved success for Saudi Arabia who placed its bet 

on all the Lebanese, placing them before their responsibilities around the 
dialogue table in an attempt to make the logic of words and encounter triumph 
over that of weapons and division. 


In this respect, the new Saudi ambassador to Lebanon, Shaykh Ahmad al-Kuhaymi, 
told AL-TADAMUN the Saudi kingdom is fully aware of all positions and disre- 
gards all criticisms because its constructive role emanates from a national and 
human duty to help Lebanon move amidst continual bloodbaths on its soil. 


On another level, observers here interpreted former President Sulayman 
Franjiyah's flexibility as a prelude to an indirect return to moderation on 
the eve when questions about Lebanon were to be raised. Proof of that is 

his standing up to Walid Junblatt when he attacked the presidency's primacy 
and threatened minority domination over the majority in Lebanon. Observers 
also believe that Walid Jumblatt wisely avoided discussions related to the 
Lebanese-Israeli treaty, thereby pleasing Syria and not angering Israel, and 
maintained the line he followed from the start of taking advantage of regional 
and international contradictions. 


President Jumayyil; after the dialogue conference, began contacts to visit 
Washington to meet with American President Ronald Reagan to discuss the matter 
of the 17 May treaty. Hence, the second series of conference meetings will be 
postponed until the 2lst of this month because President Jumayyil did not have 
the chance to arrange a meeting with his American counterpart. 


Informed circles say that a Syrian-Lebanese summit in the process © being ar- 
ranged may soon bring Presidents Jumayyil and Asad together with a view to 
beginning, discussion on Lebanese-Syrian relations and initiating talks there- 
after to find solutions to issues pending between them. However, some Lebanese 
circles expressed the belief that the second part of the conference will not be 
held because certain regional and international developments being witnessed 

in the Lebanese theatre in rapid succession may erupt in such a way as to 
render useless the resumption of the dialogue, especially that it will bring 

up sensitive internal matters related to Lebanon's make-up. But in the wake 

of events that touched French and American Forces operating, within the frame- 
work of the multi-national force, the explosion aimed at the Israeli governor's 
headquarters in Tyre and the Syrian-Palestinian war in northern Lebanon and 
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anticipated regional and international reactions thereto, the question being 
raised today is whether the drums of war in the east will precede the bells of 
peace in Geneva. 


Geneva Conference Symptomizes Change 
London AL~TADAMUN in Arabic No 31, 12 Nov 83 pp 19-20 


[Article by Manah al-Sulh: "The West Gives Its Heart to Lebanon to Same Fx- 
tent as Lebanon Gives Its Heart to Democracy; Lebanon Began Looking Forward to 
Real Life When It Stopped Dying" } 


[Text2 Manah al-Sulh is one of the most prominent political thinkers who have 
dealt with the Lebanese issue and its ties to Arab reality. He gave AL- 
TADAMUN this exclusive on Lebanese national conciliation. 


The primary significance of the Geneva conference is that it was held. It 
rehabilitated the Lebanese common bond shattered by events not only into sects 
but into regions as well. Up until before the events, the Lebanese apportioned 
their allegiance and interests among the sects. Now, they have also apportion- 
ed their identity among their various regions. No longer is the sect the only 
burden on Lebanese unity; the region has become one as well. The encounter 
between those who assembled in Geneva is an encounter between sects and regions 
for a specific goal: to rehabilitate the Lebanese national bond. 


The conference was held in a spirit free of delusions that had dominated broad 
factions during the events, including the greatest delusion that it was pos- 
sible to build a state without the Arabs and Arab identity. There was a wide- 
spread notion that Lebanon stood in the middle between Israel and the Arab 
states, not only in the military sense, not only in the political and economic 
sense, but also in the civilizational sense as well. The convening of the con- 
ference came to restore things to their original state of affairs and to con- 
demn renunciation of the Arab identity as an intellectual adventure with no 
horizons and as a passing issue kindled in all groups with no exception by war 
sensitivities and naturally frivolous instincts. 


Although the conference is basically the fruit of Arab and international 
pressures, most significant of which are American and Saudi pressures, its 
convening nonetheless created an impregnable genuine Lebanese situation from 
which there is no going back. Whereas the conferees met under pressure from 
here to there, they s'all remain in the encounter line of their own volition 
whatever changes may come upon Arab and international interests. The seeds 
have already been planted and the encounter has begun to yield fruit even be- 
fore it is over, irrespective, I can almost say, of the end results. 


From now on, we shall have a politically mature Lebanon. The Muslims have he- 
come well-aware that they cannot have the Arab states fight their battles for 
them the way they want and for the goals they strive for on the domestic 
level. This compels them to concentrate on their own capabilities, on the 
soundness of their visions of the Lebanese future, and on their cooperation 
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with the rest of the Lebanese. Likewise, the Christians woke up to the fact 
that the West has its own special interest and fixed civilization values. It 
is neither ready to abandon its interests at the request of the Lebanese 
Christians, nor to look at things through the eyes of the unrelenting Lebanese 
fighter. If the Christians want to be understood and supported by the West-- 
this has Arab and Lebanese positivisms on more than one level--they have to be 
convincing to the West's civilizational values and ideals, most important of 
which are democratic truth and a dialogue built on freedom of thought and ex- 
pression. For the West gives its heart to Lebanon to the same extent that 
Lebanon gives its heart and mind to democracy. 


One characteristic of the conference is that it was an Arab conference at- 
tended by Saudi Arabia and Syria, and it resulted in a resolution reaffirming 
Lebanon's Arab character. Another characteristic is thet it conformed with 
Western values that understand and sympathize with Lebanon more than Lebanon 
is true to its democratic heritage and when it adheres to its open political 
diversity. 


We do not rejoice in emphasizing Lebanon's Arab character as an accomplished 
objective fact but as a role Lebanon will play again. The Arab states need 
Lebanon as much as Lebanon needs them and more. The gauge is not in who is 
with Acabism but who is of Arabism, specially that the onset of the era of 
Arab-Israeli competition and not just the era of Arab-Israeli dispute gives 
weight to the Lebanese human factor. Lebanon may be a small soldier in the 
era of dispute but is a formidable soldier in the era of competition. Very 
few are the Arab states who can do on this level what Lebanon can do. I can 
even specifically say that Egypt and Lebanon are almost alone in this qual- 
itative war with Israel. 


Signs to the contrary notwithstanding, Lebanon is living through the possibil- 
ity of a major burst [of development] hitherto unknown to it. Institutions 
and mentalities that have fallen from Lebanon and in Lebanon may not deserve 
much sorrow, provided that Lebanon hasten the building of strong and capable 
institutions. 


One principal official who emerged as a result of the war is President Amin 
al-Jumayyil. He possesses all the elements of success if the Phalange would 
realize that his success alone as president is what they should reap from the 
fruits of rule. Because if he succeeded as president and the Phalange did not 
win for themselves positions, jobs and privileges, they would still be winners. 
But if the president failed and the Phalange obtained during his reign all 

the gains on earth, they would be losers. For the presidency to be given to 
one of them is a historical opportunity which will either rise with the 
Phalange to the level of the party regarded in Lebanon and the world as a 
national necessity or it will strip it of the right to aspire to be the repre- 
sentative of a certain group in the Lebanese political life. The Phalange must 
not forget that their basic support has hitherto been in blazing emotions they 
have traditionall addressed. From now on, they have to win the admiration of 
the Lebanese mind. 
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The president's success may open the door that has long been shut in the face 
of Phalange ambition. It is the door of the Muslim public the Phalange has 
been unable to penetrate, even at the pinnacle of their polarization of 
Lebanese feelings. 


Hence, Amin al-Jumayyil with his open ways, not Bashir al-Jumayyil, is the 
one who lifted the strong Lebanese party's Islamic isolation. Whatever the 
capabilities of the Lebanese groups--those who met in Ceneva and those who 
did not meet--to help the president succeed may be, the Phalange possesses 
the supreme ability in this regard. They can, to a large extent, make the 
president a success or a failure, particularly that the president a long time 
ago passed the test of understanding all political sides in Lebanon. He 
understands the angle from which Muslims view matters as well as that of the 
Arabs, leftists and moderns. This is not a widespread phenomenon in broad 
Lebanese circles. 


Under the impact of the ugly inexorable war and as a result of tragedies, 
murder and excesses, a mentality nostalgically viewing the past as all per- 
fect with regard to the Lebanese way of rule and even way of life prevailed. 
With the rising stress of events, however, and security and peace of mind at 

an all time low, it became clear that the Lebanese want a stronger, more stable 
and more able political future capable of facing challenges. Return to the 
past is not the cure, though so it may have seemed at one time. This growing 
feeling forms the basis of the true awakening the Lebanese are striving for 
after Geneva. Lebanon has begun to look forward to a real life since it 
stopped dying. 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE DEPUTY INTERVIEWED ON TRIPOLI SITUATION 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 30 Oct 83 p 17 


[Interview with Dr ‘Abd-al-Majid al-Rafi'i, a Lebanese deputy, bv 
Muhammad ‘Anan: "This is the Balance of Forces Which Controls Lebanon's 
Tripoli"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] What happened in Tripoli, the capital of North Lebanon, between 
the 8th and the 13th of this month was almost as important and serious 
as what happened in the Shuf and Alayh areas of Mount Lebanon. Battles 
fought in the streets and alleyways produced an astonishing number of 
dead and wounded, as well as great destruction. They also had a 
political result fraught with special and serious import, for the 
communists were driven from the city of Tripoli, while the presence 

of the Syrian pan-Arab nationalists was severely confined as well. 

In addition, the extremist Islamic forces, as represented by the Islamic 
Unification Movement, established their hegemony over important sections 
of the city. 


What happened in Tripoli? 
Where can this dangerous conflict of forces in Lebanon lead? 


What are the indicators which are determining the image of the obscure 
future and its potentialities on the Lebanese scene in general? 


These are questions which require certain, definite answers. One must 

turn to the fount of experience. Someone like Deputy Dr ‘Abd-al-Majid 
al-Rafi'i is especially useful in this regard, since he has depicted 

for everyone the image of what we have lived through on the ground recently. 


For more than a month now, that is, since coming into conflict with the 
extremist forces, he has raised his voice high in warning about some of 
the terrible results of the confused situation in Tripoli. Naturally, 
he has also warned of the possibility of other disasters occurring in 
more than one place in Lebanon. 


In this interview with Dr al-Rafi'i, new things are laid bare which 


were known only to a few. We will see that the Islamic Unification 
Movement is nothing but a tripartite combination currently controlled by 


32 








contradictory forces. To be more precise, the movement is controlled 
by the Fatah movement, on the one hand, and by Syria, on the other. 

We will also reveal a surprising fact: Some of the leaders of these 
extremist Islamic organizations have Maoist tendencies which are closer 
to Chinese communism than to Islamic religious thought. 


At the start of the interview, Deputy Dr ‘Abd-al-Majid al-Rafi'i 
described the tripartite structure of the Islamic Unification Movement 
in the following fashion. 


First: "Popular Resistance." It is headed by Khalil ‘'Akkawi, who 
belongs to the section of the Fatah movement controlled by Mr Yasir 
"Arafat. His deputy is Balal Matr, who is closest to the Syrians. 


Second: "The Youth of Arab Lebanon." It is headed by "Ismat Murad, 
who studied medicine in France. He is a Maoist, while his deputy, Malik 
"Allush (Abu Samir), is linked to the Syrians. 


Third: "Jund Allah." This is a radical organization set up at the start 
of the 1970's. It was headed by Fawwaz Husayn Agha who rejected the 
militarization of the organization. However, he was betrayed at the 
hands of the middle-level leaders, who accepted the Unification Movement. 
Shaykh Kin'an Naji and Muhammad al-Mura ‘ibi (Abu Mis'ab) are considered 
two of the most prominent leaders of this organization 


In the face of the frightening mixture of organizations which are in 
conflict with each other today in Tripoli, what is the solution? We 
asked Dr al-Rafi'i how he thought it would be possible to solve the 
problem, not just in the unfortunate northern city, but in Lebanon as 
a whole. Then we spoke with him about many other matters having to do 
with the future of this country, which has been sentenced to death and 
tribulation. 


But before beginning our interview with him, we asked what his position 
was now, and whether he was still in the heart of the Lebanese opposition 
movement. 


[Question] We must ask a clarifying question before beginning our 
interview with you. Do you think that your position as a national, 
political deputy has shifted from an opposition stance to one of support 
for the government? 


[Answer] To’‘begin with, I must point out that political concepts are 
neither sacred nor unchanging. Rather, they express a dynamic state. 
They usually adapt to the nature of the stage and its temporary slogans. 
In order to speak properly about opposition and support in their natural 
context, the political situation must be relatively stable. Political 
action is then governed by certain general rules. A state of opposition 
to or support for a particular regime can be clearly discerned when 
political action on the part of both the oppositon and the regime's 
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supporters is based on the extent to which each group agrees with or 
opposes the political programs of the other side. But when the situation 
the country is passing through goes beyond the limits of discussion and, 
in a basic way, transcends the nature of political programs, so that 

the very existence of the nation is being dealt with, then we think 

that the standards and measures we use should be completely different. 


At this point, I want to clarify a simple matter. When the land is 
occupied and the country's sovereignty is threatened, then the contents 
of political concepts must be consistent with reality. Opposition, as 

a concept and an expression of a political program, must exist, as must 
support for the regime. However, the content of these concepts is 
different from what it would be if the country were in a natural situation 
and if its existence were not threatened. 


At this point, opposition becomes patriotic opposition, and support for 
the regime becomes patriotic support. In other words, the opposition must 
oppose all who threaten the existence of the country. The regime's 
Supporters must be loyal to the land, the people, and the country's 
sovereignty and independence, No one should be loyal or opposed to the 
government. These are the foundations upon which we rely in determining 
our position, both inside the Chamber of Deputies and outside it. 


Therefore, let me say plainly that under normal circumstances, we are 

part of the core of the political opposition to the extant regime. Indeed, 
we are the foundation of this opposition, in view of the disagreement 
which exists regarding the nature of government. On the one side, we 
have a government resting on a sectarian, capitalist system, and on the 
other side, there is our political program, which calls for a just, 
democratic, national government as a step toward setting up a democratic, 
socialist society. Thus, the difference between ourselves and the 
government has to do with our intellectual foundations, political programs 
and economic concepts. This is the position we have held all through the 
past years. The Ba'thists suffered more than any other national faction 
from the pressure exerted by the government's agencies. But if the 
country is passing through unnatural circumstances, and if the dangers 
surrounding its destiny are threatening it on every side, then our 
struggling and political effort must be focused on what we consider to 

be the priorities we must strive to achieve, The priorities which, in 
our view, ought to determine the shape of all the forms of our political 
action can be summed up as working to liberate the land from occupation 
and reunify it. 


The peoples whose countries have been exposed to invasion and occupation 
have unified themselves in order to confront the foreign dangers. They 
rid themselves of their internal political differences in order to 
confront the basic threat to their existence. The left and the right 
could be seen forming one front in the same trench to confront the 
aggressor and occupier. In my view, this is what makes up the ABC's 

of patriotism. 
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On that basis, we say plainly that we support every effort which is 
exerted to save, liberate and reunify the country. The government has 

its responsibility in this regard as well. If it moves in this direction, 
we will support its positions, since that will be consistent with our 
principles and our temporary slogans. If it deviates from this path, 

we will oppose it strongly. 


In the past, our party has taken many positions critical of and opposed 
to the government's program when we found that its political behavior 
and actions were inconsistent with the comprehensive aspirations of the 
country for sovereignty and unity. 


This is what happened with respect to the agreement with the Zionist 
enemy, which we opposed. We made a number of observations concerning 
the way the government put all the cards in the hands of America, and 
we also commented on its domestic policy, especially on the economic 
and social levels. Therefore, I say we are among those who shift their 
rifles from one shoulder to another. We have not changed the political 
positions which we think are consistent with our nationalist and pan-Arab 
convictions. We consider ourselves to be the most faithful nationalist 
faction in expressing the country's goals, because true nationalism is 
consistent with national sovereignty and the unity of the land, the 
people and the institutions, We consider ourselves the nationalist 
faction which enjoys the greatest degree of independence in making its 
political decisions, We consider this political line, whose threads 

we have woven with the blood of our martyrs, the basis on which all 
saving political effort which aims to free Lebanon from the claws of 
the occupation and all the foreign, negative effects on its internal 
situation must rest, 


[Question] Very serious developments have happened in the last 40 

days. It has become possible for observers of events on the Lebanese 
scene to see a clear change in the balance of power. To what extent can 
these developments have a negative or positive effect on the future of 
Lebanon? 


[Answer] I share your opinion that the developments which have occurred 
recently are extremely serious, especially if what is now going on in 
the south, the north and the Biqa" is taken into consideration, too. 

The negative results of what happened in the past days by far exceed 

the positive ones, Even if one sees in the damage done to the 
"Lebanese Forces" something positive, there were still very negative 
results. Among these results were the sectarian massacres committed in 
the Mountain, which increased the deep split among the Lebanese and 
caused a demographic shift to occur on a sectarian and confessional 
basis. This will influence the form in which the Lebanese coexist. 


Through their context, the recent events uncovered whatever motivating 
role the Zionist enemy played. The enemy is currently trying to transfer 
his workshop to the south and the region of al-Kharrub, after having 
completed his task in the Mountain. 

















In addition to all that, the recent events in the Mountain returned 
effective influence on the LeLanese scene to the Syrian regime. Everyone 
knows what a negative role it has played in past years. 


While pointing that out, we are fully aware that the recent events gave 
America the justification it needed to intervene militarily in Lebanon. 
We reject this and any transgression of the limits set for the task of 

the multinational force, which originally came to protect Lebanese and 

Palestinian civilians after the massacres at Sabra and Shatilla. 


Therefore, when you put the results in the balance pans, the heavier pan 
is the negative one. Then, too, pressure is being exerted against the 
Lebanese government in order to push it to offer concessions to the Syrian 
regime, as it did to the Zionist enemy, as part of a Syrian--American 
deal. The most important result of this pressure has been the attack on 
the Palestinian resistance in the Biqa' and its expulsion from the line 

of contact with the Zionist enemy. In additicn, there are the obstacles 
which are impeding the progress of the national dialogue. 


[Question] Some see in the events in Lebanon constituent factors which 
help to make up a broader Middle Eastern or Arab development. Can we 
really link what is happening locally with what is happening in the Arab 
world, and therefore speak about what has been called the Balkanization 
of the region? 


[Answer] All have come to know that Lebanon did not explode simply because 
of its internal contradictions, although we cannot deny the role played 

by these contradictions in assuring there would be a receptive atmosphere 
for the elements from outside Lebanon which caused the explosion. Moreover, 
all have come to realize that what has happened and is happening in 

Lebanon is part of an escalating attack on the Arab nation carried out 

by the Zionist movement with complete connivance on the part of the 
decision-making centers in the world colonialist powers. The goal of 

this attack is to rearrange the situation in the Arab region in a way that 
serves the interests of the Zionist entity and the United States of America. 
A program for resolving the crisis was worked out which allowed some Arab 
regimes to take public political action. This was done to cover up the 
passing of the plan. Its implementation requires that the progressive 

Arab centers be attacked. The enemy's effort was concentrated on the 
Lebanese scene, since the center or gravity of the Palestinian revolution 
was located there. In addition, the enemy wanted to strike a blow against 
the democratic climate in Lebanon. Thus, Lebanon contained all the 

elements which in one way or another are connected to the course of the 
Arab--Zionist conflict. The events in Lebanon, with their Arab and 
international dimensions, formed a concentrated summary of the elements of 
the Arab--Zionist conflict. Therefore, it became very difficult to separate 
the Lebanese crisis from what came to be called the Middle East crisis. 

The solution of the Lebanese crisis is connected in one way or another 

to the plans which are being cooked up to solve the regional crisis. 
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Although we ' know what is being planned for Lebanon and the Arab 
nation, the coucvext of events, the ways in which they interract, and 
our understanding of the nature of the Zionist plan, which is supported 
by America, make us view with great worry the future of Lebanon and the 
Arab region, since there is no pan-Arab factor to deter such a plot 
against the Arab nation. 


[Question] The American newspapers are talking about the independent 
view of some elements in the administration who say that it is necessary 
to focus on cooperation between the United States of America and Syria 
How do you interpret this information, and how correct is it? 


[Answer] We Arabs fall for a great deception when we bet on a dispute 
occurring between wings within the American administration. We forget 
that America, with its two basic parties, is an essential ally of "Israel," 
and not a friend of the Arabs. America's policy as a party power rests 
on certain foundations which control it. Primary among these are its 
interests. Whenever a dispute occurs between the so-called wings, it is 
carried on for the sake of seizing the centers of decision-making power 
and influence within the country. This dispute is covered up by opposi- 
tion to foreign policy. But what changes have happened in America's 
policy toward the Arabs and their legitimate issues under the Democrats 
or the Republicans? 


Therefore, American policy is determined by a central line which does not 
alter the nature of the change in the language of political interaction. 

We saw that the crew headed by Clark wanted to improve relations with 
Syria in order to achieve certain goals. Then Clark was removed from 

his position in the National Security Council, and America's set program 
did not change at all. All should acknowledge that Syrian--American 
relations, which are based on "comprehension and mutual understanding," 
with permission from the state of Prime Minister Sa'ib Salam, are not 

new, but old. America's understanding for Syria's role is due to the 

fact that it is part of America’s policy in the region. The Syrian 
regime has never ceased talking about the resistance, but it attacked 

the resistance when its forces entered Lebanon in 1976. Today, it is 
completing the last phase of this attack operation. No observer can 

miss the fact that a big deal has been made by Syria and America at the 
expense of Lebanon and the PLO. As for what is called the "security of 
Israel," when the Syrian regime accepted Resolution 338, and consequently 
Resolution 242, it appoved in principle the existence of "Israel" and 

the provision of security to it. Everything that happened later simply 
amounted to an execution of this original policy. Everyone knows, too, 
that in one of the clauses of the disengagement agreement it signed in 
1974, the Syrian regime promised to forbid any fedayeen presence on the 
line of contact with the enemy. It also promised to keep the fedayeen from 
slipping across the Syrian army's lines in whatever regions where the 

army might be stationed. Therefore, it is not merely a matter of inde- 
pendent opinions held by officials in the American administration. Rather, 
we are dealing with a firm policy which is carried out in various ways, 

but whose essence stays the same. 
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[Question] In an earlier interview you gave on television, you focused 

on the priority of liberating the country. As someone who knows well from 
experience the transformations which have occurred in Lebanese politics, 
do you believe that this slogan will induce some parties not to exploit 
the circumstances of the occupation in order to establish their political 
hegemony? 


[Answer] Many Lebanese have been greatly deceived by thinking they could 
derive strength from foreign factors in order to improve their domestic 
positions. It has become obvious that the foreign powers only set up 
relations with internal powers to the extent to which the latter serve 
their interests, and not the ohter way around. 


Those who rushed into this project at the start have paid the price 
from their private capital. They have caused the worst kind of harm 
to Lebanon. Those who have once again tried to derive strength from 
these factors will certainly be the losers in the end, for they will 
discover that they are not permitted to act in a manner distinct from 
the interests of the powers which supported them and assured them of a 
climate in which they could achieve gains on the ground. 


Therefore, when we talk about the priority of liberating the country, we 
enclose this call inside another call for internal reconciliation based 
on the principle of confronting the dangers which surround the country's 
fate, forming a closely aligned, internal front which would take respon- 
sibility for guiding the Lebanese people and investing all their energies 
in the service of the battle of liberation and reunifying the country. 
The Lebanese must depend on deriving their strength from each other, 
instead of relying on others to help them against other Lebanese. The 
latter course of action amounts to national murder. It has served as a 
gateway for those who wish to harm Lebanon and the unity of its land and 
people. 


[Question] What separates you politically from the Salvation Front? 
What are the theses about which you agree with it? 


[Answer] The creation of what is called the Salvation Front is really 
an indication of the vitality of Lebanese political life and its rela- 
tively democratic character. We agree with this front on two theses. 
The first is its position vis-a-vis the Zionist occupation. The second 
is the necessity of achieving national reconciliation. But we differ 
from them, for the front was formed in the context of support for the 
Syrian regime, rather than as an opposition movement based on Lebanese 
territory. That is, in political terms, it takes the Syrian position. 
It is mortgaged to this position and cannot enjoy independence in 
making its political decisions, Although some of its members desire 
such independence, desires are one thing, while reality as it exists on 
the ground is another. 
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[Question] How do you envision the givens which the Lebanese political 
dialogue can examine? When the committee sessions begin, will there be 
hope for reaching a fundamental solution to the crisis? 


[Answer] Merely beginning the dialogue is a positive step in and of 
itself. I believe that if the dialogue commission manages to meet in 

a situation removed from any outside pressure, it will achieve positive 
results without a doubt. Some of the results which will be produced by 
that have to dc with matters that must be considered indisputable, such 

as the unity of the land, the people and the democratic system. Others 
have to do with constitutional, political, economic and social reforms. 
These reforms must be able to encompass the problems and crises, some of 
which were an immediate cause for the explositon of the situation. Still 
others have to do with controlling the results brought forth by the events. 


However, up to this moment, the impediments which have blocked the process 
of internal political dialogue still exist. Indeed, they have recently 
become more intricate. It seems that the Lebanese are not permitted to 
agree, for if they did so, the crisis would be on its way to being solved. 
It seems that the time for this has not yet come, or that the lack of 
agreement is due to foreign influences on the Lebanese scene and the 
connection between Lebanon's crisis and the regional crisis. If political 
maneuvering is allowed to produce noticeable results, in our view, they 
will amount to nothing more than temporary, local solutions, because a 
comprehensive and fundamental solution requires the unconditional with- 
drawal of the Zionist forces, as well as the departure of the Syrian forces 
and the organization of the Palestinian presence in both its civilian and 
military forms as part of a comprehensive Lebanese and Arab plan. It also 
requires the initiation of a dialogue without prior conditions. 


[Question] What happened in Tripoli recently confirms the correctness of 
your prior expectations concerning the state of ferment and tension in 
your city. How do you envision the possibility of salvation from this 
tragic situation? 


[Answer] I prefer that you do not use the phrase "your city," for Tripoli 
is a Lebanese city. In this way, it is my city, your city, and the city 
of every Lebanese citizen. Thus, concern for it and its position and role 
must be national in character. What Tripoli is suffering is not merely 
aimed at its registered inhabitants, but at the national issue in its 
entirety, given the city's popular and political weight. 


We have been and still are demanding that the tragic situation which the 
city is suffering from be ended, for we have been talking in light of the 
facts about what would happen if the security and political situation 
continued to deteriorate. It peaked in recent days when the battles left 
dozens dead and hundreds wounded and destroyed much infrastructure in 
addition to leaving their imprint on the psyches of the citizens and 
creating an atmosphere which enveloped their social and economic situation. 
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As for the salvation which would end the tragic situation, there can be 
none for Tripoli, except in the context of comprehensive national 
salvation. This would take in the rest of Lebanon's regions, which are 
either experiencing similar circumstances or collapsing under the fires 
of the Zionist occupation. However, this does not mean that it is 
impossible to work out a temporary solution which would remove the burden 
of the nightmare which has been imposed on the city. We can sum such a 
solution up via the following points: 


First: breaking the military yoke the Syrian forces have placed on the 
city, which is today girdled with a thick belt of fire buttressed by 
tanks, rocket launchers, and all types of weaponry. 


Second: removing heavy and medium weapons, as well as ammunition store- 
houses, from inside the city, and forbidding all armed demonstrations. 


Third: ending outside intervention in the city's affairs, allowing 
Tripoli's people and leaders to guide the city's political action on the 
basis of its position in the Lebanese national equation. It must be 
spared from having Arab conflicts reflected on its territory. 


Fourth: assuring the legitimate authorities an effective presence, 
especially in terms of security, services, the legal system, health and 
administration, so as to facilitate the provision of services for the 
citizens and to make things easier for them. 


Fifth: setting up a national fund to compensate those who were harmed 
and assure that the refugees can return to their homes, 


Sixth: supporting the industrial and other productive sectors in the 
city, because that will make it stable and avert social and economic 
crises which could be produced by the increased closing of factories 
and production facilities. 


Last but not least, we must see Tripoli as part of Lebanon, not as part 
of anything else. In this context, Tripoli must be a card played in the 
service of the battle to liberate and reunify Lebanon. It must not be 
used as a pressure card against Lebanon or within the context of the 
conflict currently going on between the Syrian regime and the PLO, 


[Question] What has become of the National Movement alliance? How do 
you evaluate that experience? 


[Answer] As is well known, the National Movement, as an institutional 
framework in which the nationalist factions could meet, split apart in 
organizational terms last year. Politically, it had done so long ago, 

in view of the many differences in points of view and political positions 
concerning numerous local and Arab issues. Therefore, the parties which 
were members of the central political council today deal with events on 
the basis of their individual positions. Although attempts have been 
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made to bring some of them together in the National Salvation Front, 
this does not give them the right to speak in the name of the National 
Movement, for many reasons and considerations. 


After all, many contradictions exist among the front's members. Its 
decision-making power is overshadowed by the Syrian regime, and it enjoys 
no independence in making political decisions. This costs it one of the 
most important characteristics of nationalist activity. By that I mean 
nationalist credibility. 


As for the prior experience, there is no doubt that it had many positive 
aspects, though it was afflicted by some political and organizational 
gaps. It was an important station along the march of the Lebanese 
nationalist struggle. At one time, it was able to form one of the 
centers of the political spectrum in Lebanon. 


[Question] Some parties are talking nowadays about the possibility 

of putting a stop to the Iran--Iraq war. How do you see the exigencies 
of the situation, in light of the possible receipt by Iraq of the Super 
Etendard aircraft, the activity of the Gulf states, and the international 
conviction that the Iraqi front is impenetrable? 


[Answer] Though much is being said nowadays about the possibility of 
stopping the war, that does not mean it will end, for ending the war 

first of all requires that the Iranian side be able to decide to make 
peace. It also requires an international position that does not 
encourage the war to continue and the relinquishing by some Arab regimes 
of their alliances with the Iranian regime against Arab Iraq. But this 
war will end, sooner or later. This will happen when the Iranian regime 
becomes convinced that the war against Iraq has no prospects and that 

it is incapable of achieving any of its aggressive objectives against Iraq 
and the Arab nation. We believe that things are headed in this direction, 
because Iraq's ability to resist Iran's program of aggression and the 
deterrent effect this ability has on the inclinations of Iranian 
expansionism have buried alive at an early stage the dreams which Persia's 
new adventurers had of building their new empire by relying on the race 
hatred they harbor for the Arabs and Arabism. 


I believe that Iraq's receipt of the Super Etendard aircraft, despite 

the combat advantages enjoyed by these planes, is not the decisive 

factor. Rather, the decisive factor was the defeat of Iran's plan. We 
think this was achieved some time ago, even since Iraq took the decision 

to resist Iran's plan for fragmentation, no matter how great the sacrifices 
might be, 


As for the action taken by the Gulf states, something similar was done 

in the past which produced no noticeable results. Consequently, their 
actions do not contribute to encing the war soon. If no changes happen 
inside Iran which push the current regime to choose peace instead of war, 
no one will expect the war to end, as long as the current regime in Iran 
behaves as it does now. At any rate, this situation will come about in 
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the future, for interactions are escalating inside Iran. If the 

regime continues to act rashly, division and dissension will come to 
characterize and become the most prominent possibility for the develop- 
ment of the situation inside Iran. 
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LEBANON 


SHAM'UN'S PARTY SUBMITS DRAFT DEFENSE LEGISLATION 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 28 Oct 83 p 4 


[Text] The head of the National Liberal Party, [former] President Camille 
Sham'un, in his capacity as a deputy from the Shuf, has submitted to Prime 
Minister Shafig al-Wazzan a new national defense bill described as "very urgent." 
The bill has been recorded in the Chamber of Deputies. Following is the text 

of the bill: 


Subject: New national defense bill. 


I dutifully submit to your state a new national defense bill for the accompanying 
urgent reasons. 


The bill was drafted by a special committee of the National Liberal Party and 
was passed unanimously by the Higher Political Council. 


I wish to present it to the cabinet so that appropriate action can be taken. 


The accompanying documents include: Defining Defense Policy, Urgent Reasons 
for the Defense Law, and The New Defense Bill. 


Defining Defense Policy 


l - There is no state that does not have an army. The world and history support 
this. Even Switzerland, which is committed to neutrality, has realized that it 
can only ensure this neutrality by establishing a strong army. 


2 - The soundness of this theory was proved in the first and second world wars 
when Germany's powerful armies chose to take a long circuitous route through 
Holland and Belgium to attack France rather than attempting to penetrate Switzer- 
land, although this added great distance for the Germans. 


3 - Lebanon resembles Switzerland geographically and politically to a large 
extent. Its security, however, is not ensured and it has been threatened exter- 
nally and internally by the many trends that have swept through Lebanon from 
time to time. It has therefore become imperative that a strong, cohesive army 
be built of and for the sons of Lebanon, an army that is capable of repelling 
external and internal dangers. 
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4 - The strongest evidence comes from our current plight. When the army col- 
lapsed the state collapsed and we began to ask foreign armies to rescue us. 
All of this further complicated our situation. 


5 - If we wish to build a strong cohesive army whose collapse we will not fear 
again in the future, then we must agree on Lebanon's identity and define our 
defense policy and then build a Lebanese army on this basis. 


6 - It is obvious that Lebanon is not working to forcibly achieve economically, 
politically or geographically expansionist ambitions. Therefore, our defense 
policy will not be an aggressive one. 


7 - However, we must prepare ourselves in accordance with the foreign and 
domestic dangers surrounding us. Lebanon has often been exposed to such dan- 
gers which have nearly destroyed it and its existence because there was no army 
capable and prepared to repel these dangers. 


8 - The obvious principles are the primary framework of the defense policy, 
but there are certain details that must be taken into consideration to define 
this policy. 


The narrowness of Lebanese territory on the one hand and its mountainous nature 
on the other dictate that the following principles be followed: 


1 - We believe that air protection must be accomplished by the Lebanese Air 
Force, particularly with advanced anti-aircraft weapons that are fully equipped. 


2 - When an enemy has sought to penetrate the rugged Lebanese territory, he 

has had to control these axes. Therefore, it iS More necessary to use anti-armor 
weapons than to use armored vehicles since there is insufficient open and flat 
space to operate these units. 


3 - Concerning articles 1 and 2, it is necessary to give a higher priority to 
the quality of soldiers and weapons than to quantity. This will lead us to 
build an army, with a backbone of skilled soldiers equipped with advanced 
weapons that are few in number but very effective. 


9 - [sic] After a thorough and in-depth study it has become clear that in 

order to protect Lebanon, eight brigades are required, each containing 4,125 
soldiers. Each brigade should be integrated and qualified, containing infantry, 
armor, artillery, etc. This will enable it to work independently. 


If we accept this theory then the total size of the army will be as follows: 
33,000 in the army brigades (4,125 x 8); 5,000 in the air force, navy, air 
defense, artillery, corps of engineers, and transportation; 5,000 in the public 
and private staff and offices; 1,000 in the training schools and institutes; 
and 6,000 soldiers in training. The total number necessary, then, is 50,000 
soldiers. 











10 - It is necessary to use modern, advanced weapons which require long training 
periods. It is also imperative to stop the enemy at the border because of our 
lack of geographic depth. It is difficult to call up a large number of reserves 
in the time required for the mobilization of units so that they are able to 
counterattack at the appropriate time. For all of these reasons, the majority 

of the army must consist of regulars and skilled soldiers. The proportion should 
not be less than 60 percent of the army total. The maximum number of recruits 
will be 40 percent. The numbers would then be: professional soldiers--50,000 

x .6 = 30,000; recruits--50,000 x .4 = 20,000; total = 50,000. 


ll - During peace time, 45,000 soldiers would be sufficient. The number of 
two-man patrols, the smallest fighting unit, could be reduced. This would leave 
5,000 soldiers--3,000 professional soldiers and 2,000 recruits--available for 
call-up. These reserves could be called up within hours. 


12 - The estimated cost of this army is as follows: 50,000 soldiers multiplied 
by 40,000 Lebanese pounds equals 2 billion pounds per year. 


If we assume that the annual gross national product is 20 billion pounds, then 
the percentage spent on the army is 10 percent of GNP. This is a record amount 
that cannot be exceeded. Rather, it must be reduced if possible. 


By way Of comparison, following are percentages for other countries: Belgium-- 
3.3, Great Britain--5.l, France--3.9, the U.S.--5.5, Israel--23.2, [country 
mission]--13.1, Jordan--25, Saudi Arabia--3l, and Cuba--8.5. 


Urgent Reasons 


Since the beginning of the crisis in Lebanon in 1975, the authorities have 
tried to enact a defense law that would organize an army and use it correctly. 
However, these efforts, unfortunately, have been to no avail. 


Military authority has remained limited to the person of the commander of the 
army. This has paralyzed his subordinates and burdened the commander unbearably. 
The post has been compromised from time to time. 


Concerning political authority, the authority of the president, the prime 
minister and the minister of defense is mysterious, obscure, and practiced 
inconsistently. 


Today, nearly 10 months after this government assumed control, it has been 
unable to enact a new defense law. The government has sufficed to issue legis- 
lative decree number 10, which was unprecedented, attributing all powers to 

the commander of the army and aborting the roles of the minister of defense and 
his senior assistants. 


During this abnormal situation, it will not be possible to establish the army 
that we are seeking. The National Liberal Party has decided to draw up a new 
defense law that rids the army of all confessional or factional regulations and 
applies internationally practiced principles while taking Lebanon's special 
Situation into consideration. 








Following are the broad guidelines of this bill. 


1 - The minister of defense will be the military authority charged with pre- 
paring the army for battle (recruitment, training, equipment, and management). 
He will be assisted in this by: the chief of staff (recruitment and training) 
instead of the commander of the army, the administrative supervisor (equipment 
and management), the inspector general (monitoring the progress of work), and 
the general supervisor of the Ministry of Defense who is an advisor to the 
minister and will coordinate among the three above-mentioned military authori- 
ties. 


2 - The Higher Council for Defense, composed of the president as head of the 
council, prime minister as assistant to the president, and the ministers of 
defense, economy, foreign affairs, finance and economy, will be the supreme 
authority charged with the execution of defense and security policy decided 
upon by the cabinet. In order to accomplish this, the Higher Council will have 
the authority to use the armed forces, make the appropriate decisions, and 
direct the concerned ministries in the field of defense. 


3 - The post of commander of the army will be eliminated and replaced by the 
post of chief of staff. 


If operations require the use of more than one large unit (brigade), an opera- 
tional commander in the officer ranks, appointed by a resolution of the Higher 
Council for National Defense based on a proposal of the minister of defense, 
will be responsible for implementation. 


4 - Regulations concerning the method of using the army to maintain security 
and act in emergencies, as well as regulations concerning regulars and reserves 
and conscription have been included in the bill. Other laws dealing with these 
matters will be abrogated. 


5 - Employment and promotions will be based on qualifications and capabilities, 
not factional status or favoritism. 


A capable army that is of the people and for the people is the cornerstone of 
Lebanon's salvation. It must be for all of Lebanon. It cannot be for one 
faction or group. This is what we seek to achieve with this bill. On this 
basis we submit the bill to the government and to the Chamber of Deputies, 
hoping that we can all cooperate to pass it in the very near future. 


12608 
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LEBANON 


LEADER OF ISRAELI-BACKED 'SHI'ITE ARMY' INTERVIEWED 
Beirut AL-USBU' AL-'ARABI in Arabic No 1254, 24 Oct 83 pp 66-69 


{Interview with Haydar al-Dayikh, one of the leaders of the "Shi'ite Army" 
in South Lebanon, by Joseph Farj; date and place not specified/ 


[Text/ Light is once again being focused on South Lebanon, now that Israel 
has begun to set up Shi'ite military concentrations. At the same time, reports 
coming from the area of Marj ‘Uyun state that Major Sa'd Haddad, the leader 
of the Army of Free Lebanon, is ill, has given up his command, and has re- 
tired to his house. Reports from the field made by everyone coming from 
that area speak of the preparations Israel is making, which confirm that it 
will stay in the south forever. These preparations consist of outfitting 

its centers with prefabricated houses, working to fortify its positions, and 
the construction of broad highways, especially along the Litani river and the 
road leading from Karfa to Safariyah. In addition, airports are being made 
ready in Sayda, Jazzin and Marj 'Uyun, while Israel's economic and social 
ties to the southerners are being naturalized. 


The southerners are becoming. more afraid that the plot is aimed against 

them this time, and that battles, of which they were free for a time, will be 
fought in their areas, cities and gardens. This is especially so because 
rumors concerning the deployment of the Israeli-backed Shi'ite Army in 

various regions of Lebanon have begun to grow numerous, as have rumors concern- 
ing the proximity of the Israeli force's withdrawal from the Awwali. This 
withdrawal would be an attempt to place the southerners in a state of fear 

and worry, drive the people to arm themselves, and incite the inhabitants 
against each other, so that they would be forced to throw themselves into 
Israel's embrace. 


Questions are being asked in the South, especially since pictures of the new 
leaders of the Shi'ite army in the south have begun to appear. These are men 
like Shawqi al-'Abdallah, who is based in the city of Sur, ‘'Abd-al-Amir Mansur, 
who opened a new training camp for Shi'ite southerners in the district of al- 
Nabatiyah last week, and Haydar al-Dayikh, who has taken as his base the 
village of Jwayya, which is close to Bint Jubayl. He has begun to erect a 
military barracks close to one belonging to the Israeli forces and another 
belonging to the French, for the area is under the UNIFIL forces. Then there 
are Abu ‘Aridah and some others in Sayday Many questions are being asked 











about fate, the future, and the land, which has been sown with sweat and 

blood, now that these armies have begun to set up barricades, impose taxes and 
procure weapons, artillery and military vehicles. These phenomena were entirely 
absent trom the south for a few months. 


These Shi'ite armies have monopolized the attention of officials, leaders and 
the people. The Shi'ite leaders have attacked them and considered them 

to be a phenomenon which contributes to partition and the formation of 
cantons and serves Israel. 


Mindful of these questions, which increase in number as the magnitude of 

the country's tragedy increases, of the many warnings, which point out that 
the plot which has been going on for 9 years is aimed simply and solely at the 
South, and of the emergence of what is known as the Shi'ite Army, with all 
the rumors which surround it and its activities, the AL-USBU' AL-'ARABI team 
headed to the region. We expected to encounter the barricades of the 
Shi'ite army everywhere in the South, and to find its forces investigating 
travelers' identities, kidnapping innocent people, and extorting protection 
payments. We also expected to find that the Israeli forces had withdrawn to 
safe positions in order to protect themselves against the anger of the 
Lebanese resistance, while observing the events going on around them, as they 
have done in other areas. However, these ideas turned out to be wrong, once 
we arrived in the south. We stopped at the gateway to the south at the 
Awwali river, where a sign confronted us which said: "Stop, the border is in 
front of you." At that point, we asked ourselves what border this might be, 
since we were still in our country. What were these barriers which limited 
our movement? Was it true that Greater Lebanon had been transformed into 
Lesser Lebanon, as a result of the divisions among the Lebanese? Our ques- 
tions ceased when we saw the Israeli Merkava tanks. Their turrets were 
pointed at the cars which had been waiting for more than an hour in front of 
the Israeli barricade, where identities were checked andars searched. This 
barricade reminded us of the one which stood in Khaldah, where cars were 
halted for long hours while faces and identities were checked. 


We waited a long time, observing this scene and the huge installations Israel 
had set up. We tried to turn our gaze to the sea, but there we saw Israeli 
and American warships, which were also waiting for something. 


The truth dawned on us when we passed in front of the soldier who was 
standing at the barricade and tried to discover, through the expressions and 
words he was saying, whom he belonged to and what his inclirmations were, as 
well as something about the Shi'ite army, whose gateway we thought he might 
be guarding. We discovered that there were no Shi'ites or non-Shi'ites 
present at all. Rather, all the soldiers there were from the Israeli forces. 
We continued our journey, heading in the direction of Sayda. We thought that 
"Abu 'Aridah," the old-new figure responsible for the security of the region, 
was setting up barricades there. However, we discovered that Abu ‘Aridah and 
his men were not there. Perhaps they were resting from the toil of the night, 
which sometimes becomes a trap used to make Israeli soldiers fall into 
ambushes. By means of the Life which had just begun to stir in the southern 
capital, since we had arrived early, we tried to discover something new about 
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the city and the changes which had happened. We proceeded in the direction of 
the harbor, thinking to find fishermen quenching their thirst or citizens who 
had come early to the coffee houses, to drink coffee and tea and entertain them- 
selves with water pipes and cards, for "things are not going too well" in « 
terms of both the economy and security. We walked through the narrow alleys, 
hoping to find our way, but turned back and headed toward Sur after leaving 


Sidon empty-handed. 


On the way, I remembered that one of the officials in the Shi'ite army, a 
man called Haydar al-Dayikh, was in Jwayya, while Shawqi al-‘Abdallah, 
another figure in the Shi'ite army, was based in Sur. I headed toward 
Jwayya, because it is an area held by the UNIFIL forces working in the south. 
I went by car north of al-Buss in the direction of al-Bazuriyah. I was 
surprised by rain, which began to fall heavily, forcing me to slow down. I 
was afraid of skidding, especially after seeing three accidents on the road I 
was traveling. 


At al-Bazuriyah, I was surprised to find a barricade manned by black-skinned 
men. One of them said to me in broken Arabic: "Where are you going?" I told 
myself that these men could not be, part of the Shi'ite army. He repeated 

the question, and I said I was going to Jwayya. He asked another question, 
but in English this time: "Open the glove compartment." I knew then that we 
had entered the UNIFIL operations area, and that the soldiers at the barri- 
cade were from the Senegalese forces. After he had stirred up the contents 

of the trunk, he asked us to keep going. His expression did not change. At 
this point, my friend said to me: "Whoever associates closely with a people 
for 40 days either becomes one of them or leaves them." Thus, the Senegalese 
forces have begun to learn Arabic after being in Lebanon for 5 years. 


We continued to travel in the direction of Jwayya, where we hoped to find 
elements of the Shi'ite army. This time, while entering Jwayya, we found 
French units from the UNIFIL force. A signal from the soldier at the barri- 
cade told us we could keep going. 


At Jwayya, we asked for Haydar al-Dayikh. We went to his home, which is le- 
cated in the second story of the fuel station he owns. An employee runs the 
station. When we asked the employee about Haydar and inquired whether he was 
in town or not, he responded with a hail of questions. He asked about the 
reason for our visit and how much we knew about Haydar, as well as why we 
wanted him. His questions ceased only when a woman came up to us and asked 
him to accompany us to where Haydar was living. Later on, we learned that 
she was his mother. Since he was alone in the station, the employee asked a 
citizen who was sitting nearby to direct us to the camp where Haydar was 
living. We continued on in the direction of the camp, passing the French 
barricades located in the town. Our attention was attracted by the large 
number of villas, but the man sitting in the back seat undid the pleasure 

we felt at their sight by remarking, "In the future, Jwayya will be nothing 


but villas. The majority of the inhabitants have gone abroad. They send 
their money in order to set up these villas. This shows how strongly they 
are tied to their land." When we asked him about the UNIFIL forces, he said, 


"Unfortunately, they do nothing. They were unable to stop the excesses which 








happened in the past, and they did not prevent Israel from invading Lebanon. 
All they know how to do is say ‘glove compartment,’ ‘follow me.’ The 
blessing of God be on the days of the legitimate authorities." When we asked 
him about the solution to the situation, he answered with the spontaneity of 
a true southerner: "We want the legitimate authorities. We want the army, and 
no one but the army.” 


We arrived at Haydar's camp. A barricade had been set up at its entrance 

to stop cars and check identities. The soldiers manning it were wearing 
military uniforms and carrying Kalashnikovs. Some were no older than 20, 

while others had beards. I realized then that these soldiers were members 

of the Shi'ite army, and that Israel was their trainer. This became par- 
ticularly clear when I saw stately villas standing a few meters from the post, 
which itself held six tents. The Israelis are based in the villas, which they 
have taken over as their headquarters. Now and again, one of the Israelis 
would put his telescope to his eye and gaze at the faces made cold by the 
talling rain. To the south was another camp, which belonged to the French 
forces. One of the soldiers belonging to it used his telescope to observe 
al-Dayikh's group and the Israelis. We approached Haydar al-Dayikh. He 

was a young, fair-complexioned man of no more than 40 years of age. He wore 

a military uniform and had a gun belt around his waist which held bullets and 
a revolver. 


When Haydar learned of our task and trade, he evinced surprise at the rumors, 
which have become numerous these days, concerning the creation of a Shi'ite 
army. He said: "If you want the truth, then you have to write the truth, in- 
stead of writing as some are pleased to do. We are not a Shi'ite army. We 

are the inhabitants of South Lebanon, and our identity is Lebanese. We do 

not sanction a substitute for the legitimate authorities. The Shi'ite army 
does not exist. We collect no pay. As you see, my soldiers are volunteers 

who are working to build this barracks. My soldiers’ weapons are the ones the 
Palestinian forces left behind. We bought the military vehicles at the 

sales held by the international forces. As you can see, we do not permit anyone 
to interfere in our affairs. Ask my soldiers what they get paid and why they 
bear arms." At this point, a number of them gathered around us and be 
listen to the conversation we were holding. When the rain began to come down 
heavily again, one of them took a newspaper and held it over our heads to 
protect us. This was especially ne. ‘ssary since the barracks building had not 
been tinished vet. The Lebanese flag was flying in the middle of it. At the 
same time, a soldier was repairing one of the barracks’ military vehicles. 

It stood next to a group of such vehicles. The phrase "The Karbala’ Forces" 
had been written on one of the vehicles. We asked Haydar why this name was 
used. He said, “In my view, the Battle of Karbala’ has many connotations. 

[It is the tragedy of Imam al-Husayn, who was martyred while combating oppres- 
sion. We are fighting oppression. In my opinion, all of Lebanon is experienc- 
ing Karbala’ right now, for Lebanon's position is like that of al-Husayn at 
Karbala'. The Imam's enemies were many, and his friends deserted him. So it 


is with Lebanon. Therefore, we seek guidance from the Imam al-Husayn and 
follow his path.'' He spoke about his own situation, saving: "I own a fuel 
station in town. I was exposed to many incidents with the Palestinians when 
[ was a member of the Amal movement. They fired on me more than 20 times. 
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Once | was hit. I headed to the Good Fence in Ramish. In the same way, my 
house was fired on. I built an orphanage, but they sent it crashing down on 
the heads of the orphans. I am married and have a son and two daughters. I 
sired the daughters in Free Lebanon. Right now, my time is devoted to pro- 
tecting my country and people against extremists and oppression of any 

kind, be it Shi'ite, Christian, or even Israeli." 


In the barracks of Haydar al-Dayikh, we maintained silence while watching 
the young men build the barracks. To the left stood the Israelis, watching 
them. We asked ourselves what Israel had in store for the inhabitants of the 
south. Would dissension extend to the south, now that it had tasted the 
bitterness of having foreigners present on its land? Only yesterday, the 
south was empty of weapons, with the exception of those belonging to the 
Israeli forces and the forces of Major Haddad. Today, all the factions have 
weapons. What is the reason, and where is fate headed? I asked one of 
them, a fellow called Sami Kamal from Da'bal, why he was bearing arms. He 
said: 'I bear arms so I can protect my people and my region against 
hegemony, wherever it comes from." 


When I asked him about his work, he said: "In the past, I used to work 
building prefabricated houses. Right now, I am practicing my trade by 
building the barracks. I do not receive any salary." 


Khalil 'Isawi, from Jwayya, who works with health equipment, said he was 
bearing arms because of the dangers to which the Shi'ite sect is exposed, 
as well as the disintegration which could befall it in the future. 


With regard to the training exercises they undertake, he said: 


"Currently, we do light training exercises. Sometimes we make use of 
various kinds of weapons. These exercises last 6 hours. Sometimes they 
are held at night." He explained himself: "We don't sleep." 


As for 'Ali Sufan, he said: "I bear arms in order to preserve the security of 
my country and the inhabitants and land of the south. The plotting could be 
directed at us. Therefore, I have turned to bearing arms as the best means 

of meeting this demand.'"' He went on to say: "I work in the metal shop, in 
addition to the training exercises we do." 


Atter that, we made a quick tour of the sections of the barracks which are 
just about finished. A number of rooms have been set up in it, so that the 
numbers which will be arriving during the next period in the coming weeks 

can be absorbed. This is what Haydar told us. He repeated that his soldiers 
were inhabitants of the south, and not a Shi'ite army. At this point, one of 
them accosted me and said: "What can we do? Can we change our identity and 
sect?" 


During my meeting with Haydar, this was the conversation we had in his new 
barracks, which is surrounded by Israeli and French forces: 








(@uestion/ Who are you: a Shi'ite army, a national guard, the Karbala' 
Forces, or the army of Free Lebanon? 


(Answe~J We are the inhabitants of South Lebanon. Our identity is Lebanese, 
and we want no other name. If you look for the sources of the names which 

have been applied to the Lebanese scene, you will find that those who coined 
them are not Lebanese. They are interested in stirring up discord in Lebanon 
and destroying many Lebanese houses by means of an enemy you cannot destroy. 


We are volunteers; there are no mercenaries among us. We bear arms in order 
to defend the land, the country, and our kin in the south who have tested 
and are still testing bitterness. 


(Questiep/7 Do you think you are called the Shi'ite army because your soldiers 
are from the Shi'ite sect? 


[Answer/ We are ina Shi'ite region. All my soldiers are "children of 
South Lebanon." They belong to the Shi'ite sect. However, this does not 
mean that we are sectarian. Rather, we have no sectarian dimension, and 
our thinking is non-sectarian. My brother, since we are Shi'ites, what 

can we do? Should we change our identity to please some people? It is im- 
possible tor us to give up this identity. Neither can we deny that we 

are Muslims. 


(M@uestion? But why were "the children of South Lebanon" set up in these 
circumstances? 


({Answe~7 We have been in the south since the state, the government and the 
army came into existence. We took up arms because a former prime minister 
recognized the right of the Lebanese to keep weapons in their homes in order 
to defend themselves. Our weapons have been here and we have been carrying 
them tor a long time, even before the events began. But what should we do 
with the trumpet-blowers who have found that circumstances are ripe for 
issuing such accusations, all of which are lies and fabrications, against 
our people in the south? Why are these designations being applied in these 
circumstances? We are first and foremost Lebanese. We bear arms because the 
legitimate military is absent. We do not want any substitute for it. When the 
legitimate authorities return and establish their control over the entire 
south, we will certainly be the first to renounce weapons and return to our 
homes, like normal citizens who fulfill their social, national and humane 
duties. 


We took up arms when the state abandoned us. We took up arms to defend our 
Lebanese flag. As you can see, it is flying above our barracks. We will not 
renounce it, despite the many flags which are flying above Lebanese terri- 
tory in the Biqa’ and the north. When the legitimate authorities spread their 
influence, we will be completely ready to turn our weapons and vehicles over 
to them. 


We support the legitimate authorities. We are fighting by means of the law 
of the legitimate authorities. For example, we arrested a man who attacked a 
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young girl no more than 13 years old. Then we turned him over to the police 
so that legal measures could be taken in his regard. We also turned over a 

number of wanted persons. We respect and act according to Lebanese law. We 

wish to see it applied to all, without exception. We combat crime and those 
who attack the law. We undertake patrols in various areas in the south, in 

Sur, and in Jwayya. These patrols even reach the northern part of the area 
south of the Litani, in addition to the area where the UNIFIL forces are. 

We have protected the police and forced people to respect them, because 

they represent the legitimate authorities. 


In addition to that, we have begun to build roads in the area. We have 
helped the district commissioner in the area. Thus, the number of police- 
men in the township and the number of sanitation workers have increased. 
Next week, we will undertake a cleanliness campaign in the area. 


Therefore, as you can see, the concentration was formed for reasons having 
to do with security and development, since the state has no presence in the 
south. 


(M@uestion] What do you think about the political commentaries which have 
come out in criticism of the formation of the Shi'ite army in the south? 


[Answex/ First of all, we are not like politicians. We do not work in 
politics and we are not interested in what the politicians say about us. Leb- 
anese history will be the judge. I think that those politicians will be 
harshly judged, for they are the ones who brought us to this degenerate 

state of affairs, not the Lebanese people. Who signed the Cairo Agreement, 
according to which the Palestinians were granted Lebanese territory? The 
politicians did, not the inhabitants of the South, the North or Beirut. 


Therefore, let us allow history to judge the people who were mistaken with 
regard to Lebanon. 


(Question/ Is it true that Israel is behind the creation of the Shi'ite 
army? 


fAnswer? This claim is a lie. It comes from the same trumpets which blare 
forth accusations in every direction. I will prove to you that Israel is 
neither behind us nor in front of us. We are not ready to take orders from 
Israel or anyone else. 


Both the government and all the people know that we have been bearing arms 
since the events began. We joined the battles against Palestinian terrorism 
and the excesses which were committed in the south. Why did these trumpets 
not call out that Israel or Syria, for example, was behind us? Why do they 
remember today that armed Shi'ites are in the south? Why have they begun to 
play the tune about the Shi'ite army? Why do they not recall what is current- 
ly going on in the Biqa' and Tripoli? Why do these trumpets see with one eye? 
Why do they not perceive the foreign slogans which are being voiced and the 
foreign flags which are flying over Lebanese territory? 
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Nevertheless, I say to everyone who purports to be concerned for the Shi'ite 
sect that we are not ready to take instructions from Israel or any Arab coun- 
try. Our story with the Arabs has become well known. What did the Arabs do 
when the Israeli invasion happened? Where were the steadfastness and resis- 
tance they used to call for? Where are steadfastness, where resistance? It 
was all merely propaganda. Steadfastness and resistance have brougit us 

to this state of affairs. 


As you see, the young men in the barracks are from among the local population. 
[hey are Lebanese, and they are building the barracks with the sweat of their 
brows. Some of them are blacksmiths, some tinsmiths, and some mechanics. 

They have left their jobs and joined this concentration. Do you not think it 
would be more profitable for them to think of their material interests than 

to do this exhausting work? At this point, he called to one of his comrades 
and said: "Joseph, what is your trade?" The other answered: "I work 
repairing military vehicles, if they break down." Haydar asked him: "Do you 
collect a salary?" In response, the other man shook his head to indicate that 
he did not. 


At this point, he turned to me and said: We do not need assistance from any- 
one. We have no mercenaries among us. Rather, all of us are volunteers from 
the villages of the south. We were bearing arms before Israel came into the 
south. Nevertheless, Israel has opened its hand to us and been pleased to 
help us. It exterminated Palestinian terrorism in the South and other areas. 
We will not be able to return the favor, and we will ask nothing from it, so 
that we will not disgrace it. 


(Question/ However, is not your military presence in conflict with its 
presence in the south? 


[Answex/ We and Israel have something in common. Israel has done nothing 

but good for us. We want security, and so does Israel. Israel does not inter- 
fere in our intermal affairs, which are not in conflict with its goals in the 
South. 


(Question] How many of you are there? 


[Answer/ This question baffles everyone. Currently, we number 100. We are 
engaged in setting up a new patrol for some new volunteers. If we face any 
security problems, I can assure you that we will number 500. Indeed, the 
entire south will contribute to our support. We also have a number of Land- 
rovers which we bought from the sales held by the inter ional forces. Some 
were also left behind by the Palestinian forces. We train with light, medium 
and heavy weapons. Most of my soldiers are young men, though there are some 
former military men. We have begun building a military barracks in Jwayya. 
We bought tents for the dormitory. Each tent cost 200 pounds, which we paid 
out of our private funds. In the next 2 weeks, we will finish up the bar- 
racks which these young men are building. 


{Questieg7 Major Sa'd Haddad says that the Shi'ite army is a division of the 
army of Free Lebanon. What do you think about that? 
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fAnswer] First of all, I want to say that Major Haddad is a Lebanese person 
of Lebanese identity. We have complete respect and admiration for him. I 
wish all the majors in the Lebanese army were like Major Haddad. If they 
had done what Haddad did, there would be no foreigners left on Lebanese 
territory. 1 ask myself how someone who protects his country can be con- 
sidered an agent. If this is what being an agent means, then I am the first 
among them, for the sake of protecting my country. Those who sold their 
country to foreigners are the agents. 


As for my relationship and that of my army with the army of Free Lebanon, I! 
can confirm that I am absolutely independent of Major Haddad. I do not col- 
lect any salary from him. This does not mean we are against Major Haddad, 
whom I respect and admire, since he has worked hard and sacrificed much for 
the sake of his country. 


(Question? How would you describe the relationship between yourself and the 
Shi'ite movement "Amal"? 


(fAnswex/ As a Shi'ite, I believe that the Amal movement is the sole repre- 
sentative of the Shi'ite sect. I believe that the orientation of the Amal 
movement is not sectarian, because Imam al-Sayyid Musa al-Sadr, who 

founded the movement, used to help all the deprived. At any rate, the Amal 
movement does not need a certificate of good behavior from Haydar al-Dayikh 
Or anyone else. However, as a Shi'ite, I try to express my opinion on the 
positions currently taken by the Amal movement from inside it. The movement 
has its own circumstances. However, I censure some of the officials in the 
movement who describe us as unemployed people whose hobby is carrying wea- 
pons, cooperating with Israel, and creating dissension in the south, and I 
am sorry that they have forgotten what these young men and Haydar al-Dayikh 
in particular have done for the Amal movement. This is not kind of then, 
for we all belong to the same sect. We must help and respect each other. 
Time and history will give everyone his due. Of course, all my young men 
are from the Amal movement. These insults must cease. They say we are mer- 
cenaries, secessionists from Amal, or a Shi'ite army. The important thing is 
our conviction, which will not change. We, the people of the South, are 
defending our country, lives and livelihood. We believe in our land, our 
country and our president. 


(Question7 But the Amal movement attacks those who cooperate with Israel. 
Does this mean that your existence conflicts with the goals of Amal? 


[Answer] We are not in conflict with any faction working for Lebanon. The 
Amal movement has done nothing against Lebanon. Rather, it has fought for and 
defended the army and produced martyrs for its sake. It has also defended 
the legitimate authorities and their existenc?. As for cooperation with 
Israel, it is forbidden if it harms our economy. But is cooperation permis- 
sible with Syria, which has closed its borders with us and harmed our 
economy, our gardens and our citrus crops? What role do values and ethics 
play in our interaction with each other? I think cooperation with Israel 
should be forbidden if it harms our livelihoods and economy, just as I think 
cooperation with countries beside Israel should be forbidden if it harms our 
livelihoods and economy. 
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(Questiog? However, it has been noted that Israel has set up other military 
concentrations in the south. Does not the existence of these concentrations 
conflict with your presence in the region. What relationship exists between 
yourselves and them? 


fAnswey/ There is no relationship between us and the military concentrations 
which have been set up in the south. I am not against their presence, 
especially when they work for the sake of Lebanon and the legitimate authori- 
ties. It is clear that should these concentrations undertake actions against 
the legitimate authorities and the people of the south, we would not permit 
them to live in the south, which is an inseparate part of Lebanon. 


(Questigp/ Is it true that the Shi'ite army was set up in order to transfer 
dissension to the south? 


[Answer] Let me assure you that we will not permit any discord in the south. 
With whom and against whom should there be discord? That is something we do not 
not have here. It is possible that what happened in the Shuf was caused by a 
contlict between Druze, Phalangist and Palestinian extremism. But there is no 
problem in the south. It is not even appropriate for Israel to create dis- 
cord. The people in the south will not stir up such discord, for they have 

had plenty of experience with foreigners. 


(Questiop/ Why do you not join the supporters of the army, since you back 
it and the legitimate authorities? 


[Answer] I have the honor of being a supporter of the army. However, I 
support the army which our president demands--an army for all Lebanon. 


(Questigp/ What do you think about setting up a Shi'ite canton in the south? 


[fAnswex] We, the people of the south, want no substitute for the state. Our 
slogan is the freeing of the citizens from oppression and deprivation. We 
reject the creation of any cantons on Lebanese territory, be they Shi'ite, 
Druze or Maronite. 


{Suestion? Do you not think that your presence hinders the UNIFIL forces, 
which are supposed to keep the area in which they are based free of armed 


men? 


fAnswer/ We do not go about with our weapons in the areas held by the UNIFIL 
forces. Rather, there is an agreement between the Israeli forces and the 
UNIFIL forces which allows us to undertake joint patrols with the Israeli 
forces inside the UNIFIL areas, in addition to holding training exercises and 
maneuvers. 


After he finished the interview, he said to me: "I sincerely hope that vou 
will publish the truth, as you have seen it." 


After that, I tried to continue my journey. I headed for Marj ‘Uyun, via 
al-Nabatiyah. During the trip, I saw Israeli bulldozers building roads, 
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especially in the vicinity of al-Khardali bridge. I saw the prefabricated 
houses which have been set up close to the bases of the Israeli forces I saw 
how the people of the south are losing the south. 


In Marj 'Uyun, I asked about the major and requested a chance to see hin. 

By way of reply, I was told that he had left half an hour before, that he was 
making a trip in the area, that he was in Israel, and that he was ina 
hospital outside of Lebanon. I went to the Marj ‘Uyun barracks. One of the 
soldiers tried again to contact the major's home. The response was that he 
was not there. 


In Marj ‘'Uyun, I felt that its people were afflicted by worry and confusion. 
I sensed this especially when they asked me for news about the creation of 
the other armies. One woman told me: "The major was their master. He dir- 
ected the battles with sophistication and intelligence. What will happen? 

We do not know." We ended our journey in Marj ‘Uvun, which has refused to 
admit that its major is ill. I returned to al-Nabatiyah, which was getting 
ready for the feast of ‘Ashura’. Black flags had been placed on the houses 
and stores. The shops had been closed. Groups of people began to flock to 
this area. 


During our return, after we left the south, we entered another world ot fear 
which was spread all along the coastal road. In the aftermath of the explc- 
sion of the security situation in the region of al-Kharrub. This led to bombs 
falling at al-Jiyah and al-Sa'diyat. The roads were empty of both pedes- 
trians and cars, save for the car of an unknown person trying to discover if 
the plot is still going on, if the south is its latest focal point, and if 

the coming weeks will witness the transfer of the strife to the south. 


[hese are questions which loom as large as the tragedy of the nation. They do 
not await answers, for what you see every day allows you to dispense with 
both these answers and a question: Is the plot still going on? 


] DIL 
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LEBANON 


NEW LAW RESTRICTS FOREIGN LAND OWNERSHIP IN LEBANON 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 2 Nov 83 p ll 


{[Article: "After Lebanon Closed its Doors to Foreign Bank Investments, What 
Will Happen to Gulf and Kuwaiti Real Properties in Lebanon? Lebanese Ordi- 
nance Adds New Restrictions on Transfer of Real Estate Ownership to Foreigners") 


'Text] Has the turn of Gulf and Kuwaiti real estate investments in Lebanon come 
to be negatively affected by the war there and by legal and procedural rami- 
fications thereof? This is the question being raised in Gulf investment cir- 
cles after hearing about the wave of legal restrictions sweeping Lebanese regu- 
lations related to residency, work, and bank and real estate investments. The 
most recent of these regulations are those issued a few days ago by an ordinance 
circumscribing provisos and guidelines concerning real estate ownership rights 
for non-Lebanese. Following is the text of the ordinance: 


Article I: Non-Lebanese may not by deed, action or any other legally valid 
occurrence acquire any of the following rights on Lebanese soil: 


--Real rights prescribed by Article X of Ordinance No 3339, dated 12 November 
1930, 


--Sale with the right of redemption, 

--Real tenancy specified in Ordinance No 12, dated 6 January 1943, 
--Lease of land and developed properties for more than 10 years, 
--~Investment in real properties, 

Except within the provisions and conditions clearly stipulated in this ordinance. 


Article II: In application of this ordinance, the following are considered 
non-Lebanese: 


-~-Private companies and limited liability companies not totally owned by 
non-Lebanese natural persons or companies not totally owned by Lebanese. 
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--Anonymous companies and limited joint stock companies not totally owned by 
Lebanese natural persons or purely Lebanese companies whose by-laws prohibit 
the transfer of shares to non-Lebanese natural persons or companies not totally 
owned by Lebanese. 


--The term "non-Lebanese used in this ordinance applies to natural and arti- 
ficial persons specified in this article. 


Article III: Non-Lebanese may be licensed to acquire rights stipulated in 
Article I of this ordinance in accordance with provisions stipulated in the 
ordinance. 


Article IV: Application for license shall be submitted to the Ministry of 
Finance, real estate directorate, and shall include the applicant's name, 
address, and place of residence in his country, occupation, reasons for 
acquiring the right, acquired rights in Lebanon as specified in Article I of 
this ordinance, and the real estate or the real right applied for. 


The applicant must attach to his application the following: 


--An over-all statement of particulars concerning properties included in the 
application. 


--A map of the total area showing the location and boundaries of the real 
property. 


--A statement from competent real estate departments explaining rights acquired 
by the applicant anywhere in Lebanon, as defined in Article I of this ordinance. 


--A notarized, signed statement, explaining rights acquired by the applicant, as 
defined in Article I of this ordinance. If the applicant is an artificial person, 
application for license must be signed by an authorized partner, in the case 

of limited and joint liability companies; by the director, in the case of 

limited liability companies; and by the chairman of the board or an authorized 
agent, in the case of anonymous companies. 


--Statement of registration of his commercial concern from competent authori- 
ties if he is engaged in business activities. 


--A copy of the by-laws and certificate of registration from competent authori- 
ties if the applicant is an artificial person. 


The real estate directorate shall forward the application within 10 days from 
the date of its registration at the directorate to the committee formed in 
accordance with Article V of this ordinance. 


The committee shall study the application and must conduct inquiries and inves- 
tigations about the real motives of the request in order to ascertain compliance 
with laws and regulations. The committee shall put down in writing its findings 
to be forwarded along with the file to the minister of finance within 3 months. 
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When all required data has been compiled in accordance with this ordinance, the 
minister of finance shall forward the application to the council of ministers 
with his recommendation as to approval or rejection. 


Article V: A license shall be issued in accordance with a decree issued by the 
council of ministers within a period of 3 months from the date the transaction 
was registered at the council of ministers' general secretariat. Failure to 
issue a license within this period means rejection of the application, in which 
case the petitioner may not re-apply before 2 years as of the date of the first 
application. 


The council of ministers is invested with unlimited advisory authority in 
granting or rejecting the request, and its express or implied decision of rejec- 
tion shall not be subject to any kind of recourse, including exceeding the limits 
of authority. 


Article VI: The license stipulated in the preceding article may not be granted 
in the following cases: 


1 - Real properties located within 10 kilometers of the Lebanese borders. 


2 - To one person for an area no larger than 3,000 square meters anywhere on 
Lebanese soil, including a maximum of 1,000 square meters within the district 
of Beirut, in compliance with the provisions of the following article. 


Husband, wife and minors are considered one person. 


If the license concerns acquisition of undeveloped real estate, it must include 
the requirement that the property be developed within a period of 5 years at 
the most. 


Article VII: The license provided for in Article III of this ordinance may be 
granted for the acquisition of an area larger than the maximum allowed in para- 
graph 2, Article VI, in accordance with the following: 


First, to construction companies in the land development business and to indus- 
trial and tourist companies who must verify their acquisition of one of the rights 
defined in Article I of this ordinance within the following condition: 


A - In the case of private companies or limited liability companies, at least 
one half of the shares must be owned by Lebanese natural persons who are pro- 
hibited, in accordance with company by-laws, from transferring their shares to 
non-Lebanese persons or to other than purely Lebanese companies. 


B - In the case of anonymous companies or limited joint stock companies, at 
least half of the shares must be nominal and must be owned by Lebanese natural 
persons or purely Lebanese companies whose by-laws prohibit the transfer of 
these shares to other than Lebanese natural persons or purely Lebanese compa- 
nies. 
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C - The area of real properties to be acquired must not be over 20,000 square 
meters anywhere on Lebanese soil, including a maximum of 5,000 square meters in 
the district of Beirut. 


D - Projects must be completed within a maximum period of 5 years renewable 
by a council of ministers decree. 


E - A bank guarantee for the completion of the project must be offered, as 
prescribed in a decree to be issued by the council of ministers at the recom- 
mendation of the minister of finance. 


Second, educational, cultural and charitable organizations and diplomatic and 
consular missions shall be governed by the following conditions: 


A - This right must be vital for the achievement of their purposes. 


B - Maximum area to be acquired shall not exceed 3,000 square meters in Beirut 
and 10,000 square meters outside Beirut with regard to diplomatic and consular 
missions within the following condition: the project must be completed within 
a Maximum period of 5 years. 


Article VIII - In the event of dissolution of companies licensed to acquire 
real rights in Lebanon, such rights may neither be divided nor distributed 
among non-Lebanese partners except in accordance with conditions stipulated in 
Article VI of this ordinance and shall be sold in a public auction for liqui- 
dation. 


Article IX - The total area of real properties owned by non-Lebanese in 
accordance with the provisions of Article I of this ordinance may not at any 
time exceed 3 percent of the total area of each real estate district. 


Article X - A Ministry of Justice committee shall be formed to look into appli- 
cations for licenses and to carry out duties prescribed in this ordinance. 


Article XI - Non-Lebanese may conclude, within the provisions of this ordinance, 
special agreements to acquire rights defined in Article I. Such agreements 


shall be conditional upon the issuance of a license decree. 


These agreements shall be legally revoked if the license is not granted within 
the legal period which must not exceed one year. 


Revocation shall not be transmuted before those concerned have a chance to 
exercise their rights before competent courts in accordance with observed laws. 


The land registry secretary must strike such agreements off the record if not 
executed within the legal period. 
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Article XII - If prerequisites contained in this ordinance are not met within 
the prescribed periods, the acquired right shall be considered null and void. 

If the subject of acquisition is real property, the Ministry of Finance must 
sell the property to the offender's credit and at his expense and responsibility 
in accordance with Decree No 147 of 12 June 1959, pertaining to sale of real 
estate. Full profit resulting from the sale shall be put in the treasury after 
reimbursing the petitioner for the full cost and expenses. The juridical 

court shall have the authority to rule on disputes over application of this 
article. 


Article XIII - License decrees shall be declared null and void if not enacted 
within one year from the date of publication in the official gazette, unless 
the delay is due to a legal dispute between the licensee and the recipient of 
the right by proxy, and the case is registered at the land registry; or unless 
the delay is a legal obstruction beyond the control of the licensee. In these 
two cases, the period shall be suspended throughout the trial or until the legal 
obstruction is removed. 


[Article XIV and XV apparently omitted. ] 


Article XVI - Acquired real property rights and licenses and aqreements con- 
cluded in accordance with the provisions of the law promulgated in Decree No 
11614 of 4 January 1969 shall remain valid for the period prescribed in said law. 


Article XVII - The land registry secretariat may spontaneously or on the basis 
of information, refer to the committee provided for in Article X of this decree, 
through the real estate directorate, transactions ostensibly concluded for the 
benefit of Lebanese subjects as of 4 January 1969 and until the effective date 
of this decree but conceal in reality deals for the benefit of non-Lebanese in 
accordance with the definition of "non-Lebanese" contained in the law promul- 
gated in Decree No 11614 of 4 January 1969. If the committee finds, after 
investigation, that the transaction did not conceal a deal for a non-Lebanese, 
it shall prepare a report to that effect and shall return the transaction to the 
land registry secretariat through the real estate directorate. However, if the 
committee proves the contrary, it shall refer the transactions to the prosecu- 
tor's office for legal action in accordance with Article XV of this ordinance 
and shall, in this case, send a copy of its findings to the land registry sec- 
retariat. 


Article XVIII - The following cases shall be exempted from the provisions of 
Article I of this ordinance: 


--Application of Articles 37 and 53 of the real estate ownership law (Ordinance 
No 4 of 30 November 1954 and amendments thereof). 


--Legal inheritance. 


--A deed of gift or a valid will among non-Lebanese if the beneficiaries qualify 
as heirs of the donor or the testator. 


--Banks that come under their special laws. 
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--Land acquisition by Lebanese cement companies for their special purposes only, 
provided that the acquisition is coupled with an approval b the council of 
ministers. 


--Persons of Lebanese origin who were not registered during the 1931 census but 
were registered previously. 


--In compliance with the provisicns of Article IX of this law, citizens of 

Arab countries acquiring developed properties or properties zones for develop- 
ment, of an area not exceeding 5,000 square meters anywhere in Lebanon, provided 
that it does not exceed 2,000 square meters in the district of Beirut, or pro- 
vided that it is developed within a maximum period of 5 years from the date of 
registration at the land registry, subject to sale by auction for the owner's 
credit in accordance with guidelines to be defined in a council of ministers 
decree. 


Article XIX - The real estate directorate shall set up a special register regu- 
lating rights of non-Lebanese. Guidelines for the organization and control of 
such a register shall be prescribed by a decree issued at the recommendation of 
the minister of finance. 


Article XX - Registration of real rights in the names of natural or artificial 
emigrants as non-Lebanese shall be subject to all taxes and fees imposed on 
non-Lebanese. 


Article XXI - Whenever necessary, the technicalities for the application of the 
provisions of this decree shall be defined in a decree issued by the council 
of ministers at the recommendation of the minister of justice and the minister 
of finance. 


Article XXII - While upholding the provisions of Article 16 and 17 of this de- 
cree, the provisions of the law promulgated in Decree No 11614 of 4 January 
1969 shall be repealed, and all stipulations contradictory to the provisions 
of this decree or incompatible with its contents shall be repealed as well. 
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BRIEFS 


PIPELINE AGREEMENT SIGNED--Two contracts, worth $40 million, were signed 

at the Ministry of Oil and Minerals this morning to lay 500 km of pipeline 
for the Oman Oil Development Company. The pipelines extend from Fahud to 
the al-Fahl Port, passing through the Strait of (al-Thana'il) and connect 
parts of the southern part of the oil pipeline carrying oil from Ma'mul to 
Nuhaydah. The contracts were signed between the Oman Oil Development 
Company and the companies of (Sibim) and (Antrepone). The contract signed 
with the company of (Sibim), a joint Italian-Greek company, is worth 

$19.1 million. According to the contract, the company will lay 40 km of 

42 inches in diameter pipeline. It will also lay 82 km of 28 inches in 
diameter pipeline to connect parts of the southern pipeline between Qarn 
al-'Alam and the al-Nuhaydah pumping station. The contract with the French 
company of (Antrepone) is worth $19.3 million to lay 210 km of pipeline of 
28 inches in diameter. The line will connect parts of the branches of the 
southern pipeline between the stations of (Ta'ziz Hadari) and Sahmah and the 
Qarn al-'Alam production station. [Excerpts] [Salalah Domestic Service 

in Arabic 0700 GMT 24 Dec 83] 


NEW APPOINTMENTS--His Majesty Sultan Qabus ibn Sa'id issued two sultani 
decrees. The first decree names Salim ‘Abdallah al-Ghazali as minister of 
industry and commerce and Admad Suwaydan al-Baluchi as minister of post, 
telegraph, and telephcne. This decree takes effect on 1 January 1984, 

The second decree names Muhammad al-Zubayr as the sultan's adviser for 
economic planning affairs. This decree becomes effective on 1 January 1984. 
[Summary] [Muscat Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 26 Dec 83] 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


FATAH'S REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL DISCUSSES IDEOLOGY, PLANS 
Nicosia AL-NASHRAH in Arabic 14 Nov 83 pp 10-13 


(Article: "Fatah -- the Revolutionary Council: We Are Not Seeking the Acclaim 
of the Masses" | 


[Excerpts] Most of the time it is not an easy matter to meet with the 
commanders of the Revolutionary Council of the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation movement, Fatah, which is headed by Mr Sabri al-Banna, Abu Nidal. 
There are first of all the circumstances of this organization's secret 
activity, which make the business of reaching them a complex process in 
itself, then there are the circumstances of secret activity with respect to 
its symbols, who prefer staying in the shadows to meeting with journalists 
who are not "the object of trust" as far as they go. Then third there is 
this organization's former position on the media in general, which “work to 
distort their positions and do not commit themselves to publishing their 
ideas as they are." Rather, the media selectively publish statements by the 
leaders of the movement that are provocative, and that is detrimental to 
their positions. 


For these reasons, meeting with the leaders of this organization has been a 
matter of the utmost complexity. We reached a compromise solution with then, 
at the expense of the profession. We would submit our questions in writing 
and receive answers in writing, provided that we undertook to publish them 
verbatin. 


That is how it turned out. However, many answers to our questions remained 
inadequate. We had hoped to be able to persuade them to have a direct 
meeting, so that AL-NASHRAH's correspondent would be able to talk with then, 
using their answers as a point of departure, but we failed to do so. 


AL-NASHRAH undertakes, here, to publish the verbatim text of the answers 
given by the official spokesman for Fatah -- the Revolutionary Council, on 
grounds that it may contain material that will help establish a bridge of 
trust between the people working "underground" and the press which is com- 
mitted to working “aboveground,” in broad daylight. 
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AL-NASHRAH's questions were submitted to a representative of the "official 
spokesman," whose name we do not know, in an Arab capital, and our corres- 
pondent received the answers in the same capital. A long period of time 
passed between the submission and the receipt, and many questions remain 
incompletely answered. The journalist's appetite is receptive to everything 
that is obscure and provocative. 


On the Organizational Situation 


AL-NASHRAH: There has been an obvious transition in the nature and form of 
the activity. Suddenly Fatah-- the Revolutionary Council is now taking an 
open position, to some extent. How can one talk about this transition? What 
justifications are there for it? What have you offered on its behalf? 


The Official Spokesman: Our position has not gone through any surprises or 
shifts. Rather, it has been, still is, and will remain subject to an orga- 
nized framework. Our presence on the Lebanese stage was not interrupted for 
a moment in the course of the recent period. We might remind one of the 
events of the violent crisis which the attack by ‘Arafat's command on our 
bases in southern Lebanon provoked in 1978. These are bases whose presence 
was dedicated to fighting the Zionist enemy. This attack was part of its 
attempts to separate our fighting men from the lines of contact with the 
enemy and thwart the continued policy of armed struggle. In spite of that, 
we managed to rebuild our bases secretly, and at the same time strengthened 
our struggle against the deviant policy on the Palestinian stage. Develop- 
ments proceeded to confirm the soundness of our policy and our premises, and 
the broad national base, in the context of Fatah itself, found itself on our 
side in the same battle lines. 


Regarding the open position, there is nothing new in the matter; our public 
locations have been well known for years, and they are pursuing their acti- 
vity in a normal manner in the context of their specific missions. 


The Military Situation 


AL-NASHRAH: Has this transition left its effect on the nature of military 

action? More accurately, how can one talk about the military status of Fatah 
-- the Revolutionary Council now, especially since its military presence has 
become observed in numerous areas of contact, in the al-Biqa' for instance? 


The Official Spokesman: As we mentioned in the previous answer, the policy 

of diplomacy and haggling has taken its natural form, that of an impulsive 

rush into the arms of reactionary forces and diplomatic offices, while the 

advance of the fighting men who are committed to their revolution and their 
people's cause to the front-line zones of combat with the Zionist enemy has 
become strengthened. 


However, this military state of affairs, which has developed in depth and 
breadth, represents only part of our combat status, since we in past years 
have succeeded in developing our military-political cells within Palestine 
and Jordan and in deploying the combat cells on the most extensive scale. 
One can say that we are able to fight the Zionist enemy in more than one 
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form, but this is subject to the goals of our organizational policy, as we 
make sure to have the development of our fighting missions proceed along a 
line which is parallel to the development of our capabilities. 


Political Policy 


AL-NASHRAH: In another area, could one talk about another shift, that in the 
organization's political approach? 


The Official Spokesman: We have consecrated our political platform through 
struggle and grave sacrifices. The course of developments has confirmed the 
soundness of this platform and therefore our platform is proceeding toward 
further radicalization. 


To be clearly specific, our tasks in the context of the movement are crys- 
tallized around the goal of reuniting the Katah movement on the basis of its 
bylaws, the program of armed revolution and confrontation with the imperial- 
ist-Zionist-reactionary alliance. We can see that this will be realized only 
through continued struggle against the deviant platform which ‘Arafat's 
command has sanctified, in order, as a result, to bring him down and implant 
the revolutionary platform. We are proceeding from the groundwork of the 
common struggle which we are waging alongside our brothers and comrades 
within proper, clear contexts. In the general national framework, we are 
fighting to defeat the mentality of settlement, bargaining, and political 
skill, to replace it with the program of organized armed revolution, and to 
reformulate the national context on the basis of a front to whose conditions 
the Liberation Organization will be subjected. We are also struggling a- 
gainst manipulation, sabotage, and opportunistic policies founded on the 
coexistence of contradictions, and we are fighting politically, proceeding 
from the continuation of the policy of armed struggle, the directing of 
military blows against the Zionist entity, and strikes against all the moral 
and material points of concentration which are helping to dilute the Arab- 
imperialist struggle. Therefore our fighting men today are standing in the 
lines of combat against the Zionist entity, the American-Zionist-Phalangist 
aggression in Lebanon, and the mentality of bargaining on the Palestinian 
stage. We cannot separate the political goals, such as the struggle against 
the Reagan plan, the Fez resolutions and the confederation plan, from the 
struggle against the Palestinian pawns who are being used as weapons in the 
hands of these plans. Here we might draw attention to an important issue, 
which is related to the moral sabotage and distortion being directed against 
the people. In our opinion, the people who want the region to become the 
hostage of the American-Zionist era are doing that through organized direc- 
ted sabotage whose goal is to paralyze the powers of the masses and manipu- 
late their awareness. Therefore, we are directing an essential part of our 
combative effort to confronting the platform of moral and character degene- 
ration and we believe that this is the mission of all revolutionary forces 
that are concerned with continuing the armed revolution. 


"Terror" Is Revolutionary Violence 
AL-NASHRAH: “Terror," as an act, has been linked with your practices. First 


of all, do you agree that that is so, and if so, can you talk to us about 
the nature of the coming stage in the context of this approach? 
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The Official Spokesman: First, what some people, especially the American and 
Zionist circles and their pawns, call terrorism, in our conception lies 
within the context of revolutionary violence. These circles are always 
trying, and still are trying, to distort our struggle and concentrate peop- 
le‘'s attention on us, in order to create an atmosphere which is hostile to 
the movement and the masses of the revolution, especially since our move- 
ment, Fatah -- the Revolutionary Council, has up to now continued to weject, 
in thought, practice, word and deed, all plans set out to settle the Pales- 
tinian issue, which we consider to be plans that have the goal of liquida- 
ting the cause and armed revolution. There is a big difference between peace 
and capitulation. Because we are outside the scope of these plans, all 
revolutionary acts we engage in in defense of our cause and our being will 
certainly not be met favorably by hostile circles. If you investigate and 
look closely into the overall operations that have been carried out, you 
will find that they were aimed at Zionist organizations or agents of theirs 
which offer the Zionist entity all the services and facilities to help 
increase its aggression and its expansion in Palestine, Lebanon and else- 
where. We do not have any plans or intentions to carry out operations 
outside Palestine and Lebanon, but, in the event the Zionist enemy carries 
out operations outside this context or framework, we will reply to them 
decisively and firmly. At the same time we call upon various Western coun- 
tries to be neutral in their positions and measures, to cease persecuting 
and harrassing our people and to release our imprisoned people and our 
students who are studying there. We are most concerned over the neutral 
interests of these countries, and we will work to limit the Zionist influ- 
ence which has started to threaten their interests. Look for example at 
Switzerland, a neutra] European country; it has offered many facilities to 
the Jews; in spite of that the Zionist movement has begun to constitute a 
daily nightmare for the Swiss citizen. 


Finally, we can state that unfortunately we find that most of the Arab 
nationalist press has also rushed impulsively after Zionist imperialist 
propaganda on what is called terror and no longer differentiates, whether 
deliberately or not, between terror and revolutionary violence. 


The Experience of the Revolution in Lebanon 


AL-NASHRAH: There is no doubt that the events in Lebanon and the postwar 
stage have left their accumulated burdens and effects on the situation in 
general. What are your conceptions regarding this stage? How would you deal 
with its new premises? 


The Official Spokesman: The most important characteristics of this stage are 
embodied in the objective thwarting of the policy of settlement and bargain- 
ing and the thwarting of the platform of improvisation, spontaneity and 
chaos which prevailed, amidst the failure of the formulas of unity and near- 
unity to respond to the combative needs of the coming stage and the deterio- 
ration of the formulas for coexistence which existed and still do exist. The 
leaders and allies of the PLO believed that the political appearance which 
it embodied in its political, military and organizational conduct was able 
to realize some tentative goals, but it has now become clear that the 
mentality of putting on political appearances is no longer viable. In addi- 
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tion, one of the reasons for the weakness of ‘Arafat's command now lies in 
the fact that the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary scheme has reached the 
point where it has started to feel that it does not need its services or 
that the feeling of need for these services has declined. 


These are some general features and observations. In the context of the 
current premises, we consider it farfetched that American imperialism will 
be able to impose the formulas that will enable it to rearrange circumstan- 
ces, especially in Lebanon, in a manner that is in keeping with its poli- 
cies, just as it is farfetched that the nationalist and progressive forces 
will be able to impose a decisive defeat on this scheme. Therefore, the 
climate of conflict will continue to be present. This will offer the Pales- 
tinian and Lebanese fighting men an opportunity to come together in a single 
line of battle. One can consider that a step toward the restoration of 
credit to the basic notion of the Arab-imperialist struggle, and that is a 
matter which we must struggle to render in concrete form on the ground of 
reality. 


In the Palestinian context, we are struggling alongside the forces that are 
fighting to replace the legalistic-constitutional framework, as embodied in 
the existing political entity in the Liberation Organization, with the 
format of a front. One cannot talk about any development unless a political 
eclipse is imposed on ‘Arafat's command and unless the state of the organi- 
zation is reformulated to conform with the requirements of front action. 
That should be followed by the thwarting of the program to participate in 
the settlement and all its ramifications. As for the ground on whose basis 
all this is to take place, that is the ground where blows are directed 
against the Zionist enemy in the context of political propaganda at this 
stage. 


International "Terrorism" 


AL-NASHRAH: Talk is taking place about the role of the "Abu Nidal Group™ in 
Supporting and backing terrorist groups throughout the world. To what extent 
is that true? What is the extent of the support you offer, what are its 
objectives, and on what basis are your connections with these groups made? 


The Official Spokesman: First, it is necessary to correct the question. We 
are not the “Abu Nidal Group," we are a revolutionary organization. We are 
the Fatah-- Revolutionary Council movement. Abu Nidal is a comrade in lead- 
ership in this movement. We are not a group and we are not connected to an 
individual. We are a revolutionary organization governed by a revolutionary 
combative program which has its organizational bases and foundations and its 
political and theoretical programs. The other thing is that you say that we 
support and back terrorist groups. We are in fact establishing, within our 
strategy and conception, and our definition of the common enemy embodied in 
imperialism, Zionism and reaction, combative relations with forces which 
share this notion with us and pursue it in practice. Anyone who fights 
imperialism and Zionism and their pawns is a natural ally of ours. To the 
extent that these forces converge and coordinate their activity, we are 
thereby able to create a unified international front to combat imperialism 
and Zionism, and, on that ground, mutu.” understanding, an exchange of 
expertise, cooperation, coordination and so on take place, 
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Individual Assassinations 


AL-NASHRAH: The method of individual assassinations makes ordinary, simple 
citizens wonder whether the struggle now is with the direct, obvious enemies 
Or with symbols that might play, or have played, a negative role. How do you 
justify this equation? Will this method be retained? 


If so, in what perspective? Are the rumors that there is a list of names 

that have been scheduled for liquidation true? Mightn't this method turn 

against your own symbols? Do you take this point into consideration? Have 
there in practice been any incidents within this context? 


The Official Spokesman: The expression used, “individual assassination," is 
not correct, because it changes the substance of the political meaning and 
ignores some characteristics which dominate the situation that has existed. 
For instance, the Palestinian arena is characterized by the fact that a role 
for the institution of the organization and bases for the secular mentality 
are absent. In more general form, we can say that individuals play a basic 
role in the dominant structures of backwardness. In fact, experience has 
proved that American intelligence has used the role of individuals in sabo- 
taging countries, directing policies, and spreading about destruction in its 
various forms. The prevailing chaos allows well trained individuals to be 
able to commit many crimes against their nation and society. This phenomenon 
cannot be ignored, especially when the situation is related to the need to 
thwart or obstruct a scheme against the motherland and the nation. As far as 
we are concerned, we have proceeded from a national rule on which our 
people, with all their nationalist groups and tendencies, have reached 
unanimity, which is the need to inflict punishment on anyone who allows 
himself to shake hands with the Zionist enemy and enter into transactions 
with him at the expense of the people, esepcially if these transactions have 
the objective of liquidating the armed struggle and the national cause. We 
do not have any lists. Indeed, any individual who permits himself to trans- 
form his people's cause into dealings with our enemy is of necessity alien 
to the values and traditions of our national struggle, and those sorts of 
people do not need to be put on any lists -- indeed, the will of the people 
is what prosecutes them, even if no contingent says so. 


We might assert here that struggle is a comprehensive process, and fighting 
against domestic agents is a process which is inseparable from the waging of 
struggle against the direct enemies. There is much evidence to prove that 
the Palestinian stage has been and still is a fertile field for violations 
by Zionist and imperialist agencies. Experience has also proved that the 
danger from this sort of persons, who find little difficulty in veiling 
themselves in revolutionary verbiage, is part of the danger from the direct 
enemies, and the ordinary, simple citizen is more sensitive toward this sort 
of issue, 


Everyone against whom the death penalty has been carried out was an agent 
and a traitor who betrayed the cause, the people and the nation, and their 
treason was not concealed from anyone, but was committed within the sight 
and hearing of everyone. 











As regards the other part of your question, don't you consider that all 
revolutionaries and fighting people suffer persecution and Liquidation from 
their enemies and the allies and pawns of their enemies in the area? Isn't 
the armed Palestinian revolution being exposed to slaughter and liquidation 
at the hands of many reactionary Arab regimes? The massacres of September in 
Jordan and Sabra and Shatila are still alive in our minds. Hundreds of 
leaders, personnel and fighting people have fallen at the hands of the 
counterrevolutionary forces. As examples of that, there are the martyrs 
*Abd-al-Fattah Hammud, Subhi Yasin, Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Ghaffur (Abu Mahmud), 
Kamal *‘Adwan, Abu Yusuf al-Najjar, Kamal Nasir, Mahmud Salih, Majid Abu 
Sharar, Sa'd Sayil, and dozens indeed hundreds of others. These leaders are 
all well known for their nationalist positions, their struggles, and their 
adherence to the goals of the revolution. That is the ityle of liquidations 
which must be condemned and faced down. 


We realize that we, as revolutionaries, will be persecuted by the agencies 
of the hostile and counterrevolutionary forces, not just because we are 
practicing the method of carrying out the death penalty against agents and 
traitors, but also because we represent a platform, a style and a political 
policy which is committed to armed struggle, with the goal of liberation and 
the rejection of all capitulationist plans and schemes. Hundreds of martyrs 
have fallen for the sake of our movement, and it has dozens of prisoners in 
the prisons of the Zionist enemy and the prisons of the Jordanian royal 
regime, because they are fighting men. 


"Terror" and Public Opinion 


AL-NASHRAH: The nature of your operations assumes sometimes a propaganda 
form (in the combative sense), that is, they are an opening act in the 
context of people's war of liberation, an opening act which many revolutio- 
nary experiments and organizations in the world might resort to, or have 
resorted to, We now come back to the introduction to the question: this 
propaganda nature of operations might sometimes backfire in a negative way, 
that is, leaves negative effects on public opinion, whether international or 
Arab. How do you view this equation? What is the context which you believe 
governs these operations? 


The Official Spokesman: We consider that the armed struggle on the Palesti- 
nian stage is still going through the stage of “armed propaganda,” a stage 
in which the execution of combat operations against Zionist targets is not 
connected to the tasks of giving concrete form to the instrument of the 
revolution or to the tasks of confronting imperialist schemes. That might 
seem strange to many people, but the situation is rendered clear in simple 
form if we think deeply about the manipulation to which the policy of armed 
struggle has been exposed and the massive destruction which the bargaining 
mentality has imposed on the various forms of military action on the Pales- 
tinian stage. The military presence on the Lebanese stage, for instance, was 
a traditional "defensive" institution whose mission consisted of protecting 
the Palestinian "diplomatic center," supporting political appearances, and 
being used as a card for exerting pressure in bargaining. However, was this 
traditional institution an expression of an objective development in the 
actual state of the movement of Palestinian struggle, or was it an express- 
ion of political deviation? 71 








Of course impressions arise vis-a-vis specific forms of operations which 
come about as a result of deliberate distortion. There is a total neglect of 
the operations which we carry out against the institutions of the Zionist 
enemy. Let us take some examples: last year, our fighting men carried out a 
major operation in Tel Aviv, and the agencies of the organization's command 
proceeded to make an announcement about the operation in its own name to 
serve cheap propaganda objectives. However, ‘Arafat informed Peled, when he 
met with him in Tunisia, that that operation had been carried out not by his 
command but by Fatah -- the Revolutionary Council. 


As regards the context which governs this type of operation that you refer 
to, we are concerned in the first place with preserving the national culture 
which has always constituted the basic element of the continuation and 
perseverance of our national struggle, and secondly we are concerned with 
preventing the hostile forces from exploiting their superiority and domin- 
ance in the context of the retreat of the revolutionary movement in order to 
impose formulas and equations which will allow them to inflict destructive 
blows on our national struggle through the schemes they are devising. Third- 
ly, we are concerned with preserving the conditions which will provide the 
necessary ingredients for the continuation of the armed revolution. There- 
fore, it is totally correct that the revolutionary forces resort to some 
strikes which are carefully spelled out and help thwart the enemies’ schemes 
and create a deterrent climate in the face of indifference and treason. It 
is natural that the hostile forces should use their resources of provocation 
and distortion, which are tremendous, to distort the picture of their adver- 
saries and to draw up a picture which is suited to serving their interests 
in the minds of the segments of the masses that lie under the influence of 
their distortions. However, we believe that this is a temporary matter, 
since, whatever exaggerated distortions may occur, the masses will ultimate- 
ly be able to sense the truth. 


Relations with Arab Regimes 


AL-NASHRAH: There are numerous indications concerning your relations with 
regimes. Could one talk frankly about this point? Conversely, could we 
reflect the question on your relationship with the opposition in the con- 
texts of these regimes? 


The Official Spokesman: What do you mean by numerous indications? What is 
their nature? 


Concerning the relationship with regimes, we have nothing to hide. Our 
movement establishes its relations on the basis of the general national 
position of given regimes regarding the cause of the revolution in our 
country, on the basis where they support the Palestinian cause and the armed 
revolution without ignoring or infringing on a square inch of the territory 
of Palestine; we do not establish these relations of ours on the basis of 
the ideological identity of a given regime; the important thing, as we have 
stated, is first of all the national position, second of all the failure to 
oppose our fighting men and combatants, and third of all that they do not 
become implicated in getting into plans to liquidate the Palestinian cause 
and the armed revolution. This also applies to national forces and Arab 











liberation movements. We realize that any relationship between two political 
parties is govered by laws and forms of usage of morality and conduct which 
are stripped of maneuvering, polarization, deception and conspiracy. This is 
a basic principle which governs our relationship with any party. 


AL-NASHRAH: How do you view what is going on inside Fatah now? How do you 

ith the limits of the current crisis? Where do you concur and where do 
fer with the parties to the “uprising” or the “mutiny?” Has any 

al meeting taken place between you, as separate expressions joined 

r by a number of common points? What, also, are your conceptions of 
ing stage, given the facts of the current crisis? 


The Official Spokesman: First of all we reject the expression "mutiny," 
because if that refers to legitimate power on the Palestinian stage, the 
legitimate power is the legitimate power of the Palestinian cause and the 
armed strugsle to liberate Palestine, and that is the legitimate power of 
the program of armed revolution, not the legitimate power of the settlement 
plan and its Palestinian accessories. The role we are playing alongside our 
brothers is the historic role of stopping the deviant line on the stage, and 
it has expressed itself in numerous forms. The relationship with our brother 
Abu Khalid, our brother Abu Musa, and a broad number of leaders, is a 
dialectical one that existed previously and will do so subsequently. We are 
in the heart of the existing movement, and make no claims. We have no desire 
to shed light on our role; actions speak for themselves. We have trust in 
these brethren and comrades and are all working to implant true foundations 
of a united national front. We are working perseverantly to reunify the FATH 
movement on the basis of its revolutionary program as a people's democratic 
movement which participates with the progressive and nationalist forces in 
liberating and uniting the homeland and establishing people's democracy in 
all areas of it. 


Relations with the Contingents of the Revolution 


AL-NASHRAH: In another area, what is the scope of your relations with the 
parties to the contingents of the Palestinian resistance? 


The Official Spokesman: We are proponents of unity and as an armed Palesti- 
nian revolutionary contingent we realize that the unity of the contingents 
of the Palestinian resistance or their fusion into a united national front 
will help strengthen and prolong the armed revolution along the road of its 
development and escalation, to arrive at the goal of liberation. From this 
premise, our movement presented a broad program on 14 November 1981 which 
contains basic tasks that one must strive to achieve among the contingents 
of the armed Palestinian revolution and the forces of the Arab revolution as 
well. Our movement a. the time declared and still is working for that. It is 
putting, all its resources at the disposal of the contingents of the Palesti- 
nian resistance for the sake of realizing this program, transcending all 
disputes that have arisen as a result of individual interpretations of 
tactical visions in the previous political stage. Within this framework, we 
have relations with most contingents of the Palestinian resistance. There 
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are distinctive, developed relations in the context of joint action with a 
number of them, and we can assure you that there is nothing to prevent the 
formulation of bilateral relations, or relations of the nature of a front, 
with any Palestinian contingent, of course with the exception of ‘Arafat's 
command. We believe that combative responsibility toward Palestine and the 
cause of the Palestinian struggle lies in understanding the nature of ‘Ara- 
fat's command and the source of its strength, and the credibility of that 
will be expressed by the united effort of the detachments of the armed 
Palestinian resistance, to develop the fighting institutions within the PLO, 
which, in our estimation, will be realized only by purifying the organiza- 
tion of ‘Arafat's command. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


ORGANIZATIONAL PUBLICATION DISCLOSES DETAILS OF LOYALIST, REBEL DISCUSSIONS 
Minutes of Discussion End 
Nicosia AL-NASHRAH in Arabic 14 Nov 83 pp 27-30 


[Text] During Khalid al-Hasan's visit to Damascus the latter part of last 
month, positive mediation took place to restore the climate of democratic 
dialogue between the Fatah leadership and the opposition. Hopes had been set, 
as far as possible, on avoiding bloody combat in northern Lebanon, and 
keeping Palestinian rifles from the risk of being pointed at Palestinians. 
The efforts made in Damascus assumed the form of number of memoranda ex- 
changed by Khalid al-Hasan and Abu Salih. However, this hope of appealing 
for judgment through dialogue rather than arms ended when the end of the 
month came, and the exchange of memoranda ended, with the escalation of the 
roar of cannon among the people of the united nation and the united libera- 
tion movement, creating intense dismay and an unparalleled anxiety in the 
hearts of all the people of the nation and everyone who yearns for freedom 
and the triumph of Arab rights. 


AL-NASHRAH herewith exclusively presents the verbatim text of the memoranda 
which Khalid al-Hasan and Abu Salih exchanged in the course of the final 
third of October, at the end of which the dialogue ended. 


The First Memorandum from Khalid al-Hasan to Abu Salih 


Recommendations regarding the resolution of the current crisis in the Fatah 
movement by democratic means: 


A. A meeting should take place between Abu Salih and whoever he chooses and 
the central committee of the movement, with the goal of arriving at: 


l. An agreement on returning to the movement and carrying out the reform 
process the situation requires, in the framework of reform within the con- 


text of the legitimacy of the movement; 


2. Or, agreement on a democratic dissolution. 











B. Or, formation of a committee by name of the reform committee, consisting 
of delegates of the central committee, and Abu Salih and his group, to 
discuss all the matters he is requesting be discussed, with the objective of 
reform in the organizational, military and financial areas. 


The central committee will commit itself, in advance, to carry out the 
matters agreed upon, in sequence or simultaneously, after agreement is 
completed on the matters. 


C. In either case, A or B, there will be nothing to prevent the formation of 
a small neutral committee of members of the National Congress which will 
oversee the course of action and the execution of the recommendations which 
are agreed on as mentioned above. 


D. The site of the meetings will be in any location which is agreed upon; 
this might preferably be Aden. 


After receiving this first memorandum from Khalid al-Hasan, Abu Salih re- 
plied with a memorandum dated 23 October 1983: 


The position on the recommendations bearing on the resolution of the current 
crisis in the Fatah organization: 


We assert again our commitment to the committee memorandum originating in 
the central council of the Palestine Liberation Organization and consider 
the attempts being made to ignore the contents of this memorandum and bypass 
it expressive of the desire to continue proceeding along the same wayward 
path whose pursuit has frequently led to the disasters which have befallen 
our people and our revolution. 


The rejection of the contents of the memorandum, which have met with broad 
receptivity and agreement among the Palestinian organizations and the mass- 
es, and the search for other Arab and international channels for a resolu- 
tion to the crisis, constitute an inadequate attempt to obstruct Palestinian 
efforts which have been made to extricate the Palestinian revolution from 
the current situation, preserve its unity, strengthen its role and guarantee 
its independence. 


In reiterating our acceptance of the committee memorandum that emerged from 
the Central Council, we assert that no other recommendation will lead to any 
solution to the crisis. 

Revolution until victory. 


The general command of the al-'Asifah forces, Damascus, 23 October 1982, 


The detailed memorandum dated 26 October 1983, bearing the number two, from 
Khalid al-Hasan to Abu Salih: 


1. The results of all the contacts which have been made since the outbreak 
of the crisis can be summarized as follows: 
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A. There is need for a critical review of the movement's internal situation, 
to ascertain the reform and reconstruction needed to achieve greater effec- 
tiveness in the movement's progress and the performance of its legitimate 
executive organizations, and to cure whatever deficiencies might exist. 


B. There is no dispute over the internal organization of the movement, 
C. There is no dispute over the need for a joint committee. 


D. You might have a specific viewpoint regarding reform, in terms of scope 
and method, which we have not yet learned of. 


E. There probably is a dispute on what ought to be reformed and how to carry 
out the reform. 


F, If that is the case, there will of necessity be a dispute on the means 
for establishing the joint committee, its powers, its method of operating, 
and the method for carrying out the reform on which agreement is reached. 


2. Therefore the treatment of differences has so far been concentrated on 
one of the following premises, in the context of the drive toward a solu- 
tion. These in themselves are the object of dispute: 


A. The formation of a joint committee which wili continue to maintain a 
dialogue until agreement is reached. 


B. A temporary transitional committee which will be in charge of military, 
financial and organizational affairs as an action and execution committee. 


C. A joint committee in place of a transitional one which will be in charge 
of setting out a joint conception for dealing with various matters, which 
the full central committee will carry out. 


3. Dispute over A, B and C in Paragraph Two is inevitable, because it is 
connected to form but does not specify content and clarify the goals that 
are to be reached. There is a difference over the task of each committee, in 
terms of its name, and dense ambiguity regarding practical content and 
goals. 


4, This means that there is an agreement over the principle of participa- 
tion, whether to continue the dialogue, to act and execute, or to set out a 
joint conception of what must be done in the context of the movement's 
executive committee. 


5. Therefore, pausing to consider the issue of the formation of the joint 
committee, whatever its name and task might be, will guarantee that the 
dispute over views is resolved, because the differences will begin to appear 
in the first session of the committee meetings, as a result of the lack of 
clarity of goals and methods of action and execution, 


6. In your memorandum dated 23 October 1983, apart from certain words which 
it would have been more fruitful not to use, there are points which draw 
one's attention because of their perplexing sense. 
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7. Your memorandum expressed a rejection of Arab and international media- 
tion. Disputes, any disputes, are normally resolved through direct dialogue, 
friendly mediation, or an arbitration committee regarding matters which 
cannot be worked out by direct dialogue. The rejection of direct dialogue 
means opening the door to conflict or to mediation. We consider it approp- 
riate to avoid conflict and seek recourse in mediation through friends 
(Algeria, Aden, Syria or Cuba). Other friendly international mediation has 
not dealt with this context or subject. 


This is in addition to Palestinian mediation within the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, which unfortunately was not destined to succeed. If direct 
dialogue is not possible, recourse can be made only to mediation. 


If mediation is also rejected, how can one reach agreement to resolve dis- 
putes on matters which are to be corrected, when those are not yet known? 


We will of course state, at this poirt, that one of three consequences will 
arise from such a situation: 


A. Submission to the other party. 
B. A democratic dissolution. 


C. The continuation of the dispute in a divisive manner which will destroy 
the movement. 


All of these situations are to be rejected, because they run up against the 
goal of reform based on preserving the unity and internal organization of 
the movement. 


8, In addition, in the memorandum dated 23 October 1983, it was asserted 
"No recommendation other than the committee memorandum that emerged from the 
central council may lead to a solution to the crisis." It is clear here: 


A. [That recourse is being made to] a style of dictation, which is no method 
for resolving any dispute. 


B. That your agreement proceeds from your interpretation of the meaning of 
the temporary transitional committee, an interpretation or understanding 
which was not expressed by the central council committee in its discussions 
with the central committee in Tunis. In the statement by Mr Ibrahim Bakr to 
the newspaper AL-HADAF, a "people's front" ordered by the temporary transi- 
tional joint committee absolutely is not meant as an alternative to the 
central committee of the movement, 


C. Therefore the central committee of the Fatah movement gave agreement to 
the memorandum of the committee which had emerged from the central council, 
on the tollowing basis: 


l. The political position is one of commitment to the resolutions of the 
National Congress, which also rejects the Reagan initiative. 
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2. Agreement to the other points stated in the memorandum, 


3. Regarding Section Three, concerning the temporary transitional central 
committee, the central committee of Fatahapproved this in accordance with 
the following practical interpretation, which arises from the central coun- 
cil committee's position that this joint committee will not be an alterna- 
tive to, and will not abrogate, the central committee of the movement or the 
revolutionary council. This interpretation is "One, the temporary transitio- 
nal joint committee will be formed; two, this committee will study the 
aspects of the reform that is required organizationally, financially and 
militarily; three, the central committee of the movement will commit itself 
to what is agreed on in the joint committee, step by step, or after the 
committee finishes its work." 


No one can object to this practical definition of the temporary joint com- 
mittee, if the real goal is reform in the context of preserving the unity 
and internal system of the movement. Here it is also necessary to point to 
the statement Mr Ibrahim Bakr issued in the name of the central council 
committee, that a takeover or separation will not bring about the unity of 
the movement and that consequently reform can be achieved only in the con- 
text of the unity of the movement. 


4. Your response as stated in the 23 October 1983 memorandum in the light of 
the foregoing has added a new dimension of interpretation regarding any 
democratic format for resolving the crisis by democratic means. This new 
dimension requires that one ascertain the real objective in the position you 
have adopted since you started your movement, and thus this matter requires 
a response to the following: is the objective in what you have done, one, to 
take over Fatah, two, to suspend the effectiveness of Fatah and start estab- 
lishing a new alternative movement, or three, to carry out the necessary 
reforms in the movement in the context of preserving its unity, its legiti- 
mate institutions and its internal system? 


5. If the goal is to take over or suspend the effectiveness of Fatah by 
establishing a new movement, that means a rift or dissolution, and there is 
no need for democratic dialogue. At this point it would be better and 
sounder if the dissolution occurred in a democratic manner, avoiding the 
quest for a resolution by arms and media invective. There is no need for 
mediation, either, unless its goal is to put a stop to a takeover and to 
eliminate the notion of a rift. 


6. However, if the goal is indeed reform, direct democratic dialogue or 
dialogue through friendly mediation becomes not only necessary but the only 
road to reform. 


7. In addition, if the goal is reform, as we have stated, that will then 
require a definition of, A, the basic categories of reform, and 8, the means 
for carrying it out. 


8. That brings us to the need, A, to establish a reform committee, B, to 
determine the procedure for carrving out the reform, and C, perhaps also 
to provide guarantees that it will be carried out. 











9. The enumeration of all these points also leads to A, a knowledge of what 
is agreed upon and what is at issue, B, a start on carrying out what has 
been agreed to, C, a continuation of the dialogue on what is at issue, 
directly or through recourse to an arbitration committee on matters on which 
it is not possible to reach agreement by direct dialogue, D, the attainment 
of clear results over a goal and the nature and powers of the joint commit- 
tee, and determination of whether democratic dialogue or the opposite is 
possible. In either case, an announcement will be made of the final position 
that is ruled on by clarifying everything whose clarification was requested 
above. 


The central committee of the Fatah movement, while reiterating the recommen- 
dations stated in the previous memorandum of 21 October 1983, adds another 
recommendation, that a direct dialogue be initiated on the contents of the 
first memorandum and this memorandum, in addition to a response to the 
requests for information contained in this memorandum and other ideas you 
might present. 


Revolution until victory. 
26 October 1983. 


The following day, Abu Salih's reply to the second memorandum arrived. As we 
observe, it was most brief: 


It appears from reading this memorandum number two that no change has oc- 
curred which would permit the holding of a serious dialogue on the basis of 
the recommendations of the committee which emerged from the central council 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization, which received the unanimous 
agreement of all the parties on the Palestinian stage. 


The contents of these recommendations cannot admit of independent interpre- 
tation. For this reason we believe that these recommendations constitute the 
sole basis for dealing with the crisis within the Fatah movement. All resolu- 
tion of the crisis must be founded on accountability, condemnation and 
rectification. 

Revolution until victory. 

The General Command of the al-'Asifah forces. 


Damascus, 2/7 October 1983. 


The following day, memorandum three arrived from Khalid al-Hasan; like the 
one that preceded it, it was detailed and thorough. 


From your memorandum dated 27 October 1983, the following is apparent: 
1. An insistence on a specific very vague reading of the recommendations of 
the committee which emerged from the central council, while our reading is 


based on this committee's clarifications of its recommendations. 
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2. The central committee of the Fatah movement did not disagree with the 
committee of the central council regarding matters connected to the politi- 
cal field contained in its recommendations. The recent statement of the 
revolutionary council, and the statement of the central committee issued at 
its last meeting in Kuwait, reaffirm Fatah’'s political position, on which 
there is no dispute with the Palestinian organizations or the committee of 
the central council and the resolutions of the Palestinian National Con- 
gress. 


3. In addition, the central committee of the Fatah movement has not disagreed 
with the committee of the central council regarding the organizational 
field, making that, along with the military and financial areas, the subject 
of reform connected to the proposed temporary transitional committee. This 
is a normal matter and is indicative of serious intent. As to the contents 
of the central council committee memorandum on collective leadership, no one 
differs with that; what is supposed to take place is a discussion of means 
for guaranteeing the attainment of this goal in the best manner possible, 
which is one of the objectives of the reforn. 


4, Therefore, the discussion with the central council was confined to set- 
ting out the temporary transitional committee, its powers, its method of 
operation, and its relationship to the legitimate frameworks of the Fatah 
movement, particularly the frameworks of the central committee and the 
revolutionary council. The central committee's explanation of the notion of 
the reform committee was based on the clarification which the central coun- 
cil committee had presented. Thus our agreement to the contents of this 
committee's memorandum was provided in full and did not need 

independent interpretation on anyone's part. 


5. In addition, no one argues that a critical review aimed at reform in any 
party, organization or movement must proceed from the premise of holding 
people to account and have the goal of correcting matters which must be 
corrected. One result of that is the condemnation of the people who are to 
be condemned in accordance with the principles of stock-taking within the 
movement, which are stipulated in the bylaws. 


6. Therefore, we note most clearly that there is no connection between the 
contents of our memorandum number two and your reponse dated 27 October 
1983. 


7. This is because the central point in the central council committee recom- 
mendations and our memorandum number two is the notion of the temporary 
transitional committee. The notion governing that has become apparent to us in 
accordance with the contents of our memorandum number two and section four 
above of this memorandum, memorandum number three, 


8. Therefore, we consider it binding on us, out of loyalty to the people, 
the cause and the movement, to restrict the subject to the central point 
through which the future course of affairs will be determined through your 
clear, direct response, 











9. This requires your clear, direct response to the following questions: 
A. Do you want to take over the movement? 


B. Do you want to suspend the effectiveness of the movement, in order, for 
instance, to establish a new movement or a new party? 


C. Or do you want reform? 


D. What is the notion of the powers of the temporary committee? Is it aimed 
at reform or an alternative to the legitimate organizations of the movement, 
in particular the central committee and the revolutionary council? One 
should bear in mind that the central council committee's explanation of that 
is that the temporary transitional committee is not an alternative, nor is 
the elimination or paralysis of the central committee of the Fatah movement. 
It is this notion which determines our recommendation, as stated in our 
memorandum number two, which states that this committee is aimed at reforn. 


E. At this point we reiterate a procedural, tentative recommendation for a 
direct dialogue, if your response to question C is affirmative. This would 
necessitate holding a dialogue to agree over the conception of the powers 
and the platform of activity of the transitional committee, in its capacity 
as a reform committee, to avoid wasting time and to respond in a fruitful 
way to the hopes of our people, the interests of our cause, and the unity 
and strength of our movement in a manner which will enable it to continue to 
play its leadership role in the struggle against Zionism and American impe- 
rialist policy. 


Revolution until victory. 
Damascus, 28 October 1983. 
The memorandum was {ollowed by a note stating: 


The general interest and clarity demand that views be exchanged by memoranda 
adhering to the points raised which are essentially connected to the sub- 
ject, and not by avoiding them and responding to matters which have no 
connection with this dialogue, in order that one may be sure of the good 
intentions and seriousness of the goal of real, effective reform. 


Abu Salih refused to receive this memorandum number three or reply to it, 
and after that Khalid al-Hasan set out memorandum number four: 


I have received, with further sorrow, your verbal memorandum dated 29 Octo- 
ber 1983, in which you refused to receive our memorandum number three. I can 
only conclude that you refuse to discuss any point, including a statement of 
your conception of the temporary transitional committee described in the 
memorandum of the central council committee, on grounds that that is the 
sole point presented for discusssion, because of the difference in readings 
that exists in regard to it and in the consideration that arriving at a 
common reading of it would require direct dialogue and would represent the 
possibility of seeking to make the reforms that must be made in the FATH 


movement, 
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Your rejection of all dialogue on any point brings us to believe what some 
of you have told us, namely that the goal is not to reform the movement but 
to take it over, in order to fragment it and rebuild it on the basis of new 
conceptions. 


This sort of conduct will leave nothing by the name of the Fatah movement, 
especially since you have as it appears not taken the Palestinian masses and 
the majority of the Fatah organizational and military bases in each region 
into account. 


Therefore, we reaffirm all the hope which was stated in our previous memor- 
anda that you will be aware of the results which will arise from the rupture 
of the dialogue and the failure to set forth clear premises for resolving 
the crisis of the movement from within in the context of the difficult 
circumstances we are facing along with the Arab fighting people regarding 
the hostile challenges on the Palestinian and Lebanese stage. 


We believe that we have given you broad opportunities in order that Fatah may 
conduct a serious critical review of its internal conditions. 


We also believe, most unfortunately, that you have closed all the avenues 
that have been opened, including the memorandum of the central council 
committee, and therefore it is necessary to say, confidently, that you bear 
the responsibility for the closure of these open avenues, especially since 
the essence of matters and good intentions clearly avoid, and must avoid, 
semantic argument. 


People's efforts normally are devoted to construction. Destruction is sone- 
thing which can be realized at any time. The people who give destruction 
priority over construction must bear the responsibility for this before God, 
the people and history. 


The responsible leader is the one who rises above calumny and disparagement 
for the sake of true achievement. We have done this, but the point I have 
made is clear from your memoranda, that is, that all avenues have been 
closed. The damage that will arise from this is great and your responsibili- 
ty for its occurrence will be greater. Perhaps you will find the wisdon, 
intelligence and personal interest to review your position. May God be behind 
people's intentions. 


Revolution until victory. 
30 October 1983. 


In a only a few days, northern Lebanon exploded. What war is this, and what 
struggle? The cause assumes concrete form in the conscience of every Arab 
and every human who yearns for freedom. If disputes rage within the cause, 
they will provoke a painful shock in people's consciences, and a bloody one, 
one which is fraught with distress and anxiety over the fate of justice. 


AL-NASHRAH has recorded the end of the dialogue, and history will assuredly 
record what follows, just as a single hope remains in every sincere heart: 
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the salvation of the cause and emergence from this trial to the point at 
which one must make one's stand and one's confrontation -- to the the arena 
of the true struggle against the Zionist enemy. 


In the following issue there is a dialogue with Naji 'Allush on the Fatah 
crisis. He is one of those whose are in the vanguard and led the coalition 
of the democratic current within the FATH movement, and is a prominent 
Palestinian intellectual. 


Conciliators Talk with Rebels 
Nicosia AL-NASHRAH in Arabic 21 Nov 83 pp 10-12 


[Text] In its previous issue, AL-NASHRAH published on an exclusive basis the 
verbatim text of the six memoranda exchanged by the two parties to the 
struggle in the Palestinian national liberation movement, Fatah. Those 
consisted of four memoranda which Mr Khalid al-Hasan sent in the name of the 
central committee of the Fatah movement, and two memoranda in the name of the 
general command of the al-‘Asifah forces, representing the current led by Mr 
Nimr Salih (Abu Salih). 


While al-Hasan's memoranda, in specifying the nature of the resolution as 
the movement's central committee saw it, were clear, the two memoranda of 
the general command of the al-'Asifah forces (Abu Salih) restricted thenm- 
selves to reaffirming the "protest" movement's commitment to the conclusions 
reached by the central council delegation to reconcile the two parties, 
without going into the details in depth. 


In its effort to publish all the views of the conflicting parties and the 
documents related to them, AL-NASHRAH, in this issue, is publishing the 
secret minutes of the session held last 21 September between the Palestinian 
central committee reconciliation delegation and the delegation of the gene- 
ral command of the al-'Asifah forces (Abu Salih). This document, which is 
officially registered in the records of the Palestinian National Council as 
an official document, reveals the positions of the "protest movement" on 
ways for remedying the crisis which were not contained in the memoranda 
published in the last issue. 


In addition to that, we are publisuing here the text of the interview we ‘ 
held with Mr Naji ‘Allush, Abu Ibrahim, the secretary general of the Peop- 
le's Liberation Front. The interview with ‘Allush derives its significance 
from the position he occupied in the Fatah movement following its second 
upsurge, after the 1967 defeat, when he was one of the most prominent 
symbols of the "democratic" or “leftist” current in the movement, which 
clashed with the platform represented by Mr Yasir ‘Arafat. Therefore, the 
conversation with 'Allush is aimed at shedding light on the history of the 
struggle and its evolution within Fatah. It is a srtuggle which has gone 
through various stages, ending up with the “protest and reform" movement Mr 
Nimr Salih has led. 


We might mention here that Mr ‘Allush, before departing from the movement 
and assuming leadership of the People's Liberation Movement, occupied the 
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position of member of the revolutionary council and member of the Lebanon 
Region command, is a prominent Palestinian writer and occupied the position 
of secretary general of the Federation of Palestinian Writers and Journal- 
ists in the course of two successive sessions. 


At the beginning, a comprehensive review was made of overall political 
developments in various areas and the developments which have occurred in 
the context of the uprising. 


Our brother Abu Salih spoke about the importance of what is taking place in 
Lebanon, especially what is going on in the mountains. 


After his decription of the direct, effective role the Fatah forces played in 
the Bhamdun battles (although we did not declare participation in the bat- 
tles, American circles speak of decisive proof of the participation of our 
forces, as recorded by satellites, on the movement of these forces, and 
radio communications between the command and the operations room in the 
mountains), Mr Abu Salih described the overall developments which have 
occurred in the context of the struggle within Fatah, including the meeting 
with officers of the Zionist army in Geneva by invitation of the Palesti- 
nians, ‘Arafat's statements and his insistence on the assumption of a mode- 
rate position or resigning, Abu Iyad's defense of the Lebanese army, exone- 
ration of the Marines from participation in the war going on in Lebanon, and 
Abu Jihad's strong relationship with the Phalange Party, which eased the 
transfer of his forces across the town of Zahlah for hin. 


He also described the stages the uprising has reached, with the absorption 
of additional financial agencies, other organizations and the military 
forces in the north and the al-Biqa', and the development of the relation- 
ship between the Palestinian organizations and the National Salvation Front. 


Discussion took place regarding the issue of the dispute within Fatah is 
follows: 


Abu Salih: Your memorandum has been supportive of our demand, but we demand 
clarifications on the political issues which it did not mention, such as the 
Fez and Reagan plans, the issue of getting in touch with the Zionists and 
the establishment of a confederation. 


Qadri: We have learned that ‘Arafat rejected the memorandum and asked that 
the committee be withdrawn by decree of the central committee. 


Abu Salih: We tried to get in touch with you before your trip to Tunisia to 
inform you of ‘Arafat's decision, but we could not. 


Ibrahim Bakr: Yahya (director of the organization's office in Jordan) re- 
ceived a cable from Tunisia asking us to attend, at ‘Arafat's request. After 
we read the names of the people invited, we found that they did not all 
represent the delegation; there were names of people outside the delegation. 
We also were informed that the invitation was not to discuss the results of 
our meetings in Damascus, and the delegation agreed not to take the trip. 
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After a campaign of defamation was launched against our mission, after the 
talk that it had failed because there had been no meeting with President al- 
Asad, the central committee, through a telephone call Abu Mazin made, asked 
us to come to negotiate. Our disussions were difficult and the delegation's 
position toward the attempts made to draw us into a new position was rigid. 
Abu ‘Ammar did not attend the meetings, in accordance with the committee's 
desire, out of concern over his tense manner of holding discussions. Abu 
Iyad, Abu Mazin and Khalid al-Hasan attended the meetings, but he was in 
constant contact with them from the home of Hakam Bal'awi (the director of 
the organization's office in Tunisia). 


Qadri: In the magazine AL-HADAF, it was stated that the committee was split 
on the recommendations which were presented. 


Ibrahim Bakr: Not at all. We agreed to the meeting with ‘Arafat before 
leaving Tunisia and he spoke with us about the extensive skirmishes in al- 
Dar in the al-Biqa’', and the volume of losses. 


Khalid al-Fahum: The memorandum was supposed to have been delivered to the 
competent bodies in the National Congress and the central council, as was 

stated in the report forming the delegation, to avoid direct discussion of 
its contents before receipt of the replies of the two parties. 


Qadri: This mistake was not a formality but was to protect your memorandun. 


A discussion took place among the members of the committee on the mistake 
that occurred in the way the memorandum was delivered. 


Abu Salih: The central committee withdrew its agreement to your mission 
after the resolutions and the way they acted, which was contrary to the 
contents of the memorandun, 


Qadri: Their goal was to express rejection without making an announcement 
and to soften the position. 


Abu Karam: The meeting with the Zionists in Geneva and the defense of Amin 
al-Jumayyil underline their refusal to resolve problems within the movement, 
especially since this took place after the declaration of the memorandum. 


Ibrahim Bakr: We have heard differently from them. We want to hear your 
position. We formulated the section bearing on the emergency committee in 
its present form, with the goal of preventing them from watering it down, 
but in our opinion it does not eliminate the central committee, it just 
freezes it. We have intended this watering-down in order to protect the 
goal, which requires that an agreement be reached between the two parties. 


'Abd-al-Khaliq Yaghmur: We are committed to the contents of the memorandun, 
we received a response to it from them, and we are asking you for one. After 
that, we will determine what has to be done. 


Yasir ‘Amr: Everyone is in agreement on reform within the movement, finan- 
cially, politically and organizationally. This is our firm belief, which we 
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have written down in the memorandum. We would like a clarification of the 
format for obtaining your reply. As far as the political statement goes, we 
agree with you over its details; there now exists a grievous tendency on the 
Palestinian stage, which will draw it toward suicide. This is what we want 
to cooperate with you in stopping. You are strengthened by the confidence of 
the people, which gives you room to set out conditions that will guarantee 
that the contents of the memorandum will be carried out. 


Ibrahim Bakr: In spite of their attempts to strike at our position, and our 
adherence to the contents of the memorandum, which we have been careful to 
make sure contain your demands, and the fact that we have put the military 
issue foremost among the demands, because we know that the forces have the 
majority in the conference, we demand that you reply, although we know that 
there are different answers among you. There is an issue which must be 
resolved among yourselves. Do you want the unity of Fatah? Do you consider 
that continuing with your approach will be of use in attracting the masses 
and fighting men who have not yet rallied around you, taking into considera- 
tion that there are other areas besides Lebanon and Syria? Will ‘Arafat 
surrender, bearing in mind that he heads up the legitimate Palestinian 
authorities? What about the organization's role on what is going on, espe- 
cially on the Lebanese stage? This role has been lacking, as a result of the 
struggle that has been taking place. One should bear in mind that there are 
people who see a connection between the role of the organization and the 
role of the authorities. Is there anything to prevent us from finding points 
of correspondence between the two replies which would unify the movement and 
guarantee that your demands are carried out? If you adhere to your approach, 
will your goals be transformed, or will you be transformed into a new 
organization on the stage, large or small? We will stick to the memorandun, 
and will bear our responsibility in full, but you know their ability to act 
deviously. Do not fall victim to some items of information that they are 
leaking out. We will commit ourselves to the position you adopt, in spite of 
our conviction that the unity of the movement is needed, because you will 
not win over the whole body of the movement. If the memorandum (what is 
meant is the central council memorandum on the unity of Fatah) is published, 
that will be important, because it rules out the existence of a Syrian- 
Palestinian dispute, and spells out a clear position alongside your own. 


Abu Akram: That is true, but the memorandum did not state whether the 
emergency committee meant the dissolution of the central committee, 


Yasir ‘Amr: From the beginning of the uprising, all the groups have adopted 
your demands, but they have deeply implicated you in the Syrian-Palestinian 
dispute. ‘Arafat's expulsion from Damascus comes as a card in your favor. 
The memorandum has proceeded to highlight a new state of affairs. A large 
portion of the personnel are on your side, but have not declared that they 
have joined, and the same holds with respect to the organizations, because 
of the fear of a rift. It is necessary to show this card, and that will 
prompt many people to take a clear position on your behalf, which will help 
in the attainment of your goals. They are fighting over the issue of the 
central committee, and it is necessary to find a solution to this issue. 
They do not consider that the central committee is giving the emergency 
committee its proper role, 
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Abu Salih: The committee, through its memorandum, has served the cause and 
the revolution. ‘Arafat asked the Cubans to intervene again, because the 
memorandum did not serve him. They are afraid of our interpretation of it. 
We stress that the emergency committee is eliminating the central committee, 
because we are going to the conference to bring down his platform and his 
symbols. He is the one who will define the position on the issues of the 
dispute through the emergency committee, not the central committee. All the 
powers of the movement must be put at the disposal of the emergency comnit- 
tee. The stipulation in the memorandum is in keeping with our reply. One 
should bear in mind that we are not confident that they want a resolution. 
Rather, they are trying to thwart and stymie the task of the committee and 
its memorandum. ‘Arafat has been trying for several days to draw out the 
revolution's money through Abu Usamah; this money has not been used, but has 
been recorded in the names of individuals. Abu Mahir has given out military 
vehicles instead of handing them over to the forces to use them, Abu Jihad 
is disbursing large amounts of money in Lebanon to thwart our movement. 
These people are paying their debts to the forces of reaction. Look at what 
Abu Iyad said in his statement. Therefore we have to preserve the cause, not 
lose it in gambles. We are sure that they do not want a solution. After our 
meeting with you, they met the Zionists again. They also allied themselves 
with the Zionist Phalangists, who declared our camps to be open targets. We 
are seeking room to strike out at the Marines, Abu Iyad denies that there is 
American intervention, and Khalil al-Wazir smuggles his forces in to fight 
us in the al-Biqa’ through the Phalange. We can see the dispute not just 
inside Fatah but also on the Palestinian stage in general. Some merchants 
have tried to benefit from the dispute. We will not split off, and will 
adhere to the unity of Fatah and of the Palestinian stage, on the terrain of 
our conceptions. 


Qadri: Abu al-Za'im has refused to carry out an investigation with him on 
his statement on the summit and Egypt’s participation in it, because he 
refuses to be investigated by someone who has shaken hands with the Zion- 
ists. We know that our struggle to achieve our goals is difficult, but we 
see them differing among themselves in order to impose responsibility for 
what is happening. They are being harrassed by Arab sources even in Tunisia. 
The Tunisian ambassador told us, "We hope that you will not make us bear the 
burden of ‘Arafat's presence in our midst." There is a crisis between them 
and Aden. We are looking for an approach which will keep the points which 
appeared in the memorandum from being forgotten by the minds of the Palesti- 
nians, and will realize its contents, because it is in support of our 
demands, although in accordance with the platform which we ourselves consi- 
der appropriate. They want a temporary committee with limited powers which 
they can then eliminate after a while. We place emphasis on the emergency 
committee, because we draw a connection between the committee and the confe- 
rence; therefore, we consider that the formation of the committee will 
eliminate the central committee, and we cannot go to the committee while 
they have the resources in their possession. They must go to it without 
weapons. We have nothing new to offer ourselves. We are ready to consider 
what they want, if you have the least suspicion that they are being sincere. 
However, do not ask us to bring deviant conduct back to the realm of action. 
It is not possible to execute a contractual solution unless there is total 
clarity. Everything must be under the orders of the emergency committee; all 
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personnel must be removed, then prepare for the conference and exercise the 
tasks of the executive committee, 


Khalid al-Fahum: I would like to have a positive response from you, without 
changes. 


Ibrahim Bakr: I hope that you will not stand in the way of Fez (it was the 
Fez summit resolutions which were meant); they are the area of jurisdiction 
of the National Congress. 


Qadri: We praise your position, the memorandum, and the great results which 
have arisen from it in the positive sense. This is a credit to you and our 
people's struggle. Our adversary has fallen prey a great dilemma in subjec- 
tive terms which he cannot extricate himself from. The issue is not who has 
more. Our masses are with us. The body of the movement is with us and theirs 
is not an enviable situation. Our situation in other areas is better than it 
is in Syria. There are facts which one cannot ignore. ‘Arafat will not 
retreat, and his involvement is great. He has a resolution in the central 
committee to continue to carry out its policy, which is at variance with 
your memorandum. The situation is exceptional and requires a resolution that 
Will measure up to the -ituation. 


[brahim Bakr: If your reply was to eliminate the central committee, there is 
no need for that. If it was to record a position on something, and to 
Support your goals, that is something else, 


Samir al-Khatib: The memorandum belongs to the committee; do not abandon us. 


Mustafa Milham: The subject of Fez is in the jurisdiction of the National 
Congress, and they would consider raising it to be cheap auctioneering. 


Abu Salih: There are basic peripheral points in the political statement 
which must not be ignored. 


Yasir ‘Amr: We informed them that the emergency committee would not freeze 
or dissolve the central committee, 


Ibrahim Bakr: There is an error -- the central committee does not have the 
right to dissolve itself, without referring back to the source that dele- 


Qadri: If it does not have the right to dissolve itself, would it have the 
right to give its areas of competence to another body? While it continues to 
remain in its position of authority, the emergency committee will refer back 
to it, so what is changed? 


Abu Salih: There is a difference between the text of the memorandum and the 
translation of it. We will give our agreement to the memorandum in text and 
spirit, and will insist on the elimination of the confederation plan, the 
condemnation of meetings with the Zionists, and the subject of Fez. 


Yasir ‘Amr: This repudiatior of yours will split up the committee. 
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Ibrahim Bakr: They have also tried to lead us into the same quagmire, over 
the subject of the central committee. 


Khalid al-Fahum: The new central committee is being given its work by the 
emergency committee; this means eliminating the emergency mission which it 
has been given by the old committee, whose missions will end as soon as 
agreement is reached with the emergency committee. 


Yasir ‘Amr: Political statements are easy to make. You recommended to us 
that we issue a political statement on the occasion of the massacres of 
Sabra and Shatilah which would include your political demands. 


Ibrahim Bakr: We rejected that and asserted that a political statement would 


look like a declaration of an agreement to resolve problems within the 
movement. 


The session ended, with the provision that the leadership of the uprising 
would submit a written response to the memorandun, 


For the leadership of the forces of al-‘Asifah: 


Abu Salih (Nimr Salih), member of the central committee of the Fatah move- 
ment, and the top person in charge of the leadership of the uprising. 


Qadri (Samih Kuwayk), member of the central committee of the Fatah movement, 
and person in charge of mobilization and organization in the uprising. 


Abu Akram, member of the revolutionary council in the Fatah movement, and 
person in charge of the media in the uprising. 


Abu Majdi, member of the revolutionary council in the Fatah movement, and a 
military leader of the uprising. 


For the central committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization: 

Khalid al-Fahum, independent, chairman of the Palestine National Congress. 
Ibrahim Bakr, independent, member of the executive committee of the 
Liberation Organization until 1971, and former chairman of the Lawyers' 
Union in Jordan. 

Yasir ‘Amr: independent, former member of the al-Sa'iqah command and the 
executive committee of the Liberation Organization, and former member of the 


Jordanian parliament. 


'Abd-al-Khaliq Yaghmur, independent, a prominent Palestinian nationalist 
political figure in Jordan. 


‘Arabi ‘Awwad, member of the political bureau of the Palestinian Communist 
Party abroad. Fxiled from the West Bank in 1974, 
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Sulayman al-Najjab, member of the political bureau of the Palestinian 


Communist Party domestically. Exiled from the West Bank in 1974, m 


Samir al-Khatib, independent, Palestine Liberation Army in Jordan. 
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ENGINEERING LNDUSTRIES PUBLIC SECTOR DESCRIBED 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 24 Oct 83 p 7 


fArticle: "Public Sector Engineering Industries in Syria: 10,000 Workers, 
13 Companies. Fields: Electronics, Mineral and Processing Industries, 

~ » rT 
Cables, Lumber, Generators, Aluminum and Batteries_/ 


(Texg/ The General Organization of Engineering Industries /GOEI/ and its 
subsidiaries have actively contributed to building the national economy be- 
cause they form the engineering industrial base of basic industries, be it in 
the fields of heavy industry such as iron and steel, manufacturing materials 
such as generators, or high technology industries such as electronics. The 
5-year plan has provided 10,000 engineering and technica! job opportunities 
and training tor hundreds of technicians who contributed directly to the 
development of other industries, be it in the industriczlization or maintenance 
tields, by backing them with technicians and qualified cadres. Add to that 
the fact that a great number of technicians who trained in their factories 
have actively contributed to the building of similar industries in fraternal 


Arab states. 


[he GOEI has a fundamental role in bringing in technology to Syria because 
engineering industries are an ever-developing field characterized by high 
technology and a need for good skills and expertise to handle it. The organ- 
ization has presently entered some fields for technological developments in 
contormity with local demands. Numerous individual initiatives in the field 
ot modernization and innovation have also emerged. 


Moreover, the organization has a signiticant role in the fie 
ing and developing modern industries which have contributed 
imports of goods it manufactures. 


The organization has been able to satisfy Svria's needs for many products, and 
is presently working to manufacture some products for export suited to the 
tastes and appetites of foreign markets it has successfully entered, with 
regard to manufactured and consumer products in particular. 


The organization is constantly studying numerous industrial projects 
be set up in the country, and several new projects tor utilizing sol 
iron and steel, and neafactured and consumer products are expected to be 


set up within the next few vears. 











The GOEI is working to start and develop engineering industries and to set 
up related projects entrusted to it within the compass of the state's economic 
plan. The following are its subsidiaries: 


The General Company for Iron and Steel Goods in Hamah: 


It includes steel rod plants, metallic pipe plants and scrap iron smelting 
plants. Actual production of steel rods began in 1971 with a theoretical 
fi.e., projected/ annual capacity vf 120,000 tons. This plant manufactures 
reinforcing rods of different diameters ranging from 6 mm to 25 mm. Its 
production meets 35 percent of Syria's annual needs, and a plan has been 
drawn up to raise its production capacity to 240,000 tons annually. This 
project is expected to be completed by the end of 1984. 


The metallic pipe plant began production in 1978 and is considered the most 
modern plant in the area. Its projected capacity is around 9 million linear 
meters for one annual work shift, and it produces all sorts of galvanized and 
black pipes of various dimensions, ranging from three-fourths of an inch to 

3 inches. It meets almost all of Syria's needs for these products. 


The scrap iron smelting plant went into production in 1978 with a projected 
capacity of 120,000 tons annually for 4 work shifts and 345 working days 
per year. Domestic local scrap iron constitutes the primary material for 
the production of this plant. The company's fixed capital is about 385 
million Syrian pounds. 


This company is considered che main base in building technical elements in 

the field of iron and steel production. Although available production 
capacities are relatively meagre, they are deemed necessary for training 

and preparing technical cadres vital for the future of the iron and steel 
industry in Syria. The company has made successful strides in this field that 
are deemed good compared to similar industries in other countries. 


Syrian Arab Company for Electronic Industries 


ihis company is the first government company to have been developed and 
converted after the 8 March revolution from a trading company, dealing in 
the import and sale of TV se’ ‘<to a manufacturing company for such sets, 
in addition to telecommunica ipment, telephone switchboards and sets 
and numerous telephone spare | 


The company began production in 1964 by assembling TV sets (black and white) 
in a very primitive way. Up until 1970, it was beset with difficulties due 

to outside obstacles faced by this industry. Production picked up in the wake 
of the rectification movement which afforded this industry great attention. 
thereby increasing production from 7,600 plain G.e., b&w/ TV sets in 1970 to 
75,000 plain and color sets in 1982 after the introduction of color TV set 
production in 1974. 


This company, with all its plants and sections, is the base of the electronics 
industry in Syria. It has contributed actively to the building of the 
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technical cadre in the electronics and electronic maintenance field through 
training courses the company runs for its workers either in Syria or at 

foreign exporting companies. Furthermore, the manufacture of telephone sets 
has advanced significantly during the past few years, from 8,000 to 50,000 sets 
a year. 


Moreover, the company manufactures enough manual and automatic switchboards 
to meet local demand and for export to new foreign markets. It has achieved 
reasonable success in this field due to the high international technical 
quality of its products. 


The company's total production value has grown from 15 million Syrian pounds 
in 1971 to 235 million Syrian pounds in 1982. This growth is clearly mani- 
fested in the company's success and activity during the past period. 


We note that during the next few years the company will enter the computer 
manufacturing industry, and technical cadres are being prepared for that. 
The manufacture rate of non-prototypical parts for the production of elec- 
tronic equipment has reached a level equal to that of specialized inter- 
national companies. 


We falsg/ note that the company's fixed capital is around 83 million Syrian 
pounds. 


General Company for Mineral Industries (Barada) 


This company was among the first to begin its industrial activity in Syria 
in 1958. It was composed of a group of small plants belonging to the 
private sector, but was nationalized at the beginning of 1965 and incor- 
porated in 1966. This company manufactures the following products: 


- Various sizes of home refrigerators 
- Gas stoves 

- Gas ranges 

~ Porcelain-coated kitchen utensils 

- Pressure cookers 

- Diesel heaters 


The company's production has risen since 1970 from about 14,000 refrigerators 
to 125,000 in 1982. Production value has also grown from 26 million Syrian 
pounds in 1970 to 215 million pounds in 1982. This growth is clearly seen 

in the attention afforded this company during the past period. The company 
is in the process of developing its production to keep pace with internation- 
al developments in this field, and 50 million pounds have been earmarked in 
the 5-year plan for this purpose. Its fixed capital is 78 million pounds. 


Other projects for expansion in the field of manufacturing automatic washing 
machines and dishwashers are under study. 














General Comapny for the Manufacture of Matches and Compressed Wood 


This company produces matches of all kinds, pencils and coloring pens and com- 
pressed wood. 


The projected capacity of the match box production lines is about 3 million 
cartons a year for one work shift. 


The projected capacity of the pencil plant is about 300,000 cartons for one 
work shift. 


In regard to the compressed wood line, its production capacity is limited due 
to its reliance on wood scraps available to the company, in the neighborhood 
of 5,500 cubic meters per year. 


The company's diverse production of matches, plastic, combs and pencil and 
coloring pens, in accordance with the most sophisticated international 
methods and by permission from the West German Faber pencil company, has 
enabled it to export some of its production during the past few years. It 
is expected to continue this trend and take several new strides in the 
near future. 


The company's fixed capital is around 52 million Syrian pounds. Its produc- 
tion value has increased from 6 million pounds in 1970 to 46 million 
pounds in 1983. 


Mechanical and Metallic Industries Company 


This company manufactures various kinds of metallic structures, gas boilers, 
fuel tanks, boxed for trucks and equipment, school desks, electric towers, 
all kinds of tin containers and oxygen gas. 


This company was created by incorporating a number of small companies. It 
was developed and expanded, and movéd:toa new headquarters befitting its 
tasks, activities and future aspirations. This company is expected to 
participate actively in industrial expansion in Syria, be it in the building 
of the industrial base or through metallic installations and structures. 


The company's fixed capital is 50 million Syrian pounds. Its production 
value has grown from 3 million pounds in 1970 to 86 million pounds in 1983, 
an increase brought about by workers' efforts and the care and attention of 
various competent parties in Syria. 


General Company for Processing Industries 
It manufactures thecountry's requirements of sanitary tissues, feminine 


napkins and diapers in good production capacities which are always on the rise, 
based on increased consumption of these products which are being used every 


day and by everyone. 


The company's present capacities are 4s followg/: 
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460,000 cases of facial tissues for 3 work shifts. 
170,000 cases of feminine napkins for 2 work shifts. 
74,000 cases of toilet paper for one work shift. 
60,000 cases of pocket tissues for one work shift. 
25,000 cases of diapers for 3 work shifts. 


Production value has risen from 3.5 million pounds in 1970 to 102 million 
pounds in 1983 by virtue of a large and comprehensive expansion that trans- 
formed the company from a small production line to full production operating 
around the clock to meet the country's needs for its products by providing 
high quality merchandise for consumers. 


General Cable Manufacturing Comapny in Damascus 


Up until 1979 this company was part of the General Company for Metallic 
Industries (Barada). Its production has gone from 600 tons of copper in 
1970 to about 8,000 tons in 19583, that is, a material value of 50 million 
pounds in 1983. This company produces all kinds of low voltage bare and 
insulated electric wire and cables, as well as telephone wires and cables and 
precision copper wire used in the manufacture and maintenance of power gener- 
ators. 


This company, along with its sister Aleppo Cable Manufacturing Company, meets 
the country's needs for its manufactured goods and contributes directly to 
the expansion of the telephone and electric network [Z.e., power grid/ in the 
country. It follows international developments in this industry on a daily 
basis in order to guarantee good quality and real quality control in accor- 
dance with international specifications, particularly with regard to the use 
of new and modern insulating material. 


The company's fixed capital is 70 million Syrian pounds. Official agencies 
in Syria pay special attention and care to the development of this company 

so as to produce new and advanced types of telephone and electric wires and 
cables, matching international advances in this industry which contributes 

to the growth of various economic factors in the country. 


Arab Company for the Manufacture of Lumber 


This company manufactures plywood, lattice wood and compressed wood in 
accordance with the following capacities: 


- 12,600 cubic meters of plywood for two work shifts. 
-~ 1,620 cubic meters of lattice wood for one work shift. 
- 5,200 cubic meters of compressed wood for two.work shifts. 


The company's production meets about 30 percent of the country's needs for its 
products, and existing production lines are expected to be expanded to make 
them more economical and productive in order to provide more of these basic 
products to the local market and [thereby/ limit imports. The company's fixed 
capital is about 12 million pounds and its production value has grown from 

8 million pounds in 1970 to 60 million pounds in 1983. 
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General Company for the Manufacture of Power Generators 


This company began production in 1974 with a production capacity of 100,000 
one-third, one-quarter, one-sixth and one-eighth horsepower generators and 2- 
speed generators and 1 million 40 to 60 watt generators per year for one work 
shift. Its production meets the country's needs for these products, and it is 
presently exporting part of its production in conformity with technical and 
economic studies for product development in order to keep up with internation- 
al advances in this industry and to contribute to the laying of a firm 

economic base in the country. 


The company's production value has risen from 4 million Syrian pounds in 
1975 to 29 million pounds in 1983 with a fixed capital of 27 million pounds. 


General Aluminum Manufacturing Company 


The company began production in 1970 with a projected capacity of 2,400 tons 
of aluminum sections for two work shifts. It is presently operating at 

full capacity which is expected to double in the near future upon the addi- 
tion of new production lines to meet increasing demand for aluminum sections. 
brought about by the industrial and construction boom in the country. 


The company's production value has risen from 7 million pounds in 1978 to 
39 million pounds in 1983, with a fixed capital of 55 million pounds. 


Syrian Arab Company for Batteries and Liquid Gases 
This company produces: 
- Batteries at an annual capacity of 187,000 for one work shift. 


- Oxygen gas at an annual capacity of 500,000 cubic meters for three work 
shifts. 


- Battery containers at an annual capacity of 150,000 containers for two work 
shifts. 


Ninety percent of the above-mentioned projected /output/ capacities are 
utilized to meet the needs of both the public and private sectors for these 
products. Production value has risen from 3.5 million pounds in 1970 to 

32 million in 1983, with a fixed capital of 30 million pounds. 


The company is expected to witness considerable growth in the near future 
through new advanced production based on high technological specifications. 


Aleppo Cable Manufacturing Company 


It began production in 1980 with a projected capacity of 7,500 tons of 

copper and aluminum. It produces bare and insulated copper and aluminum 
electric cables and wire, in addition to aluminum steel cables, at a capacity 
of 2,700 tons of copper. A large percentage of its capacity is being 
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presently utilized and is growing year after year in conformity with the 
increased experience and efficiency of company workers who are trained in the 
country and abroad with a view to keeping up with sophisticated industrial 
machines and equipment. 


The company's production value for 1982 was 113 million pounds, with a fixed 
capital of 93 million pounds. 


This company, along with its sister company in Damascus, is expected to take 
part in opening new markets for the export of cables to foreign markets, 
affording special attention to quality control and compliance with approved 
world production specifications. 


Syrian Company for the Manufacture and Marketing of Telecommunications Equip- 
ment 


It is a mixed Syrian-French company specializing in the manufacture of large 
500 to 32,000 line switchboards. It is the only company of its kind in 

Arab countries, and employs the French electronic system in switchboard 
manufacture. Production began in 1982 and the company also assembles 
switchboard units and maintains electronic switchboards. 


Its annual production capacity is around 50,000 lines for one work shift. 
Benefits Granted to Employees of the GOEI's Subsidiaries 


Employees of the GOEI's subsidiaries enjoy numerous benefits, the most 
distinctive of which are: 


- Full social security. 

~- Full medical care 

- Family allowance 

- Production incentives 

- Promotional rewards 

- Free transportation to and from work 

- Work uniforms and protective clothing 

- Day-care centers for working mothers 

- Meals appropriate for the nature of the work 

- Cultural, social, athletic and recreational activities. 


12502 
CSO: 4404/144 


98 








SYRIA 
DETAILED REPORT ON CEMENT, CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 20 Oct 83 p 9 
(Article: "Cement Industry and Construction Materials in Syria. Investments 


Worth 2.841 Million Syrian Pounds. Production Increased Fivefold in 10 Years"™/ 


(Text7 Building and construction activity in Syria has developed rapidly since 
1970, witnessing a boom unprecedented in Syria's history. For example, floor 
space constructed between 1970 and 1980 amounted to over 35 million square 
meters of industrial, commercia] and residential buildings. Perhaps the 

real reasons for such expansion are attributable to two factors: 


First, high rates of population growth, compared to the average world growth. 
Syria's population grew from 6.3 million in 1970 to 9.5 million in 1982, that 
is, a 50 percent increase in 12 years. 


Second, higher gross national product and per capita income and expansion of 
the residential, commercial and industrial public sector which resulted in a 
construction boom all over Syria. 


Planning and Production 


Cement is one of the basic raw materials needed for construction. Therefore, 
plans have been worked out for expanding the cement industry in order to keep 
up with the construction boom in Syria, meeting growing construction needs 
and reduce imports in the interest of attaining self-sufficiency. To achieve 
this goal, large capital has been earmarked for the cement industry. Total 
investments in the cement industry sector has reached 2.841 million Syrian 
pounds, keeping in mind that the cement industry in Syria is solely owned by 
the public sector. Plans have been drawn up to increase production from 
933,000 tons in 1970 to 4.5 million tons in 1985. This plan is 85 percent 
complete in view of the fact that cement production for 1983 will reach about 
2.7 million tons, based on production figures for the first 8 months of the 
year. The cement industry work force in Syria is now about 9,000 workers. 

As of the beginning of this year, Syria has achieved self-sufficiency in cement 
and has been able to halt importation. Perhaps by the beginning of next 
year, Syria will have a surplus after the Tartus and 'Adra cement plants are 
put into operation in the last months of the current year. 
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Cement Companies 


The General Cement Organization oversees cement manufacturing companies in 


the various Syrian provinces. 


Name of Company 





1, 


. 


4. 


Adra Cement Co. 
(Damascus ) 

Al-Rustun Co. (Homs) 
Syrian Cement Co. 
(Hamah) 

Al-Shahba' Cement Co. 
(Aleppo) 

Arab Cement Co. (Aleppo) 
Tartus Cement Co. 
(Tartus) 

National Cement Co. 
(Dummar-Damascus) 


Arab Porcelain Co. 
(Hamah) 


Aleppo Amiantus Cement 
Mfg. Co. 


Following are its subsidiaries: 








No. of Plants or Type of 
Production Lines Production 

3 Cement 

l " 

2 " 

5 " 

2 Ww 

4 " 

1 /fibro- pipes, slabs 

cement/ 
3 porcelain, san- 


itary supplies 


1 fibro -cement 
pipes 


All companies going into production after 1970 follow the dry process and have 
a high output capacity. They produce 81 percent of Syria's cement production. 
The most significant of these companies are: 


Whe 


Investment and Output Capacity 


"Adra Plant, first and second 


Tartus Cement Company 


Al-Musallamiyah Plants (2) 


New Hamah Plant 


Money invested in cement production amounts to 2.841 million Syrian pounds, 
distributed as follows: 


Name of Company 





The National Co. 
Al-Shahba" Co. 

The Syrian Co. 
Al-Rustun Co. 

The Arab Cement Co. 


Capital Invested 
(in millions) 





71 
531 
235 

30 
515 
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"Adra Co. 412 


Tartus Co. 925 
The Arab Porcelain Co. 51 
Aleppo Eternite /Fibro-cement/ 71 

Total 2,841 


Available production capacity of the total number of cement plants in Syria 
is 4.878 million tons, distributed as follows: 





Plants established prior to 1970 936,000 tons 
Plants established since 1970 3,942,000 tons 
Total 4,878,000 tons 


The foutpuf/ capacity is distributed as follows: 


Name of Company or Plant Available annual output 
(In 1,000 tons) 








"Adra, first and second 768 
Tartus 1,638 
Hamah, second 256 
Musallamiyah, first and second 512 
Arab Co. 768 
Old plants (prior to 1970) 936 


This expansion in the cement industry in Syria has been coupled with a pro- 
duction growth as well. By the end of 1982, production of cement, porcelain 
and building materials was 15 times more than what it was in 1970, as the 
following table demonstrates: 





Year Production (in millions) 
1970 59 
1975 102 
1980 396 
1981 584 
1982 869 


Syria's Future Plan for the Cement Industry 


The fifth 5-year plan (1980-85) allocated about 1 billion Syrian pounds 
for investment in the cement industry. The 5-year plan aims at: 


1 - Setting up new cement plants as follows: 


Capacity (in tons) 





Area 

Damascus 2,000 
Al-Hasakah 3,000 
Hamah 2,000 
Latakia 2,000 
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2 - Developing dry production lines in Aleppo, al-Musallamiyah, Hamah and 
Damascus by introducing the advanced calcification process to increase output 
by 15 to 20 percent. 


3 - Changin, wet lines into semi-dry lines, especially in al-Musallamiyah, al- 
Rustun and al-Shaykh Sa'id. 


4 - Converting wet lines in Hamah and Burj Islam to lime production instead 
of cement. 


5 - Improving the Shaykh Sa'id dry plant to increase output by 20 percent. 


6 - Introducing modifications with a view to lowering moisture in raw 
materials in order to increase output of mills and individuals. 


New Projects for Building Materials 
Studies are under way for new projects in the field of cement and building 
materials industry, especially economic feasibility and technical capabilities 


studies. The following projects are under study: 


1 - Construction of a new porcelain plant with a capacity of 60 million 
tiles. 


2 - Development of the porcelain plant in Hamah to raise its output capacity 
to 30 million tiles. 


3 - Construction of a new unit for the production of insulators to expand the 
sanitary supplies plant in Hamah. 


4 - Construction of a brick plant in Dummar. 
Lime and Lime-related Industry 


1 - Construction of three vlants for the production of sand lime bricks in 
Damascus, Hims and Dayr al-Zawr (study completed). 


2 - Construction of three plants for the production of hollow porous bricks 
in Damascus, Homs and Dayr al-Zawr (study completed). 


3 - Lime and slaked lime production for construction and other purposes 
(study completed). 


Plaster of Paris and Plaster Goods Industry 


1 - Study for the construction of nine manufacturing units for the production 
of plaster bricks and plaster clay (study completed). 


2 - Study for the production of plaster board used in ceilings and partitions. 
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Eternite /Fibro-cement/ 


Study for the addition of a new line for the production of fibro-cement 
sheets has been completed and steps for beginning production are presently 
under study. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


STOCK MARKET TO OPEN IN 1984 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 30 Oct 83 p 6 


/Article: "A Comprehensive Survey of the Companies Nominated for the Market _ 
To Be Carried Out in Order to Issue Licenses to Brokers and Trading Companies"'/ 


/Text/ The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has begun to take hurried steps in this 
Stage toward the completion of its project to set up a securities market. The 
project is about 6 months behind the schedule announced by the officials in 
charge of setting up this market, in light of the events and developments which 
the Suq al-Manakh in Kuwait has experienced. Traders and investors in the UAE 
have been affected by these vents, as have most investors in the Gulf who are 
tied to Suq al-Manakh. 


An official source in the Ministry of Economy and Commerce told AL-SHARQ 
AL-AWSAT that the ministry is working on a study of the stock market proposal, 
so that the proposal can be sent to the cabinet for its approval. After that, 
it would be officially promulgated by Shaykh Zayid Bin Sultan ‘Al Nuhayyan, 
the head of state in the AUE. 


It was made clear that the ministry's observations concerning the proposed law, 
which was prepared by the market's founding commission, were quick and super- 
ficial, since the bill was prepared in an integrated manner and deals with all 
the matters relating to the creation of the stock market. The founding commission 
was headed by Shaykh 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Qasimi, the president of the Federation 

of Chambers of Commerce and Industry in the UAE. Its members were experts from 
the Central Bank and other concerned agencies. The proposal will be submitted 

to the cabinet as soon as possible. The source expected that the cabinet would 
approve the proposed law before the end of this year, meaning that the UAE's 
stock market would be established in the beginning of 1984. It had been expected 
that this market would begin operating last June. 


Approval By the Religious Opinion Department 


The proposal has completed its preparatory stage. It was drawn up by a technical 
committee composed of representatives from the Ministry of Economy and Commerce 
and the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry, in addition to two 
foreign experts with experience in the founding of stock markets. Discussion 

of the bill was completed in the Chambers of Commerce and Industry and in the 
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Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry. Moreover, it was approved by 
che Department of Religious Opinion and Legislation. It was also approved by 
the Ministry of Economy and Commerce. 


Informed sources in the Central Bank said that after the bill had been approved 
by the official agencies in the UAE, the founding committee and the technical 
committee would do their part in carrying out the technical aspects by estab- 
lishing the stock market on a technical basis. 


These sources confirmed that the goals of the UAE's stock market can be summarized 
as encouraging and developing the markets for issuing and trading securities, 
participating in the development of savings and in the improvement of their 
distribution among the various groups of savers, and creating an opportunity 

to meet the financial needs of the federal government, the local governments, 
with their bodies and institutions, and private firms and corporations. More- 
Over, a number of qualified experts affirmed the value of creating this market, 
which can begin by trading the shares of 20 joint-stock companies whose stock 
can be excnanged by about 70 companies, including banks, insurance companies, 
industrial companies, real estate companies, investment companies, service 
companies, joint private sector--public sector companies, and Gulf companies of 
various kinds which have been established in the UAE. 


Sources on the market's founding commission said that a comprehensive survey 

of the companies nominated to have their shares offered on the UAE's stock 

market would soon be initiated. Thus, the board has begun the process of drawing 
up the regulations having to do with the conditions which must be met by the 
companies which are to be permitted to offer their shares. Regulations concerning 
the kind of shares which may be traded on the market are also being drawn up. 


In light of the results of this survey, licenses will be granted to brokers and 
the companies accepted for trading. The proposed stock market law contains 56 
articles which regulate the creation and activities of the market, as well as 

the monitoring of its activities. The bill provides for the creation of a public 
institution called the Securities Market. Its headquarters is to be in Abu 
Dhabi, the capital of the UAE. 


A Legal Personality 


The market will have a legal personality which will enjoy financial and administra- 
tive independence, undertake commercial activities with others, and enjoy the 
same exemptions and facilitations granted to the ministries. The bill defines 
the goals of the market as developing and encouraging markets for issuing and 
trading in securities, participating in the development of savings, optimizing 
the investment of savings, increasing the benefit derived from savings, and 
creating an opportunity for meeting the financial needs of the federal govern- 
ment, the local governments, and the public orgnaizations and their institutions. 
The bill permits the market's supreme board to employ all the means it thinks 

are appropriate in order to achieve its goals. This refers especially to taking 
proper measures to organize, monitor and facilitate the exchange of securities, 
father and prepare statistics and studies having to do with the activities of 

the market, and encourage and qualify brokers and other professionals working 
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in the market, in addition to contacting financial markets abroad, exchanging 
information and expertise with them, and joining relevant regional and intern- 
national organizations. 


The bill determines the narket's relationship to the Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce, the Ministry of Finance and Industry, the Central Bank, the National 
Association of Banks, the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, the financial institu- 
tions, the national investment companies, and each public joint-stock company 
falling under the provisions of the law on commercial firms and acceptable 
agents, in accordance with the rulings of this law. The bill regulates the 
formation of the market's organizations, which are the general assembly, the 
supreme board and the administrative committee. The market's supreme board is 
considered the supreme authority in the area of drawing up the market's policy. 
It has the right to make whatever decisions, issue whatever directions, and take 
whatever measures it deems appropriate, within the boundaries of the law and the 
market's internal system. 


The market's supreme board is also responsible for determining the number of 
brokers and their representatives, for licensing them, for approving the annual 
plan for the market's activity, for determining the places in which the market 
will pursue its activity, and for halting trading on the market when that is 
necessary. It is stipulated that trading can be stopped for a period of not 
more than 3 days by a decision from the president. It can be stopped for a 
period longer than that by a decision from the minister of economy and commerce. 
The supreme board can halt trading in securities issued by one or more parties 
for whatever period it thinks is appropriate, without the market bearing any 
responsibility. 


Administering the Market 


Moreover, the bill provides for an administrative committee which will be 
entrusted with the administration of the market. The committee will have as its 
chairman the market's general director, who will also represent the public, 
industrial joint-stock companies, the other companies, the insurance companies, 
which will be nominated by the Insurance Association along with the state, and 
the national banks, which will be nominated by the Association of Banks. In 
addition, the committee will contain two members who will represent the brokers 
it being stipulated that the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
will nominate the representatives of these companies, once the decision to form 
the committee is issued by the chairman of the market's supreme board. 


Reforming the Internal System 


The committee also has the authority to suggest that reforms be made in the 
internal system of the market, as well as the authority to propose the system 

of securities acceptable for trading, after the supreme board agrees, the brokers 
are licensed, and the representatives and agents of the latter are confirmed. 

The committee also has the right to suggest additional conditions for accepting 
brokers and their representatives, as well as the conditions for dropping them 
and halting their activity. It can submit these conditions to the board for 
approval. Moreover, it can propose an organizational framework for the market, 
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as well as the market's administrative and financial regulations and the market 
employees’ system of service. It can suggest what the brokerage commission 
Ought to be or propose a change in the same, in accordance with the market's 
circumstances and the nature of the work. It has the right to determine what 
commissions the market collects in return for purchasing operations, the partici- 
pation of members brokers’ fees, and the acceptance of securities by the market. 
It can also set the compensation for services which are suggested by the market 
to the brokers. Moreover, the committee is authorized to draw up the rules 
determining the organization of the accounts, in accordance with the market's 
income and expenditures, as well as the rules for organizing trading on the 
market. It is authorized to prepare the market's final account and the assess- 
ment balance, in addition to the suggested annual plan for the market's activity 
and publications containing additional information on the securities being 
traded, thereby supporting the safety of transactions. In addition, it has the 
powers which the supreme board delegates to it and with which the law and the 
bylaws provide it. The law determines the market's financial sources, which 
consist of participations by memoers, fees charged brokers in return for the 
services which the market provides them, the commission which the market collects 
in return for purchase and sale operations, the yield from the fines imposed on 
violators, the value of participation in the market's reports and publications, 
remuneration which is not opposed by the market and is approved by the board, 
the loans which the market acquires with the board's consent, and any other 
resources the market has, in accordance with the provisions and conditions 
decided by the supreme committee. The law requires each broker tc provide bank 
surety in favor of the market, with the sum being determined by the board. it 
is stipulated that the sum should be the same for all the brokers. No broker 
may provide surety for another. 


Brokerage 


The law allows brokers to handle currency on others’ behalf and buy and sell in 
the interest of their own accounts. They may also cover new issues of securities 
and sell them for security investments. The proposed law warns that no one may 
engage in brokerage activities without a license from the market. It is stipu- 
lated that the type of brokerage activity the bearer may engage in will be set 
forth in the license issued him by the commission. The law allows a broker to 
be licensed to practice more than one kind of brokerage activity, it being 
stipulated that each activity will be separately authorized. The board has the 
right to decide to withdraw any such authorization. The law stipulates that 
all treasury drafts issued by the state will be accepted, as well as all drafts 
issued by the federal government, the local governments, the governments and 
the public institutions. 


The law requires each national, public, joint-stock company to which the legally 
stipulated conditions apply to request that its shares be accepted for trading 
on the stock exchange. It also permits limited partnership companies whose 
stock meets the stipulated conditions to request that their shares be accepted 
for trading on the exchange. The law forbids all companies registered with the 
exchange to shift or transfer their shares without obtaining the agreement of 
the market. Sources which are directly connected to the special measures being 
taken to set up the Abu Dhabi stock exchange say that trading on the market will 
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include all the emirates in the UAE, since use will be made of advance electronic 
devices which permit any company to follow developments at the exchange from 

its offices. Thus, purchase and sale operations will be conducted through these 
devices. The sources also affirmed that, in the same fashion, it is possible 

to think about setting up a unified stock market for the Gulf. 


The sources expressed their hope that this goal, which is considered one of the 
goals of economic cooperation among the states of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), would be achieved. They alluded to the existence of extremely important 
controls for protecting the traders in the market after the promulgation of the 
UAE's commercial law. The law would forbid trading in the shares of any company 
in the market, unless two yearly budgets for it had been published, showing thit 
a profit of at least 10 percent was achieved during those 2 years. In this 
area, the sources also indicate that a representative of the Ministry of 

Economy and Commerce is on the founding board of the market's technical committee, 
thereby making it easier to avoid a conflict between the proposed stock exchange 
law and the proposed commercial law, with both laws forbidding the creation of 
spurious companies whose shares would then be trade on the stock market. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GROWTH STATISTICS FOR 1980-1982 REPORTED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 195, 5-11 Nov 83 p 46 


/Article: "The Emirates: Great Growth in Industry and an Increase in the 
Magnitude of Wages''/ 


/Text/ The national income of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) fell last year 

to 97.611 billion dirhams. In 1981, the figure was 105.525 billion dirhams. 
This is revealed by the information on the economic indicators of the UAE which 
has been published by the Ministry of Planning. The data include the latest 
figures on the national income and spending during the last 3 years. 


The data indicate that consumption-oriented spending by both the government 

and the private sector rose, since consumption-oriented spending by the govern- 
ment reached about 22.140 billion dirhams in 1982. The figure for 1981 was 
19.471 billion, while in 1980 it was 11.992 billion. Private consumption- 
oriented spending rose to 26.638 billion dirhams, in comparison to 23.941 billion 
dirhams in 1980. Such spending reached 18.968 billion dirhams in 1980. 


The population of the UAE at the end of last year reached 1.186 million (both 
citizens and aliens), meaning it achieved an increase of 6.6 percent. Moreover, 
the proportion ot the work force rose by about 5 percent, since the number of 
working inhabitants reached 596,235, in comparison to 580,362 at the end of 
1981. The figure in 1980 was 541,033 workers. 


National savings fell to 46.323 billion dirhams last year, in comparison to 
58.113 billion dirhams in 1981. At the end of 1980, savings totaled about 
61.029 billion dirhams. 


Domestic Product and Wages 


The gross domestic product of the UAE reached 113.633 billion dirhams last year, 
as compared with 119.266 billion dirhams in 1981. In 1980, the figure was 
109.833 billion dirhams. 


A series of decreases occurred in imports and commodity exports, as well as in 
the trade surplus and the balance of payments. This can be seen in the following 
table: 

















Trade Balance Surplus and Balance of Payments (million dirhams) 


1980 1981 1982 
Commodity Imports 34 35,594 - 
Commodity Exports 68,535 83,350 84,512 
Trade Balance Surplus 34,535 47,756 50,396 
Current Surplus on Balance of Payments 23,338 36,050 38,909 


Wages have registered a continuous increase since 1980. Last year they reached 
about 22.174 billion dirhams, as compared with 20.161 billion in 1981. In 
1980, wages totaled 16.011 billion dirhams. 


As for the mining industries, they continued to decline, reaching about 56.213 
billion dirhams at the end of last year. This was due to the decline in oil 
exports. At the same time, the other mining industries achieved a growth rate 
of 8.2 percent, rising from 222 million dirhams in 1981 to 275 miliion dirhams 
last year. 


As for the manufacturing industries, they have been growing strongly since 1980. 

eir average rate of growth was about 55.7 percent at the end of 1982. This 
sector achieved a total product of about 10.158 billion dirhams, as compared 
with 4.191 billion dirhams in 1981 and 8.481 billion dirhams in 1980. 


The agricultur2. livestock and fish sector continued to enjoy steady growth at 
the rate of 17.6 percent in 1982. The total product of this sector reached 
1.144 billion dirhams, as compared with 1.036 billion dirhams in 1981 and 827 
million dirhams in 1980. 


The Construction Sector 


As for the construction sector, it achieved a five percent rate of growth last 
year. This sector's total product rose to 11.015 billion dirhams, meaning an 
increase of 1.540 billion dirhams was achieved in comparison with 1981. 


The electricity and water sectors achieved a rate of growth of 19.5 percent. 
Their total product reached 1.851 billion dirhams in 1982, in comparison to 
1.547 billion dirhams and 1.297 billion dirhams in 1981 and 1980, respectively. 


The sector comprising retail trade, wholesale trade, restaurants and hotels 
achieved a rate of growth of 7.4 percent and a total product of 10.483 billion 
dirhams. The hotel business achieved the greatest rate of growth in this sector: 
about 24 percent. 


The rate of growth in the banking sector was about 28 percent. This sector 
achieved a total product of 2.298 billion dirhams, as compared with 2.401 
billion dirhams in 1981 and 1.403 billion dirhams in 1980. 


The transportation, storage and communications sector achieved a 21 percent 
growth rate last year. Its total product reached about 5.465 billion dirhams. 
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The finance, insurance and real estate sector achieved a growth rate of 38 
percent in 1982. Its total product reached approximately 11.677 billion 
dirhams, as compared with 9.132 billion dirhams and 6.129 billion dirhams in 
the 2 previous years, respectively. 


The growth rate in the government services sector reached about 25.6 percent 
in 1982. The total product reached approximately 9.452 billion dirhams. As 
for the domestic services sector, it realized a total product of 253 million 
dirhams, with its rate of growth being equal to about 12.5 percent. 
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GUERRILLA-WAR WAGED FOR 'OUSTER OF RED ARMY’ 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 11 Dec 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


PARWAN OPERATION 

LONDON, Nov. 28 
(AAP) — Afghan freedom 
fighters conducted an attack 
in Parwan Province as a 
result of which over 30 
Soviet-Karmal troops were 
killed or injured. 

The Agency Af Press, 
Peshawar Office , co from 
its Parwan sources that the 
Mujahideen on October 3, in 
Jungle Bagh area of Tatam 
Darah, attacked the Soviet- 
Karmal forces operating in 
the area with an aim to wipe 
out Mujahideen. 


During fierce fighting, 
over 30 Soviet-Karmal troops 
were either killed or injured 
and six army vehicles were 
‘otally destroyed by 
ROCKET LAUNCHERS. 
Some Mujahideen were 
injured in the operation. The 
Soviet-Karmal forces pro- 
ceeded to Bagram picking up 
the dead and the injured. 


UROOZGAN GUER- 
RILLA ATTACKS 
According to ancther 
report, in two different guer- 
rilla operations in Uroozgan 
Province over 15 Soviet- 
Karmal soldiers were killed 
while two tanks and an army 

truck were destroyed. 


During the battle, nine 
Mujahideen sustained 
injuries. It is reported that 





the Mujahideen launched an 
attack on a mobile military 
force consisting of 10 tanks, 
two trucks and four Jeeps at 
Tarin Kot, headquarter of 
Uroozgan Province. The 
Mujahideen used rocket 
launchers in the attack and 
degtroyed two tanks and an 
army truck as they headed 
towards the Governor's 
House. Four Mujahideen 
were seriously injured during 
fire exchanges. The Mujahi- 
deen returned to their 
strongholds after swiftly com-, 


pleting the operation within 


an hour. 


The same night the 
Mujahideen attacked a milit- 
post in Ghalaman area of 
Tarin Kot as a result of which 
15 Soviet-Karmal soldiers 
were killed. In the three hour 
battle, five Mujahideen were 
seriously injured. 
BOMBING IN TAKHAR 
A savage bombing by 
Soviet planes io Takhai Pro- 
vince bordering on the Soviet 
Union in Afghanistan 
resulted in the death of 32 
civilians and injuries to 
another 17. A Soviet air 
attack on Mujahideen’s oper- 
ational headquarters in 
Badar was frustrated. 
The Agency Afghan Press 
sources from the Takhar pro- 
vincial headquarter, Talqan 
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reported that the Soviet 
planes struck at the Aska 
Mash sub-division, 50 
kilometers southwest of 
Talgan, as a result of which 
dozens of houses were 
reduced to rubble. 32 civi- 
lians, mostly women and chil- 
dren were martyred while 
another 17 persons were 
injured. At least 150 heads of 
cattle were killed and 
suffered extensive damage 
the bombing. According to 
the reports, Mujahideen 
forces led by Commander 
Qazi Abdus Salam clashed 
with Soviet-Karmal troops 
and this resulted in the 
enemy loss of three army 
vehicles destroyed by 
Mujahideen rocket laun- 
chers. Also it was learnt that 
on October 27, Soviet planes 
raided the Mujahideen oper- 
ational headquarters at 
Badar but that the aircraft 
were forced to retreat by the 
fire of anti-aircraft guns of 
the Mujahideen. The air 
operation was unable to 
cause any loss worth men- 
tioning to the Mujahideen’s 
headquarters. 
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HEAVY FIGHTING REPORTED IN VARIOUS REGIONS 





AFGHANISTAN 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 12 Dec 83 p 1 


{Text ] 


cso: 


TEHRAN, Dec. 11 (Dis- 
patches) — Clashes inten- 
sified in northern regions of 
Afghanistan between the 
Muslim Mujahideen and the 
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joint Soviet-Afghan govern- 
ment forces. According to 
reports reaching here, the 
joint forces recently killed 
400 civilians in Stalof region, 
northern Afghanistan in 
retaliation for the attacks of 
Afghan Muslim Mujahideen. 

No casualties were 
inflicted ypon Muslim 


‘Mujahideen in these clashes. 


Kajki B Attacked 

Meanwhile, Agency 
Afgnan Press sources from 
Helmand Province said the 
Afghan freedom fighters con- 
ducted an attack on the sec- 
urity army camp set up by the 
Kajki Bridge over the Hel- 
mand Reiver. 

As a result of the surprise 
attack, the sub-divisional 
offices of Kajki and the army 
camp building received an 
extensive damage, as a con- 
sequence of which, over 30 
Soviet-Karmal troops were 
killed. The Mujahideen also 
Shot down a Soviet MiG 
plane during the operation. 
In the course of the fighting, 
29 Afghan soldiers drawn 
from Kajki and the provincial 
headquarters Lashkargah 
joined the Mujahideen. 

The freedom fighters in co- 
operation with their suppor- 
ters at the Kajki army camp 
launched the attack on 
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October 22. During the 
clash, 20 Afghan soldiers 
joined the Mujahideen. The 
Mujahideen equipped with 
rocket launchers and hand 
grenades attacked the camp 
and the government offices 
causing damage to the 
Soviet-Karmal forces. A 
MiG fighter was shot at by 
Dashka anti-aircraft gun and 
crashed near Kajki. | 

Meanwhile, reports 
received from Qandahar said 
on October 24, the Soviet- 
Karmal forces attacked 
Mujahideen’s places in Sang- 
sahar area of Qandahar. A 
force was also airlifted by 
helicopters at the place of 
operation. Three tanks were 
destroyed by rocket laun- 
chers fired by Mujahideen. 
During this attack two 
Mujahids lost their lives, 
while five were injured. Frus- 
trated by the stiff resistance 
put up by Mujahideen during 
the fighting continuing for 
about 24 hours the Soviet- 
Karmal force retreated. 

On October 25, the 
Mujahideen launched an 
attack on a mobile army 
force on the Qandahar-Spin 
Buldak Highway as a result 
of which an armored vehicle 
was destroyed and the crew 
in the vehicle was eliminated. 
The Mujahideen did not 
suffer any loss in the attack. 
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PAKISTAN TO GET $200 M FARM CREDIT NEXT YEAR 


Karachi DAWN in English 15 Dec 83 p 8 


LAHORE, Dec 14: Pakistan will 
get a low-interest-rate credit of 200 
million dollars next year for ag. 
riculture sector from the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD). 

This was disclosed here on 
Wednesday by Mr Claus Berger, 
World Bank economic adviser in 
Pakistan, during a meeting with 
Syed Mohsin Raza Bukhari, Presi- 
dent of the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 

He said the World Bank was con- 
sidering a request from Pakistan to 
decrease the prevalent interest 
rate charged on the agriculture 
credits. 

Moreover, a five-member team of 
the World Bank wil] visit Pakistan 
in February next. The team will 
hold discussions with a cross- 
section of experts in this country to 


devise ways and means for the 
more efficient use of funds and bet- 
ter planning prospects in the field 
of industry. 


In this connection, the proposed 
national investment, scheduled to 
be announced by the end of this 
month, would also be kept in view. 

In addition to this the Pakistan 
Banking Council would be re- 
quested to establish a separate cell 
which would help remove dif- 
ficulties in obtaining loans under 
IDA scheme. 


Earlier, the Chamber chief en- 
umerated various difficulties being 
faced by the investors regarding 
IDA credit and assured thé World 
Bank official that the private sector 
was ready to participate in the ag- 
ricultural development 


programmes. 




















COTTON CRISIS, AGRICULTURE SECTOR PROBLEMS ANALYZED 


Karachi DAWN in English 15 Dee 83 p 9 


[Article by Sultan Ahmed: 


(Text 


CROP failure is not un- 
common in modern States. 
Even highly developed ag- 
riculture faces crisis from 
time to time. 


Such crises cut across ideological 
barriers as the U.S. as well as the 
Soviet Union is hit hard one time or 
another. The agricultural discords 
of the European Economic Com- 
munity in respect of production, 
prices and subsidies have been en- 
demic. Even when ECM Ministers 
agree on all other matters they are 
left with stalemates or fierce dis- 
putes in the agricultural sector. 

In the developing countries 
Marginal surpluses present as 
much of a problem as chronic 
shortages. Their governments are 
not prepared to cope with either. 
Above all, they do not act on time, 
before real mischief is done by the 
elements always ready to aggra- 
vate the crisis and exploit it wholly 
to their commercial advantage. 


Cotton output 


Shortfalls can be caused by an 
excess of rain or too little of that, by 
floods as well as acute drought, and 
by pests which beat the protective 
systems. But if nature causes half 
the havoc, man produces the other 
half, and makes it bite really deep. 
While the elements in trade and in- 
dustry with their over-riding profit 
motive accentuate the crisis, the 
proverbial inability of govern- 
ments to act on time makes it far 
worse. The creeping red-tape can 
not catch up with the vaulting tech. 
niques of the market. 


"Crisis in Agriculture Sector"] 


In Pakistan the government is 
not prepared to cope with 
shortages or soaring prices because 
the country has done well in ag- 
riculture during the last six years. 
Vice-Admiral Janjua, Food Minis- 
ter, put it aptly when he. ascribed 
the excellent performance in the 
agricultura] sector to Almighty Al- 
Jah, the hardy peasants and the 
policies of the government in that 
order. 

As the shortages had been few 
the government did not know how 
to cope with the sugar crisis three 
years ago. And now it is baffled by 
the surplus. When there was an 
acute shortage of pulses three 
vears ago the government bungled 
again and arranged for inports 
only when prices abroad had hit 
peak levels and supplies were too 
scarce. The manner in which the 
onion issue has been messed up is 
too painful to everyone. If permis. 
sion for imports had been given 
long before the price hit the peak ot 
Rs. 19 per kilo it would not have 
shot up so high. 


The basic handicap of the official 
machinery on such occasions Is tts 
inability to see the problem in its 
full perspective. And sometimes 
even if it sees the problem properly 
it does not want to admit it. Instead 
it hopes the problem will vanish by 
itself or the market will adjust it- 
self to it. Hence the reluctance to 
come up with the right remedies, 
and in good time. Most of the time it 
is a case of too little, to late. 

Of course, the forecasting system 
of the government is not adequate 
for the purpose. Either it is too slow 
or too inefficrent or both. And when 
the government Is not eager to get 
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uutavourable torecasts, the estt- 
mates have to be taulty. The gov- 
ernment then decides how much of 
that can be disclosed to the people. 
All these elements of the crisis are 
visible in the current cotton debate 
in the country. 

Estimates of cotton production 
have been varying since the Pun- 
jab’s) Minister for Agriculture 
spoke of a 35 per cent shortfall. The 
trade estimates place the output 
now as low as 2.2 million bales, 
while Finance Minister Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan says the output, despite 
damage, is large enough to meet 
the domestic demand — about 3 
million lakh bales. That certainly is 
a far cry from the target of 5.2 bales 
set for the current year and 4.8 mil- 
lion bales last year. 

Added to this is the fear that rice 
production this year may be about 
20 per cent less while the fall in the 
production of tobacco is more than 
marginal. All this is bound to havea 
distinct impact on the economy. 

The government ought to have 
acted quicker to cope with the cot- 
ton crisis because of its tremendous 
impact on the economy as a whole. 
If that was done, the prices might 
not have shot up in the manner they 
have. The government has now 
banned export of cotton. So the 
Cotton Export Corporation is not in 
the market to buy cotton. The gov- 
ernment has allowed the conces- 
sional import of raw cotton by do- 
ing away with the 10 per cent sales 
tax as well as 12,000 tons of viscose 
fibre at a reduced import duty of 
Rs. 5 per kilo. There have been re- 
ports that export of cotton yarn, too 
may be banned, but there has been 
no official word in this regard. 


The loss to the country as a result 
of the shortfall in cotton output has 
been estimated variously. The max- 
imum figure quoted is Rs. 600 
croere. The loss is not only because 
of suspension of raw cotton exports 
and its imports instead, and possi- 
ble fall in the export of yarn but 
also because of the reduced availa- 
bility of cotton seed to man- 
ufacture edible oil and export its by 
products. 


Free trade 


Che government is concerned not 
only over the impact of the unemp- 
loyment problem the cotton crisis 
vives rise to, but also with the sharp 
fall in the revenues which mavy fol- 
low. [ft the textile mills will not 
work to full capacity the Excise as 
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well as income tax revenues will 
fall. In addition, the sick textile 
mills will become sicker and make 
larger demands on the nationalised 
banks for loans. Already the men 
who have bought off the sick mills 
have been given large loans. They 
cannot be recovered quick if the 
mills now become sicker. So the 
povernment’s involvement in the 
cotton crisis is total, but it has 
reacted too slowly to it, us it usually 
ddes. 

At the level of the cotton growers 
serious damage has been done to 
them, particulurly to the poorer 
among them who could afford to 
spray more than once or twice to 
protect their crops. The richer ones 
sprayed their crop up to four times 
tO protect it from the new pest or 
virus. Crop insurance could have 
protected the smaller farmers, but 
we do not have that, and that is stl 
a distant goal. 

Experts say that free trade and 
the hedge market, abolished early 
in the 1970s, can protect the cotton 
economy from excessive shocks. If 
the exporter hedges his exports 
against future purchases at fixed 
prices, and the mill owners have 
similar arrangements with the gin- 
ning mills none of the parties will 
lose too much, it is argued. 


The cotton trade wants the offi- 
cial Cotton Export Corporation to 
g0, and cotton exports to be de- 
nationalised as committed by this 
regime earlier. But the officials ar- 
gue that but for the CEC the grow- 
ers may not get fair prices or export 
commitments met in full, and qual- 
itv eNports ensured. 


But currently the CEC is expand- 
ing its activities, like going into gin- 
ning, running training institutes 
etc. It appears to be here to stay as 
much as the National Logistics Cell 
which is expanding its activities all 
round. 

The cotton trade says that CEC is 
still there as it makes the sons and 
other relations of the ruling offi- 
cials as its export agents and gin- 
ners. As long as this sector remains 
nationalised ofticials of CEC would 
find it difficult to resist such pres 
sures. But CEC’s contribution en- 
suring fair prices to the farmers 
cannot be disputed. 


Grinning factories 


Hitherto greater cotton produc: 
tion has been ensured bv increas- 
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ing the support price every year. 
And ultimately this practice 
reached the stage when domestic 
prices were above internatinal 
prices. As a result, CEC suffered 
losses. Devaluation of the rupee 
came to its rescue later. But the 
time has come for a more in- 
tegrated appraoch to cotton prices. 


Malik Khuda Bux Bucha, one of 
the country’s top agricultural ex- 
perts, has suggested the setting up 
of a floating fund. When export 
prices of cotton Fise beyond a cer- 
tain level he wants the surplus to be 
deposited in that fund. When the 
prices fall that fund could be av- 
ailed of to assist the farmers. This 
suggestion certainly makes sense. 


The statement of the Pakistan 
Cotton Ginners Association says 
that out of 649 ginning factories 
only 462 are working and 197 are 
closed, most of them in the Punjab. 
This has happened as instead of 
22.45 lakh bales of phutti which 
came into the market by Dec 1 last 
year, only 14 lakh bales came this 
year. Out of them only 10 lakh bales 
have been pressed instead of 15.4 
lakh bales last year by Dec 1. The 
stock of unsold pressed bales now is 
1.80 lakh bales and of unpressed 
phutti in bales 3.77 lakh. So the gin- 
ning mills still have a stock of 5.5 
hakh bales which are clearly await- 
ing « further price rise. 


So the experts say the crisis is nat 
as acute as made out by the textile 
mills. And if they can buy cotton at 
Rs. 810 or import it at Rs. 900 to 
meet the current commitments the 
profit margin in the industry is 
large enough. But evidently the 
mills do not want to lose the rate of 
profits they have making. Fear of 
reduced profits is pushing down 
textile Share prices now. The in- 
dustry has been working in an un- 
healthy manner, and it is time to 
place it on a rational and stable 
tootung. 
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MRD CENTRAL BODY TO MEET SOON 


Karachi DAWN in English 15 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text ] 
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LAHORE, Dew 14: The provincial 
convener ot the Movement tor the 
Restor tion of Democracy, Syed 
Amir Hussain Gilani, on Tuesday 
maintained that a number of 
“strategic moves”, to make MRD 
“more effective’, were under 
consideration 

He said the alliance central com 
mittee was likely to deliberate 
these moves when it meets some 
times during the Current month. 

Talking informally to newsmen 
here, Maulana Gilam decried that 
the movement had fizzled out, ad- 
ding that it was, “very much”, prog 
ressing. He also claimed that sev- 
eral workers were on the waiting 
list for courting of arrests, adding 
that the, “stock”, was not likely to 
exhaust for another six months 

Replying to a question, he ruled 
out the possibility of dissention ot 
any component party of the 9-pariy 
opposition alliance and said that it 
was baseless to presume that 
Tehrik-i-Istigqlal or the PML 
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(Khairuddin group) were looking 
tor an opportunity tb quit. 

Maulana Gilani emphasised that 
MRD had already undertaken its 
“Islamic mission”, since the begin- 
ning of Rabi-ul-Awwal. He said that 
during the current month, meet- 
ings have been held in which lead- 
ers of all the component parties 
have been “educating”, the people 
about the basic rights Islam 
guarantees to the poor masses. 

The leaders were also apprising 
the people as to how they were be- 
ing deprived of their basic rights, 
he added. 

He disclosed that the Lahore 
MRD would hold a public meeting 
on 12th Rabi-ul-Awwal. The meet- 
ing will be addressed by central 
MRD leaders 

He was severely critical of giving 
a “free hand”, to Qadianis, and said 
that the all-parties Khatam-i- 
Nabuwwat Action Committee was 
going to launch a movenrent soon 
with a view to putting an end to 
their “nefarious activities”. 
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OFFICIAL GIVES REFUGEE FIGURES FOR PUNJAB, NWFP 


Karachi DAWN in English 15 Dec 83 p 12 


(Text } 
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ISLAMABAD, Dec 14: Over 
49,000 Afghan refugees have so far 
been shifted to Punjab from the 
NWEP, Brig (retd) Saeed Azhar, 
Chief Commissioner for Afghan 
Refugees, told PPI here. Shifting of 
these refugees started in Dec last 
year and is likely to continue till 
next six months or one vear. 

The total number of refugees to 
be shifted is expected to be over 
2,00,000 who are being settled in 
Tehsil Olsakhel of District Mian- 
wali, Punjab. 

The step has been taken in order 
to provide some relief to the NWFP 
where their number has already 


gone beyond — saturation. The 
number of Afghan refugees in the 
NWFP now. stands at over 
20,00,000. Baluchistan is the sec- 
ond province where the bulk of Af. 
ghan refugees is staving. 

The Commissioner said the Gov- 
ernment had no intention of settl- 
ing Afghan refugees in other parts 
of the Punjab other than the Mian- 
wali district. 

This district. he said, was chosen 
by the Punjab Administration it- 
self for the shifting of these re- 
fugees, because of close proximity 
and ethic affinity of this district 
with the NWEP, he added.—PPI 
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DISCOVERY OF ARMS CACHE REPORTED 
GF201351 Rawalpindi NAWA-I -WAQT in Urdu 6 Dec 83 p l 
[By staff reporter] 


[Text] Rawalpindi, 5 Dec--The Customs Intelligence Department officials foiled 
an effort to smuggle a large quantity of arms outside the country by setting up 
a dragnet in the (Bisal) Chowk area. One smuggler was arrested and the car 
used for the operation was impounded. 


According to reports, the superintendent of the customs intelligence, Raja 
Abbas Ali, received information that an automobile, number AJK 6688 was being 
used to smuggle a consignment of arms to the Punjab Province, so he set up a 
party with the help of the deputy superintendent of customs, Malik Mohammad 
Sharif, who cordoned off the area. The abovementioned vehicle was stopped and 
a search revealed a secret compartment. The driver, Syed Wali Khan, was arrested 
immediately and the car was taken to the customs intelligence office in Satel- 
lite town. The secret compartment was searched there in the presence of senior 
officials and a cache of 97 revolvers, 10971 cartridges and two rifles was 
revealed. The cartridges were of German, U.S., and Canadian make, while the 
arms seem the Spanish brand "Star." The customs officials however think that 
they were made in Dareh Khel. The accused belongs to the Quetta region and 

was taking the arms and ammunitions via Kohat for some subversive purposes or 
for sale to some professional criminals. Various officials are interrogating 
the accused. 


The customs officials also seized a large quantity of arms at Khanozai near 
Quetta which was destined for the Punjab and consisted of rocket launchers, G-3 
and Star brand rifles. The customs officials had been tipped off earlier and 
had cordoned off eight areas and seized the arms from a car which did not even 
have a license plate. 
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TWO MORE LAWYERS RELEASED--LAHORE, Dec 14: Mr Abid Hassan Minto, Chairman, All- 
Pakistan Lawyers National Coordination Committee, and Abdul Rashid Qureshi have 
been released. Mr. Minto remained under detention for over two months whereas 
Mr. Qureshi for over four months. Mr. Minto was released from the district 
Jail, Jhang, last night. He was arrested on Oct 12 and detained for a period 
of three months. Mr Qureshi's release was effected from New Central Jail, 
Bahawalpur in pursuance of the decision of the Punjab Government according to 
which all, except a few lawyers will be set at liberty. As many as 49 lawyers 
were freed earlier on Nov 29 and 30. It was followed by release of lawyers in 
batches of three or four from time to time. The decision of the Government 
will, it is believed, be implemented,uin toto, in next few days. However, some 
five or six of them will reportedly continue to be behind the bars as they are 
also political leaders and do not fall in the category of lawyers alone. They 
include Rafiq Ahmad Sheikh, President, Punjab branch of the defunct PPP, Malik 
Hamid Sarfraz, Punjab Chairman of the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, Pervaiz 

Saleh, Vice-Chairman, Defunet Qaumi Mahaz-i-Azadi, and Sardar Shaukat Ali, 
Secretary-General of the defunct Pakistan Mazdoor Kissan party. The last two 
leaders are at present in the Lahore Fort. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 

15 Dec 83 p 8] 


ENQUIRY AGAINST LEADER'S WIFE--LAHORE, Dec 14: Bushra Aitzaz, a lecturer of 
Lahore College of Women and wife of a political leader, Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan, has 
been asked to appear on Dec 19 before an inquiry committee on the charge of her 
participation in the women's procession in Lahore on Feb 12 this year. Mrs. 
Aitzaz Ahsan was served a charge-sheet some three months ago--seven months after 
the happening. Inquiry committee is headed by the Director, Public Instruction 
Punjab. It may be recalled that Mrs. Bushra Aitzaz Ahsan was declared by the 
Lahore High Court as elected unopposed as member of the Academic Council of the 
University of the Punjab, last month. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 15 Dec 
83 p 8] 


BALUCH STUDENTS ORGANIZE PROTEST--Balouch Students Organisation Karachi Zone 
organised a protest meeting at Dawood College of Engineering and Technology 
against alleged flogging of a student at Turbat. Later, the students held a 
rally also, says a press release of BSO. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
415 Dec 83 p 10] 
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TWO PPP LEADERS RELEASED--SAHIWAL, Dec 14: An ex-MPA Chaudhry Badruddin and 
Mr Ahmad Saeed Awan, leaders of the defunct PPP, Faisalabad, were released 
from the Central Jail on Wednesday under orders of the Pur jab Governor. 
Chaudhry was sentenced to one year imprisonment and a fine of Rs 100,000, 
while Mr Awan was sentenced to one year imprisonment and a fine of Rs 200,000 
by a military court on October 10.--PPI [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 

15 Dec 83 p 12] 
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